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Minutes of meeting held on 4 March 2009 

 

The Cabinet met at County Hall, Colliton Park, Dorchester on 4 March 2009 

 

Present: 

Angus Campbell (Chairman) 

Hilary Cox (Vice-Chairman) 

Geoffrey Brierley, Andrew Cattaway and Toni Coombs 

 
John Wilson attended under Standing Order 54(1). 
 
The following members attended by invitation: Sandra Brown, Ronald Coatsworth and 
Peter Gregson (minutes 127 to 129). 
 
(Mike Byatt also attended.) 
 
David Tett and Karl Wallace, district councillors for the Bridport South and Bothenhampton 
Ward attended under the open door protocol for minutes 127 to 129.   
 
Mike Best, Headteacher, Beaminster Technology College, attended for minutes 127 to 129.   
 
Jackie Allen (Chair of Age Partnership) and Robin Cowen (consultant) attended for minutes 
130 to 132. 
 
Officers:   David Jenkins (Chief Executive), Elaine Taylor (Director for Corporate Resources), 
Miles Butler (Director for Environment), John Nash (Director for Children's Services) 
Steve Pitt (Director for Adult and Community Services), Paul Kent (Chief Financial Officer), 
John Richards (Democratic Services Manager) and Jonathan Slater (Senior Public Relations 
Officer)/Melissa Craven (Public Relations Officer). 
 
For certain items as appropriate: John Alexander (Local Area Agreement Performance 
Officer), Andrew Archibald (Head of Older People's Services), Keith Armstead (Head of 
Access and Premises) and Robin Taylor (Performance Improvement Manager). 
 
(Publication Date:   11 March 2009) 
 
(Notes: 

 

(1) 

In accordance with Rule 16(b) of the Overview and Scrutiny 

Procedure Rules the decisions set out in these minutes will come into force and may then be 
implemented on the expiry of five working days after the publication date. 
 

(2) 

RECOMMENDED in this type denotes that the approval of the County 

Council is required.) 
 
Apologies 

111. 

An apology for absence was received from David Crowhurst.   

 
Beacon Award for Olympic Legacy 
 

112.  The Chairman was pleased to report that the previous evening the 

Communities Minister had awarded Beacon status to Dorset County Council and partners 
West Dorset District Council and Weymouth and Portland Borough Council for outstanding 
work on Building an Olympic Games and Para Olympics legacy.   
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Minutes 

113.  The minutes of the meeting held on 2 February 2009 were confirmed and 

signed.   
 

Matter Arising 
Medium Term Financial Stratgegy 2009-10 to 2011-12 

 

114.1  Arising from minute 42.2, the Chief Financial Officer informed the Cabinet that 

following arbitration the Advisory, Conciliation and Arbitration Service had awarded an 
additional 0.3% pay increase to NJC employees for 2008-09, backdated to 1 April 2008.  
This would bring the final award to 2.75% plus £100 for those on lower scales. 
 
 

114.2  The Chief Financial Officer confirmed that there was sufficient provision in the 

budget to cover this increase. 
 
Code of Conduct 
 

115.  Toni Coombs declared a personal interest in minutes 133 to 135 as a 

member of the Council of Governors of Dorset Health Care NHS Foundation Trust. 
 
Forward Plan of Key Decisions 

116.1  The Cabinet considered the draft Forward Plan of Key Decisions covering 

the period 1 April to 31 July 2009 which was due to be published on 17 March 2009. 
 

116.2  The Director for Corporate Resources explained that, subject to discussion 

at a meeting of the Programme Board on 5 March, it might be necessary to add an item 
relating to the Fit for the Future Programme for decision by the Cabinet on 1 April. 
 

Resolved 
117. 

That the draft Forward Plan of Key Decisions be agreed. 

 
Dorset Leaders and Chief Executives 

118. 

The draft notes of the meeting held on 5 February 2009, as attached, were 

submitted. 
 

Resolved 
119. 

That the notes be received. 

 

Key Decisions included in the Forward Plan 

 
Local Area Agreement Review and Refresh 2009-10 

120.1  The Cabinet considered a report by the Chief Executive. 

 

120.2  Negotiations for the 2009-10 review and refresh of the Local Area Agreement 

(LAA) with the Government Office for the South West (GOSW) were due to be completed by 
26 March.  Although some final work relating to specific targets remained to be done by that 
date, the substance of the 2009-10 refresh had been agreed and signed off by the Board of 
the Dorset Strategic Partnership (DSP). 
 

120.3  The current economic downturn would make several LAA targets difficult to 

achieve.  This had been recognised by central government.  Consequently, four of the 
targets which were most likely to be affected by economic conditions could be renegotiated 
as part of the 2010-11 refresh.   
 

120.4  The Cabinet member for Children's Services drew particular attention to 

indicator 117 relating to 16 - 18 year olds, not in education, employment or training.  She felt 
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that bearing in mind the economic downturn this should be widened to include young people 
in unskilled, low paid jobs.  The LAA Performance Officer confirmed this had been raised 
with the government office.    
 

Resolved 
121.1  That the content of Local Area Agreement 2009-10 review and refresh, as 
currently drafted, be agreed. 
121.2  That the Leader of the Council and the Chief Executive, in liaison with the 
DSP Chair, be authorised to approve any amendments prior to the final submission 
date of 26 March 2009. 
121.3  That submission of the LAA review and refresh to the Government Office 
Regional Director, and thereafter to the Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government be approved. 
121.4  That the Government's recently revised position on indicators likely to be 
affected by the economic downturn be noted. 

 

Reasons for Decision 
122.1  The County Council has agreed that the Cabinet should have authority to 
approve the content and submission of the LAA on its behalf.  It is therefore an 
important function of the Cabinet that it be kept aware of negotiation progress, and 
review the content of the LAA at key stages. 
122.2 The LAA is the main mechanism for the delivery of the Sustainable 
Community Strategy for Dorset, and as such is consistent with all the aims and 
priorities of the Corporate Plan. 

 
Corporate Performance Monitoring: Third Quarter 2008-09 

123.1  The Cabinet considered a report by the Chief Executive presenting the results 

of corporate performance monitoring for the third quarter of 2008-09. 
 

123.2  This was the first report to use the balanced scorecard approach to provide 

summary performance information to members on each of the Council's six corporate aims.   
 

123.3  The Cabinet member for Strategic Planning and Transportation referred to the 

indicator relating to people killed or seriously injured in road traffic accidents.  There had 
been some reduction in the number of child injuries and also in the total number of 
casualties across the county.  The focus was now on particular routes where above average 
numbers of casualties occurred with the object of bringing forward safety schemes.  A sum 
of £1.2 million had been made available for improvements to the Bakers Arms to Bere Regis 
stretch of the A35.  A difficulty in so far as achieving the performance indicator was 
concerned was that the A31 and the A35 were the responsibility of the Highways Agency 
and therefore the County Council did not have direct control.    
 

123.4  The Cabinet member for Children's Services highlighted the recent road 

safety work undertaken with young people in East Dorset.   
 

Noted. 

 
Asset Management 
 

124.1  The Cabinet considered a report by the Chief Financial Officer providing an 

update on progress with asset management and capital investment priorities, the delivery of 
the capital programme and prudential indicators.  Approval was also sought to the 
re-direction of resources, as necessary, within approved capital control totals.   
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124.2  The Chief Financial Officer reported that a total of £12 million (£9 million of 

which was 'un-ring fenced') capital allocation had now been made available from the 
Department for Children, Schools and Families.  This would enable an extra £2 million to be 
allocated to the repair and maintenance schemes and an extra £3.5 million for Local 
Transport Schemes plus a further £4.5 million of other capital works as proposed in the 
budget.  This would therefore provide a much needed stimulus in a time of recession.   
 

Resolved 
125.1  That progress on the delivery of the capital programme be noted. 
125.2 That the leases for accommodation at 384 and 386 Ringwood Road, 
Ferndown be renewed on terms and conditions to be agreed by the Director for 
Environment. 
125.3  That the allocation of £1.1 million capital funding for Dorset under the 
Playbuilder programme be welcomed, the current position (as set out in 
paragraphs 7.8 - 7.10 of the report) be noted and the Directors for Children's 
Services and Adult and Community Services be authorised to accept and distribute 
the grant on appropriate terms to be agreed by them. 
125.4  That Burton Bradstock Library be transferred to the local Parish Council in 
accordance with the provisions of the business plan prepared by the Friends of the 
Library, on terms and conditions to be agreed by the Director for Environment. 
125.5  That the position with the contractor and the independent cost consultant at 
the Holy Trinity Primary School be noted. 
125.6  That the business plan for the development and operation of a community 
arts centre in Sherborne be ratified and the earlier resolution to gift the land to the 
south of Paddock Gardens to Sherborne Town Council for the development of the 
centre at a nominal consideration be confirmed, subject to terms to be agreed by the 
Director for Environment. 
125.7  That the revised estimates and cash flows for the projects listed in Appendix 2 
to the report be approved. 
125.8  That the current position against each of the prudential indicators as set out in 
Appendix 3 to the report be noted. 
125.9  That the current position of the Asset Management Action Plan as set out in 
Appendix 4 to the report be noted. 

 

Reasons for Decision 
126.1  A well managed Council ensures that the best use is made of its assets in 
terms of service benefit and financial return in order to be fit for the future.  The 
Council's capital strategy provides for quarterly monitoring of capital projects in terms 
of spending against approved budgets and delivery in accordance with projected 
timescales. 
126.2  Management of the asset base is an element of the use of resources block 
within the Audit Commission's Comprehensive Performance Assessment of local 
authorities.  Publication and monitoring of prudential indicators is also a requirement 
of the CIPFA Prudential Code. 
126.3  The projects included in the capital programme contribute to all the Council's 
corporate aims including improving Dorset's infrastructure, strengthening Dorset's 
economy and improving the life chances of children and young people. 

 
Mountjoy School Replacement - Outcome of Consultations 

127.1  The Cabinet considered a report by the Director for Children's Services on the 

outcomes of the consultation on the proposal to replace Mountjoy School as a new 48 place 
3-19 school, on the site of the Beaminster Technology College.   
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127.2  David Tett and Karl Wallace, district councillors for the Bridport South and 

Bothenhampton ward, attending under the open door protocol, both urged that the school 
should remain in Bridport and that the possible sites should be examined further before any 
decision was made.  Karl Wallace presented an additional 185 signatures to the petition of 
the Friends of Mountjoy Special School supporting the rebuilding of the school in Bridport.    
  

127.3  The County Council members for Bridport and Bride Valley highlighted the 

support which the school had received from the local community over many years.  Whilst 
they would have preferred for the school to remain in Bridport they agreed that there was no 
suitable alternative site in the town and agreed that the proposal to co-locate on the site of 
Beaminster Technology College should go ahead.  It was also pointed out that pupils who 
attended the school came from different parts of Dorset.     
 

127.4  Mike Best, Headteacher of Beaminster Technology College, emphasised the 

school and its governors were very positive about the proposed co-location, recognising that 
further detailed work would be required.   
 

127.5  The County Council member for Beaminster felt that the proposal was 

acceptable subject to some issues being addressed, including the implications for the 
playing fields and sports areas and access for traffic.   
 

127.6  In response, the Director for Children's Services explained the reasons why 

the possible sites in Bridport were not considered to be suitable for a replacement school.  
(The reasons are detailed in his report.)  For both the land adjacent to The Sir John Colfox 
School and Vearse Farm there were strong planning and highway concerns.  He agreed that 
the playing field issue would need to be addressed and also explained that it was proposed 
to use Tunnel Road for access to the new school site in Beaminster.   
 

127.7  The Cabinet member for Children's Services referred to the reasons why a 

new location had to be found and the extensive search which had been undertaken to 
identify another site in Bridport.  Both she and the Leader of the Council had visited the 
possible sites.  She also paid tribute to the work of the Headteacher of Mountjoy School.  
She suggested that subject to the Cabinet agreeing the recommendation, the Headteacher 
and Chairman of Governors of Beaminster Technology College be invited to join the working 
group so that the proposals could be taken forward.   
 

Resolved 
128.1  That statutory public notices be issued under The School Organisation and 
Governance (Amendment) (England) Regulations 2008 Part 

2 sections 

18-21, 

Section 14 of the Education Act 1996 and Section 9 of the Education Act 1996 to 
transfer Mountjoy School to a new site in Beaminster in replacement accommodation 
as a 48 place 3-19 school, on the site of Beaminster Technology College.   
128.2  That the Director for Children's Services report back on the responses to the 
public notices at the July 2009 Cabinet meeting. 

 

Reasons for Decision 
129.1  The replacement of Mountjoy School is a long standing commitment from the 
County Council to provide new 21st Century facilities for the school's students in 
support of the corporate aim to improve life chances for Children and Young People.  
The replacement of the school co-located with an existing secondary school will 
improve educational provision and will also enable the more effective use of 
resources. 
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129.2  Separately, there is a legal requirement to undertake statutory consultations 
and issue public notices regarding the proposal to relocate the school to an 
alternative site which is more than 2 miles from the existing site. 

 
Ageing Well in Dorset Strategy 

130.1  The Cabinet considered a report by the Director for Adult and Community 

Services on the developing Ageing Well in Dorset Strategy being produced in partnership 
with older people.  The Director emphasised that this was work in progress.  It described 
ageing and its impact on individuals and communities, the local and national context, the 
process followed in developing the strategy, and the main messages from the consultation 
work. 
 

130.2  A set of recommendations arising from workshops with older people as 

partners had been produced.  This was supported by eight brief reports relating to the work 
conducted through the consultation again based specifically on the outcomes.   
 

130.3  The essence of the exercise was to seek a true partnership with older people 

in determining how to make a difference to people's lives.  It was vital that the Dorset 
Strategic Partnership and the NHS were engaged in development of the strategy.     
 

130.4  Jackie Allen, Chair of Age Partnership explained how the strategy had been 

developed through the steering group and the consultation which had taken place with older 
people.   
 

130.5  Robin Cowen, an independent consultant (previously with the Social Services 

Inspectorate and the Care Services Improvement Partnership) who had been engaged to 
oversee the work programme, explained some of the key messages and implications of the 
consultation exercise.   
 

130.6 Members welcomed the production of the Ageing Well Strategy and 

particularly thanked Jackie Allen and Robin Cowen for their contributions and their help and 
support in taking this work forward.   
 

Resolved 
131.1 That the work undertaken in developing the Ageing Well Strategy be 
supported as a foundation for further discussion and consultation.   
131.2  That it be shared for comment with the Dorset Strategic Partnership. 
131.3  That an action plan for implementation be developed and brought back to the 
Cabinet for consideration at the meeting in July.   

 

Reason for Decision 
132.  To support the corporate aim of ensuring improved health, better care and 

independence. 

 
Transfer of Capital Funds to Housing Providers 

133.1  The Cabinet considered a report by the Director for Adult and Community 

Services. 

 
133.2  The local authorities in Dorset, including Bournemouth and Poole, together 

with the NHS Dorset and NHS Bournemouth & Poole, were working in partnership to 
facilitate the reprovisioning of accommodation for people with learning disabilities who were 
living in NHS "campus" provision.  This was to meet the requirement by the Department of 
Health for this to be achieved by 2010. 
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133.3  Two successful bids to the Department of Health via NHS Dorset had resulted 

in £1,440,000 of capital funding.  On 5 March 2008, the Cabinet had approved the first 
tranche of grant amounting to £770,000.  In order to meet deadlines for further approvals, 
the Chief Executive had given authority, using his delegated powers, to accept a further 
tranche of grant from NHS Dorset in the sum of £670,000.  This funding had now to be 
transferred by the County Council to housing providers in the form of grants to acquire 
housing for those individuals under the Campus Reprovision Programme.  Further bids for 
additional tranches of funding were anticipated. 

 
133.4  The effect on Dorset County Council's budget should be neutral and the risk 

implications were regarded as minimal.   

 
Resolved 
134.1  That the authority given under delegated powers to enter into a further 
agreement with NHS Dorset for the Campus Reprovision Programme be noted. 
134.2  That the Director for Adult and Community Services be authorised to enter 
into further grant agreements to secure additional tranches of NHS funding. 
134.3  That the transfer of funding received from NHS Dorset to housing providers 
through the use of Section 257 Agreements in order to contribute toward the 
purchase of properties for people leaving NHS accommodation to live in the 
community in the administrative County of Dorset, be approved. 

 

Reason for Decision 
135. 

The Campus Reprovision Programme contributes towards the corporate aim 

of ensuring improved health, better care and independence. 

 
Dorset Waste Authorities' Memorandum of Understanding 

136.1  The Cabinet considered a report by the Director for Environment. 
 
136.2  The County Council had submitted an outline business case (OBC) to the 

Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) to apply for PFI credits of up 
to £78 million to support the build of a waste treatment plant in Dorset. 

 
136.3  One of the more important criteria DEFRA had set for waste treatment 

projects to be considered for PFI credits was the existence of a memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) between the Waste Disposal Authority and Waste Collection 
Authorities that demonstrated how each would contribute to the delivery of their Authority’s 
adopted Joint Municipal Waste Management Strategy. 

 
136.4  The Waste Management Liaison Panel had considered the draft MoU at their 

meeting of 20 January and agreed to recommend its approval by the appropriate 
cabinets/committees of the seven authorities during February and March 2009.   

 
136.5  The Cabinet member for Environment added that the MoU accorded with the 

Waste Strategy for Dorset.   

 
136.6 The Memorandum would be the precursor to a formal Service Level 

Agreement that was required by DEFRA later in this PFI procurement. 
 

Resolved 
137.1  That the memorandum of understanding between Dorset County Council as 
the waste disposal authority and the six waste collection authorities be approved. 
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137.2  That the Chief Executive and the Director for Environment be authorised to 
agree any minor changes to the MoU which may be required, following approvals by 
the other six authorities. 
 
Reason for Decision 
138.  To support the corporate aim of safeguarding Dorset's unique environment 
and the priority outcome to reduce the amount of waste sent to landfill. 
 

South East Dorset Transport Study - Progress Update and Governance Arrangements 

139.1  The Cabinet considered a report by the Director for Environment outlining 

progress with the SE Dorset Transport Study, and proposals to commence phase 3 of the 
study with revised joint governance arrangements and increased member involvement. 

 
139.2  It was proposed that a Strategy Advisory Group be formed to take a leading 

role in the consultation process for phase 3 of the study.  The group would include key 
members with officers from each of the three local authorities, plus representatives of the 
other study partners.  Members agreed that the portfolio holder should be the County 
Council's elected member representative on the Group and that, given the commitments of 
the Leader of the Council, he should not be a member of the Group but there should be an 
understanding that he could attend and speak at meetings if and when appropriate.   

 
139.3  A wider reference group of stakeholders such as business contacts, transport 

operators, environmental and other interest groups would also be involved at appropriate 
stages of consultation and be invited to actively participate in workshops facilitated by 
experienced moderators. 

 
139.4  Newsletters, media briefings and website updates were planned to raise 

awareness and seek the views of the public at key stages of consultation.  A number of 
public exhibitions were also planned in the latter stages of strategy development. 
 

Resolved 
140.1  That the methodology for developing the Transport Strategy and consultation 
arrangements for phase 3 of the South East Dorset Multi-Modal Transport Study be 
approved. 
140.2  That the proposal for a joint Strategy Advisory Group for phase 3 of the study, 
be agreed and that Dorset County Council be represented by the Cabinet member 
for Strategic Planning and Transportation with the understanding that the Leader of 
the County Council should also be entitled to attend meetings, and when appropriate, 
to speak in that capacity.   
140.3 That the proposed governance arrangements for phase 

3 (Strategy 

Development) of the Study, with the SE Dorset Strategic Planning and Transportation 
Joint Committee taking formal responsibility for the Study be approved. 
140.4  That the progress made on phase 2 of the Transport Study be noted. 
140.5  That the estimated costs and funding contributions (as set out in Appendix B 
to the report) be noted. 

 

Reason for Decision 
141.  The governance arrangements proposed should provide a sound basis for 
bringing the study to a successful conclusion by the end of 2010.  Progression of the 
study will link to the corporate aim to improve Dorset's infrastructure and strengthen 
Dorset's economy.     
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Developing a Sustainable Transport System - Department for Transport Consultation 

142.1  The Cabinet considered a report by the Director for Environment on a 

consultation exercise by the Department for Transport (DfT) on Developing a Sustainable 
Transport System.  There were a number of issues of specific importance to Dorset and, to 
meet the consultation deadline, a response from the County Council had been sent after 
consultation with the Cabinet member for Strategic Planning and Transportation.     

 
142.2  Members strongly supported the request made in the response that the 

Strategic National Corridor linking Southampton with London should be extended to South 
East Dorset.  The Director confirmed that there would be other opportunities to put the 
County Council's case to the DfT.   
 

142.3  The Cabinet member for Children's Services asked, in the context of the 

Purbeck School review, that officers investigate the possible use of Swanage Railway to 
provide school transport.   
 
 

Resolved 
143. 

That the response as submitted be endorsed. 

 
 

Reason for Decision 
144.  To contribute to the corporate aim to improve Dorset's infrastructure and 

strengthen Dorset's economy. 

 
Management Plans for Dorset's Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs) 

145.1  The Cabinet considered a report by the Director for Environment.     

 

145.2  The process of reviewing the Management Plans had involved extensive 

public consultation and the engagement of a wide range of stakeholders and communities 
over many months, including consideration by the Cabinet at meetings in November and 
December 2008.   
 

Resolved 
146. 

That the Management Plans for the Dorset AONB and the Cranborne Chase 

and West Wiltshire Downs AONB be adopted. 

 

Reason for Decision 
147.  To contribute to the corporate aim of safeguarding Dorset's unique 
environment and to fulfil the County Council's statutory duty to co-operate in the 
production of AONB Management Plans. 

 

Key Decisions not included in the Forward Plan 

 

148. 

The item of business referred to in minutes 149 to 151 had been included on 

the agenda in accordance with Rule 15 of the Access to Information Procedure Rules in the 
Constitution.  As required by this rule, notice had been served on the Chairman of the 
Community Overview Committee. 
 
Weymouth Relief Road 

149.1  The Cabinet considered a report by the Chief Financial Officer. 

 

149.2  Full approval to the Weymouth Relief Road scheme was confirmed in writing 

by the Department for Transport (DfT) in early January 2009.  This had confirmed the DfT 
contribution of £79.223m towards the full scheme costs of £87.422m.  The DfT contribution 
would be paid to the County Council as grant under S31 of the Local Government Act 2003. 
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149.3  To confirm acceptance of the grant, DfT required evidence that the County 

Council had accepted the grant subject to all of the terms and conditions set out in their 
letter. 
 

149.4  Once the terms and conditions had been accepted by the Cabinet, the Chief 

Executive and Director for Corporate Resources would have the necessary legal power to 
sign the grant acceptance letter under Article 14 of the County Council's Constitution. 
 

Resolved 
150. 

That the terms and conditions for receipt of the Section 31 grant in respect of 

Weymouth Relief Road be agreed. 

 
 

Reason for Decision 

151. 

The Weymouth Relief Road scheme supports the corporate aim of improving 

Dorset's infrastructure and strengthening Dorset's economy. 

 

Other Business 

 
MSC Napoli Incident - Local Public Inquiry 

152.1 The Cabinet considered a report by the Director for Environment on the 

findings and recommendations of the Local Public Inquiry initiated by Devon County Council.   

 
152.2  Dorset County Council had submitted evidence to the inquiry and presented 

this in person at hearings in November 2008.  This evidence, and an agreement to support 
proposals by the Local Government Association to investigate the impacts of shipping 
incidents for local government, were approved by the Cabinet on 3 September 2008.  Many 
of the issues raised in Dorset County Council's evidence had been reflected in the 
recommendations of the Local Public Inquiry.  The LGA Shipping Incident report made a 
comprehensive study of a number of shipping incidents and outlined in detail the 
mechanisms by which Local Authorities could mitigate the financial implications of such 
events.  The Local Government Association Coastal Special Interest Group (SIG) intended 
to take forward the recommendations from this report, and to develop an action plan for their 
implementation. 

 
152.3  Members were provided with an e-mail from the County Council member for 

Highcliffe and Walkford setting out his comments on the matter. 

 

Resolved 
153.1  That the findings and recommendations of the Local Public Inquiry and the 

Shipping Incidents - Implications for Local Government report be noted. 

153.2  That the development of an action plan by the LGA Coastal SIG to implement 

the recommendations of the Shipping Incidents report be supported. 

 

Reasons for Decision 
154.1  The Dorset coast is an exceptional asset, and one that should be managed 
sustainably for the benefit of all in the County.  This is emphasised in the County 
Council's corporate aim to safeguard Dorset's unique environment. 
154.2  Recommendations in both of the reports encourage improved safety within 
the shipping industry reducing the potential for similar incidents in the future and 
potential impacts on the Dorset coast.  Furthermore, they also address how the 
financial implications to local authorities of such incidents can be mitigated reducing 
a potential significant burden on the County Council. 
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Cabinet - 4 March 2009 

Exclusion of the Public 
 Resolved 

155. 

That under Section 100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 the public be 

excluded from the meeting for the item of business specified in minutes 156 to 158 
because it is likely that if members of the public were present there would be a 
disclosure to them of exempt information as defined in paragraph 3 of Part 1 of 
Schedule 12A of the Act, and the public interest in withholding the information 
outweighs the public interest in disclosing that information 

 
Award of Highway Works Term Services Contract 
 

156.1  Following minute 147/2008, the Cabinet considered a report by the Director 

for Environment on the outcome of the re-procurement process for the delivery of highway 
maintenance and improvement works.   
 
 

156.2  In relation to the saving in coated materials, the Chief Executive reminded 

members that the Fit for the Future Programme required that all savings from procurement 
would be harvested and not reallocated by the services concerned, but in the context of the 
priorities of the authority as a whole.     
 
 

156.3  The Chief Executive added that in accordance with the decision taken by the 

Cabinet on 21 January regarding the Highway Agency arrangements, he had written to the 
Chief Executives of Christchurch Borough Council and Weymouth and Portland Borough 
Council to give advance notice that the County Council would be serving notice to terminate 
the existing arrangements and the reasons for doing so.  Formal notices would be served 
later that day.   
 
 

Resolved 
157.1  That the Highway Works Term Services Contract be awarded to Hanson 
Contracting for a period of five years with an option to extend to a maximum of a 
further five years on an annual renewable basis. 
157.2  That the saving of £10,500 in coated materials supply be harvested.   

 

Reason for Decision 
158.  To ensure that the County Council has in place efficient and effective 
arrangements for the long-term delivery of the County Council's Local Transport 
Plan, the Weymouth Transport Package, Highways Maintenance and Improvements 
and any other works under the category of Highways and Civil Engineering 
Construction.  There are links with the Council's corporate aims to safeguard Dorset's 
unique environment, improve Dorset's infrastructure and strengthen Dorset's 
economy and to build a council fit for the future. 

 
 
 
 
 




    

  

  
