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Dear Mrs Ritchie, 
 
I am writing in response to your e-mail of 7 March, in which you requested all videos and 
productions relating to the NMI Part of an Inquiry into Loss of Trident Report. 
 
Under section 21 to the Freedom of Information Act 2000, the Department for Transport is 
not required to provide information that is already reasonably accessible to you. 
 
As you are aware, in his “Report into the rehearing of the formal investigation into the loss 
of the motor fishing vessel “Trident” registered at Peterhead (Official Number PD111), Sir 
Stephen Young, the Sheriff Principal of Grampian, Highlands and Islands, stated that “the 
National Maritime Institute’s report dated 22 October 1976 was the subject of only brief 
passing references during the inquiry”; there was no actual section devoted to the NMI 
report, a copy of which you already have. 
 
Sir Stephen Young added that a substantial part of it [the NMI report] was repeated word 
for word, or more or less so, in a paper by Dr A. Morrall entitled: “Capsizing of Small 
Trawlers”. He also states that “the NMI report was lodged by the Advocate General for 
Scotland as a production a month or so before the inquiry got underway on 19, October, 
2009.” I believe that you may already have a copy of this paper but I have attached a 
further copy to ensure that this is the case. 
 
The daily transcripts, which I understand you also have, provide the full detail of the 
discussion. The transcripts are also available until the end of April at www.fv-
trident.org.uk; after this date users will be redirected to an archived version of the site. 
 
There are therefore no productions that relate to the NMI part of the inquiry that are not 
already in your possession.  
 
With regard to a video, the Department is not aware of any video footage that exists of the 
NMI tests. 
 

http://www.fv-trident.org.uk/
http://www.fv-trident.org.uk/


As you are aware, the Secretary of State for Transport has asked the Maritime and 
Coastguard Agency to look carefully at what value the evidence gathered during the 
Trident RFI might have in developing stability awareness training courses for fishermen. 
He has also asked the Maritime and Coastguard Agency and Fishing Industry Safety 
Group to consider the Sheriff Principal’s recommendation on the introduction of a 
minimum angle of vanishing stability of at least 60 degrees for new fishing vessels. 
 
Beyond this, I am afraid that there is little more that the Department for Transport can now 
do in respect of the Trident. 
 
If you are unhappy with the way the Department has handled your request or with the 
decisions made in relation to your request you may complain within two calendar months 
of the date of this letter by writing to the Department’s Information Rights Unit at: 
 

Zone D/04 
Ashdown House 
Sedlescombe Road North 
Hastings 
East Sussex TN37 7GA 
E-mail: FOI-Advice-Team-Dxx@xxx.xxx.xxx.xx     

 
Please see attached details of DfT’s complaints procedure and your right to complain to 
the Information Commissioner.  
 
If you have any queries about this letter, please contact me. Please remember to quote 
the reference number above in any future communications. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Nick Court 
Shipping Policy 
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