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Dear Ms Cheron  

 

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request – 181004035 

 
Thank you for your request dated 04 October in which you asked for the following 
information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):   
 
Could I have information regarding the number of violent incidents - any incident 
involving violence between inmates - that have taken place at HMP Berwyn since it's 
opening in February 2017 until August 2018. 
 
Your request has been handled under the FOIA. 
  
I can confirm that the MoJ holds some of the information that you have requested. However, 
the information is exempt from disclosure under section 21 of the FOIA, because it is 
reasonably accessible to you. The information can be accessed via the following link:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/safety-in-custody-quarterly-update-to-june-2018 
  
The information specific to HMP Berwyn can be found in the ‘Assaults data tool data’ CSV 
download file which can be filtered per prison and by type of offence (i.e. prisoner on 
prisoner).  For ease, I have extracted information that will best answer the FOIA (using the 
filter ‘yes’ for prisoners and ‘no’ for staff) regarding the number of violent incidents between 
prisoners at HMP Berwyn and is presented in the table below: 
 
Table 1: Incidents at HMP Berwyn involving violence between prisoners: 

Year Number of incidents at HMP Berwyn 

2017: March to December 50 

2018: January to June 91 

This publication updates statistics on assaults up to June 2018. The bulletin is released by 

the Ministry of Justice and produced in accordance with arrangements approved by the UK 

Statistics Authority.   

The information from July 2018 to August 2018 is exempt from disclosure under section 

22(1) of the FOIA, because it is intended for future publication.  It is reasonable to withhold 

the information until its planned publication. 

 

This is a qualified exemption which means that the decision to disclose the information is 
subject to the public interest test. When assessing whether or not it was in the public interest 
to disclose the information to you, we took into account the following factors: 
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Public interest considerations favouring disclosure 
 

 Disclosure would be consistent with the Government’s commitment to increasing 

transparency. 

 
Public interest considerations favouring withholding the information 

 

 It is in the public interest to adhere to the exiting publication process for official 

statistics, which includes time for the data to be collated and properly verified before 

placed in the public domain. If the requested information were released before the 

necessary verification it would increase the risk of inaccurate or incorrect data being 

published.  

 The process will ensure that accurate information is available to all members of the 

public at the same time. Premature publication could undermine the principle of 

making the information available to all at the same time through the official 

publication process. 

 
On balance, I consider the public interest favours withholding the information at this time. 
 
Please be advised the information is due to be published on 31 January 2019 and can be 
accessed via the following link: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/safety-in-custody-statistics 
 

HMP Berwyn is a key part of our investment to reform and modernise the prison estate and it 

is performing well. 

 

A group of independent monitors recently praised the work of staff, describing their efforts to 

establish a new prison from the drawing board as a ‘considerable achievement’.  

 

Violence will never be tolerated and we are ensuring prison officers have the tools they need 

to do the job safely by rolling out body worn cameras, ‘police-style’ handcuffs and restraints, 

and PAVA incapacitant spray. 

 

 
Appeal Rights  
 
If you are not satisfied with this response you have the right to request an internal review by 
responding in writing to one of the addresses below within two months of the date of this 
response.  
 
data.access@justice.gov.uk 
 
Disclosure Team, Ministry of Justice, 10.38, 102 Petty France, London, SW1H 9AJ 
 
You do have the right to ask the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO) to investigate any 
aspect of your complaint. However, please note that the ICO is likely to expect internal 
complaints procedures to have been exhausted before beginning their investigation. 

 

Yours sincerely  

 

Sarah Bowker  
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Business Manager, HMP Berwyn, HMPPS in Wales 


