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Our ref: 7607365

  

15 July 2019
 
of Optometrists
 ??? 
 
 
Account reference:xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx 
 
Freedom of Information Act 2000
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
This request is being handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.
 
Request 
Dear FOI officer 

The British and Irish Orthoptic Society on behalf of the Clinical Council for Eye 
Health Commissioning are writing to make an open request for information 
under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 

There is a national recommendation, by the UK National Screening committee, 
to offer orthoptic-led vision screening to children at aged 4-5 years, mainly to 
ensure that amblyopia (reduced vision), is detected and treated at an age 
where treatment has the potential to improve vision. 

Public Health England introduced service specifications for a Vision Screening 
Service in 2017. We are concerned that a Vision Screening service is currently 
not being offered to all children aged 4-5 years in England leading to inequality 
of eye health care provision. 

We are aware that the responsibility for commissioning 0 - 5 year children's 
public health services has transferred from the NHS to Local Authorities; and 
that in addition there are to be significant cuts to Local Authority Public Health 
funding which may affect these services 

We would be grateful if you could answer the following questions (for the 
financial year 2019/2020) to determine the arrangements made by your local 
authority to commission vision screening for your eligible resident population 
and it's quality assurance. 

We look forward to hearing from you. 
Yours sincerely, 
Olivier Denève 
Secretary to the Clinical Council for Eye Health Commissioning 
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1. Do you currently commission vision screening in school of children aged 4-5 
years old? Y / N 

If YES, would you please: 

2. List the key features of your commissioned screening service: 

a. Settings (e.g. school). 
b. Screening personnel (e.g. orthoptist, school nurse or other health 
professional). 
c. The onward care pathway for children who fail the vision screening. 
d. The quality assurance (QA) processes (audit) and identified clinical lead for 
the vision screening service 

3. Tell us how you monitor if every child in your Local Authority has been tested 
(including those in private schools or those who are home-schooled). 

4. Tell us whether the programme will be commissioned again in the next 
financial year 

5. If NO- you do not currently commission a vision screening service in your 
area, would you please tell us : 

a. why you do not commission vision screening? 
b. whether a service is planned for the next financial year (2020/21)? 
c. whether an existing service in your area has been recently 
decommissioned?... 
 
Response
I am writing to advise you that, following a search of our paper and electronic 
records, I have established that the information you requested is not held 
by Birmingham City Council. 
 
The information requested is not held because it is not a mandatory public 
health service.
  
Please quote the reference number 7607365 in any future communications.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to 
ask for an internal review. Internal review requests should be submitted within 
40 working days from the date this authority issued its initial response to your 
original letter and should be addressed to:
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Corporate Information Governance Team
PO Box 16366
Birmingham
B2 2YY
Email: xxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxx.xxx.xx
 
 
 

If you are still dissatisfied with the Council’s response after the internal review 
you have a right of appeal to the Information Commissioner at:

The Information Commissioner's Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire SK9 5AF. 
Telephone: 01625 545 700 
Website: www.ico.gov.uk

 
I will now close your request as of this date.
 
 
Yours faithfully
 

 
Governance and Compliance 

 
Re Use of Public Sector Information
Where Birmingham City Council is the copyright holder of any information that may be released, re-use for personal, 
educational or non-commercial purposes is permitted without further reference to the City Council. Where the re-use is 
for other purposes, such as commercial re-use, the applicant should notify the City Council in writing to seek approval or 
agree terms for re-use

              




    

  

  
