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gov.uk

 

Our Ref: VTR 5192

 
 

Date: 30 December 2013

Annex A 

 
 
 
Dear Mr Cave, 
 
Thank you for your Freedom of Information request received on 1 November 2013. You wrote: 
 
I received from you the answer below (read beneath the ***) to an earlier FoI request YOUR 
Ref: 5020- It was unsatisfactory, giving no data which I had requested. 
 
Can you please reveal copies of the correspondence between  
 
a. The DWP and the Met Office - In which the original commission for a report was made. 
 
and 
 
b. The report from the Met Office to the DWP which contains the sets of data relating to the 
countries of the EU including mainland France and its Departments overseas (the DOMs)AND 
the REGIONS of FRANCE (as indicated in your letter to me below). 

I am unable to provide you with copies of exchanges between the DWP and the Met Office as I 
believe it falls within exemption 35 of the Freedom of Information Act. This exemption relates 
to the formulation of Government policy. I consider this exemption applies because it is 
intended to protect the space within which Government can think and develop its policies 
without prejudice. I maintain that the information you seek falls into this category. 

As required by the Act, I have also considered whether the balance of the public interest 
comes down in favour of not complying with your request. I consider that there is no 
overarching public interest argument in favour of releasing this information for the following 
reasons. 
 
The Act acknowledges that good government depends on good decision making and therefore 
needs space in which to formulate policies based on the best advice available with full 
consideration of all the options. Ministers also need to be able to conduct rigorous and candid 
risk assessments of their policies and programmes including considerations of the pros and 
cons without there being premature disclosure which might close off other, better options.  
 
In addition, the legislation providing for the proposed change to the eligibility criteria for the 
Winter Fuel Payment scheme has yet to be introduced. Therefore, as the change informed by 



the Met Office report has yet to appear on the statute books, we feel the need to apply 
exemption 35 in relation to the exchanges between the DWP and the Met Office. 
 
However, a copy of the DWP report commissioned from the Met Office has been sent with this 
response. 

If you have any queries about this letter please contact me quoting the reference number 
above.   

Yours sincerely,  
 
 
DWP Central FoI Team 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Your right to complain under the Freedom of Information Act 

 

If you are not happy with this response you may request an internal review by e-mailing freedom-of-information-

xxxxxxx@xxx.xxx.xxx.xx or by writing to DWP, Central FoI Team, Caxton House, Tothill Street, SW1H 9NA. Any 

review request should be submitted within two months of the date of this letter.  

 

If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review you may apply directly to the Information 

Commissioner’s Office for a decision. Generally the Commissioner cannot make a decision unless you have 

exhausted our own complaints procedure. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: The Information 

Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow Cheshire SK9 5AF www.ico.gov.uk 




    

  

  
