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21 Bloomsbury 
London WC1B 3HF 

 
Ada Zaffina 
 
 
By email to:  request-511544-7fd3c1f3@whatdotheyknow.com 
  
 
  

Our ref: FOI-2018-0075 
 
 
20 December 2018 
 
 
Dear Ms Zaffina, 
 
Thank you for your email of 24 November 2018 in which you requested: 
  
 

“Dear Oil and Gas Authority, 
 
Can you please respond to my FOIA request?  
 
I would also like to ask an additional question: I understand from BGS that they received data on reinjection at 
Brockham that specified daily re-injection volumes in 2018 (as opposed to the monthly figures available on the 
OGA PPRS portal). This was used for the analysis of links with seismicity (the Newdigate earthquakes). Can you 
please supply the data that was shared with the BGS. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Ada Zaffina” 
 
 

 
1. We have considered your request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000  

(FOIA) and, where relevant, the Environmental Information Regulations 2004 
(EIRs).  

 
2. The OGA hold information on the daily injection/re-injection rates at 

Brockham, however these are being withheld. 
 

3. While the OGA strives to disclose as much information as we are able, some 
information is exempt from disclosure under one or more of the 
exemptions/exceptions in FOIA and/or the EIR. Having considered the 
information which falls within the scope of your request, we consider the 
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information which has been withheld to be exempt under Section 43(2) FOIA 
and Regulation 12(5)(e) EIR (commercial confidentiality). An explanation of 
the reliance on each of these exemptions/exceptions is set out below. 
 

Section 43(2) and Regulation 12(5)(e) EIRs (commercially confidential) 
 

4. Section 43(2) FOIA provides that information is exempt from disclosure if 
disclosure would, or would be likely to prejudice the commercial interests of 
any person (including the public authority holding it). Regulation 12(5)(e) of 
the EIRs provides that a public authority may refuse to disclose information to 
the extent the confidentiality of commercial or industrial information where 
such confidentiality is provided by law to protect a legitimate economic 
interest. 
 

5. The OGA is withholding information in respect of daily injection/re-injection 
rates, under Section 43(2) FOIA and Regulation 12(5)(e) EIR.  
 

6. One of the functions of the OGA is to regulate the oil and gas industry. In 
exercising its regulatory functions, the OGA considers the technical details of 
the operations to be carried out by the licensees, operators and their partners. 
 

7. Disclosure of these technical details regarding daily injection/re-injection rates 
would, or would be likely to, provide competitors of Angus and their partners 
with technical information (in some cases of a specific and unique nature), 
which is likely to undermine their commercial positions (for example by such 
competitors copying technology for free or by revealing likely injection to 
production ratios that could help calculate expected revenues and profits). All 
of this is likely to have negative repercussions for Angus and its partners in a 
competitive environment (i.e. by forcing them to pay more for goods and 
services or by artificially distorting their share price). 
   

 
Public Interest 

 

8. In withholding the requested information, the OGA has considered whether 
the public interest in withholding the information is outweighed by the public 
interest in disclosing the requested information.  
 

9. The OGA acknowledges that disclosure of the requested information can lead 
to greater transparency and enhanced scrutiny of public authorities. However, 
the need and desire for greater transparency must be balanced against the 
need to protect the commercial interests of companies and the OGA’s 
objective of having an effective system of regulation and energy supply. 
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10. In light of the matters set out above, the OGA considers that disclosure of 
Angus’ daily injection rates, would, or would be likely to prejudice their 
commercial interests (as mentioned above, by copying technology for free, 
distorting share prices or forcing up costs and prices).  
 

11. Further, the OGA considers that, while the public may rightly wish to know 
about sub surface operations being carried out in the United Kingdom, 
particularly if it is in an area local to them, the public interest in withholding the 
requested information outweighs the public interest in disclosing the 
requested information. This is because disclosure would likely impact 
negatively on the ability of the UK to supply itself with cost-effective energy in 
that Angus (and other such energy companies) would, in the future, be less 
likely to conduct operations on the United Kingdom continental shelf, due to 
the loss of exclusive technology and other cost implications, with consequent 
downward impact on that company’s costs/profits, or that the cost to the 
consumer would need to go up in order to compensate for this. 
 

12. This would also affect the United Kingdom in respect of obtaining a cost 
effective and sustainable supply of domestically sourced gas, thus raising the 
price of gas to the consumer and making the UK more dependent on gas from 
abroad. This would be contrary to the public interest. 
 

13. As well as the information on the OGA PPRS web page, if you have not 
already seen it, Projection and Injection rates were made available from the 
Newdigate Workshop, and can be found here: 
https://editor.ogauthority.co.uk/media/5158/7a-brockham-production-injection-
summary-2018.pdf 
 

14. This concludes the OGA’s consideration of your request.  
 
 
Appeals procedure  
 
If you are unhappy with the way the OGA has handled your request, you may 
request an internal review. A request for an internal review should be made within 40 
working days of the date of receipt of the response to your request and should be 
addressed to:  
 
FOI Manager 
Oil and Gas Authority 
21 Bloomsbury Street 
London  
WC1B 3HF 
Email:  foirequests@ogauthority.co.uk  
 

https://editor.ogauthority.co.uk/media/5158/7a-brockham-production-injection-summary-2018.pdf
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Please quote the reference number above in any future communications with regard 
to this request. 
 
If you are unhappy with the outcome of the internal review, you may contact the 
Information Commissioner at www.ico.org.uk or at Information Commissioner’s 
Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 

FOI Officer 

 

 

http://www.ico.org.uk/

