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Dear Mrs McYarnington
 
Re: Request for Internal Review – 6000233  
 
Thank you for your correspondence dated 20 September 2017 regarding the 
response to your recent request to the Council (6000233).
 
In your correspondence you expressed dissatisfaction with the response to your 
Freedom of Information Request. 
 
 
Internal Review Procedure
 
I am sorry that you are dissatisfied with our handling of your requests and I have 
investigated your complaint in accordance with the Section 45 Code of Practice.
 
Should you remain dissatisfied with the handling of your request, you are entitled to 
contact the Information Commissioner under Section 50 of the Freedom of 
Information Act 2000. The contact details are provided at the end of this letter.
 

Response
 
Background 

On 10 August 2017 the council received your original request for the following:

Can I please request documents including emails related to Westminster City 
Council's progress on implementing items for which it had previously been 
awarded Transport for London Local Implementation Plan funding, for the 
most recent year such documents and emails are available? 

On 6 September 2017 the council responded to your request, providing redacted 
copies of documents from the most recent year (2017/18).

On 20 September 2017 you emailed the council setting out the following in respect of 
your request:

I am writing with regard to my Freedom of Information request submitted on 
10 August 2017: 



"Can I please request documents including emails related to Westminster City 
Council's progress on implementing items for which it had previously been 
awarded Transport for London Local Implementation Plan funding, for the 
most recent year such documents and emails are available?" 

Please correct me if I'm wrong, but all the documents you have sent to me 
relate to Transport for London Local Implementation Plan funding for the 
current or future years i.e. 2017/18 onwards. My request relates to 
Westminster City Council's progress on implementing items for which it had 
previously been awarded Transport for London Local Implementation Plan 
funding, i.e. awarded in past years such as 2015/16 or 2016/17. 

Progress reports should be about past performance, not future plans. Could I 
please ask you to reconsider my request and respond accordingly? 

Internal Review
 
The purpose of an Internal Review is to investigate the handling of a request in 
accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000. As your complaint sets out 
that the council has not provided the requested information, this Internal Review will 
focus on section 1 of the Act as set out in full under the Advice & Assistance section 
of this letter.
 
Under section 1 (1) of the Act, an authority is required to confirm whether requested 
information is held and, subject to any exemptions which may apply in respect of it. 

On this occasion the council responded to the following aspect of your request 
(quoted verbatim): “for the most recent year such documents and emails are 
available”. 

This Internal Review has determined that although the above addressed one aspect 
of the request, it did not address the former as follows: “documents including emails 
related to Westminster City Council's progress on implementing items for which it 
had previously been awarded Transport for London Local Implementation Plan 
funding” as the response was a bid for future funding, not that which had previously 
been awarded. 

As a result, the response did not fully satisfy the requirements of section 1(1) of the 
Act and therefore your complaint in this regard is partly upheld. A revised response 
is provided below.

Revised Response

2016/17

- Letter to TfL dated 8 October 2015 (hbrenna etc) which was the City of 
Westminster submission to TfL in support of the 2016/17 Local 
Implementation Plan (LIP) submission

- Appended to the above letter is the second attachment ‘LIP 2016 17 Proforma 
A Final 6 10 15’ which is the formal TfL form that sets out the main ‘Corridors 
and Neighbourhoods’ programme

- The attached ’16-17 LIP Final-Westminster City Council’ represents TfL’s 
approval of the above which was granted on 18 December 2015



And

- Below is an extract from the TfL ‘Portal’ financial management system which 
for the City of Westminster shows the final claims of expenditure for each of 
the LIP 1-21 designated projects for the closed year of 2016/17. It indicates:

o A total underspend of £38,535.76
o Of which at the beginning of the year £3,460,000 was allocated
o So the underspend represents a 1.1% difference
o An outcome that is considered to be very good given the complexities 

and legal challenges of delivering the wide range of projects on the 
streets of central London 

2015/16

Similarly for 2015/16 the following is enclosed:

- Letter to TfL dated 2 October 2014 (LET David Rowe 021014) which was the 
City of Westminster submission to TfL in support of the 2015/16 Local 
Implementation Plan (LIP) submission

- Appended to the above letter is the second attachment ‘Proforma A 26 09 14’ 
which is the formal TfL form that sets out the main ‘Corridors and 
Neighbourhoods’ programme

- The attached ’City of Westminster 1516 confirmation.pdf’ represents TfL’s 
approval of the above which was granted on 12 December 2015



And

- Below is an extract from the TfL ‘Portal’ financial management system which 
for the City of Westminster shows the final claims of expenditure for each of 
the LIP 1-22 designated projects for the closed year of 2015/16. It indicates:

o A total underspend of £7,083.13
o Of which at the beginning of the year £3,228,917.00 was allocated
o So the underspend represents a 0.21% difference
o An outcome that is considered to be very good  

 

Advice & Assistance
 



In the course of this Internal Review I have made reference to the following 
provisions of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 
  

• 1 (1) Any person making a request for information to a public authority is 
entitled—

(a) to be informed in writing by the public authority whether it holds 
information of the description specified in the request, and

(b) if that is the case, to have that information communicated to him.

This completes the internal review into the handling of your Freedom of Information 
Request under the Council's complaints procedure. Should you be dissatisfied with 
our response, you are entitled to contact the Information Commissioner under 
Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. For your reference, I have 
provided the contact details below: 
 
Information Commissioner's Office
Wycliffe House
Water Lane
Wilmslow
Cheshire
SK9 5AF
 
Tel: 0303 123 1113 or 01625 54 57 45
Fax: 01625 524510
Web:  www.ico.org.uk
 
Should you have any queries, please contact me at the address below.
 
Yours sincerely
 

Information Management Team

https://ico.org.uk/

