
 
 

 
 

27 September 2013 
Dear Sirs 
 
I would like to address concerns raised last week (26 September) about the 
possibility of using a site on Lower Luton Road for a new secondary school. 
 
The county council has a statutory duty to secure sufficient school places – 
ensuring all Hertfordshire students have access to a good education is extremely 
important. We need to plan ahead so we can meet the rising demand for 
secondary school places in Harpenden and surrounding villages, otherwise there 
will be a serious shortfall of places in the future. There is already a forecast 
shortage of places in the Harpenden area, with some pupils having to travel to 
schools in St Albans and beyond. Indeed, this is a topic that comes up every year 
in the local media when school places are allocated. This is not likely to improve – 
by 2017/18 there will be a shortage of places across both Harpenden and St 
Albans.  
 
There are very limited opportunities to expand existing schools or find sites 
suitable for new secondary school provision in Harpenden. We have been 
discussing this issue with St Albans City and District Council, who are responsible 
for strategic planning and land allocations in their area, for a number of years. 
They are very much aware of our proposals and the need to identify a site for 
education provision in their strategic local plan. St Albans City and District Council 
will need to consult with the local community on their strategic local plan in due 
course.   
 
In the meantime, in order to be as prepared as possible for the future, we are 
seeking to purchase the land at Lower Luton Road, Harpenden. Contrary to claims 
made last week, no compulsory purchase orders have been used and we very 
much hope to secure the land without the need for this. We have been in touch 
with the landowners over the last two years and we will be working with them to 
ensure they get a fair price for their land. 
 
This purchase will ensure that a site could be available in the event it is required in 
the future for a school. It is very, very early days – nothing has been ‘rubber-
stamped’.  A planning application process will need to be undertaken and approval 
gained, which will include public consultation with local residents.  
 
Finally, there is no secrecy about these plans. Since early 2011 we have made our 
position clear at various meetings with the district council about the potential for 
this site to provide school places and to help inform their strategic local plan. There 
have been meetings with local community groups, such as representatives from 
schools, and we have debated this at three public council meetings over the last 
few weeks. In addition, local county councillors have been discussing this with 
residents. For more information about our work with the district council to date, visit 
www.hertsdirect.org and search for ‘Children's Services Public Notices’. 
 
Yours faithfully, 



 
Chris Hayward 
Cabinet Member for Education 
Hertfordshire County Council 
 
 


