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Thank you for your e-mail of 6 June 2020 addressed to the First Minister regarding the practice of 
conversion therapy. I have been asked to respond.

Scotland is considered to be one of the most progressive countries in Europe regarding LGBTI 
equality and has a very clear position on promoting LGBTI rights. I can confirm that the Scottish 
Government does not support or advocate the practice of conversion therapy in the UK, regarding it 
as unethical and potentially harmful as there is no place for this within Scotland. We are engaging 
with the UK Government as they develop proposals to seek to ban this practice across the UK.

In addition, you will wish to be aware that the Memorandum of Understanding on Conversion 
Therapy in the UK was signed by Scotland’s Chief Medical Officer and includes support from the 
Department of Health in England plus a range of other professional bodies, such as the Royal 
College of Psychotherapists, the UK Council of Psychotherapy and many more.

Yours sincerely
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