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LETTER FROM LORD SHACKLETON, ON BEHALF OF
THE POLTTICAL HONOURS SCRUTINY COMMITTEE, TO
THE PRIME MINTUSTER.

‘ us
There has been placed before/a recommendation
that Mr Cyril Smith should be made a Knight,

for his political services.

2. We draw your attention to the risk that
such an award could give rise to adverse

criticism.

3. In 1970 Mr Smith was the subject of an
investigation by the Lancashire Constabulary

in connection with allegations of indecent
assault against teenage boys. The allegations
related to a period now more than twenty years
ago, from 1961 to 1966, when Mr Smith was on
the Rochdale Town Council and acted as
Secretary to a committee administering a hostel
for boys. Mr Smith denied the allegations.
We understand\that the Director of Public
Prosecutions, to whom the Lancashire.Constabulary
sent their papers, advised against prosecution

on the grounds that there was no reasonable

prospect of conviction,

/4, But in
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4. But in 1971 there was comment in Che
Rochdale Alternative Press and Private Eye.
Copies are attached. One may regret thisg
kind of press reporting, but it could be
revived if an award to Mr Smith were made.
Moreover, in 1982, following a break-in
at the offices of The Sun, police enquiries
revealed that the editor of The Sun had
a copy of the 1970 Police Report, Other
newspapers may possess it. One can only
speculate whether any editor of a national
newspaper will be prepared to publish reports

of the allegations,
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S. We consider that Mr Smith would be
slightly unfortunate if this episode were

to stand in the way of an award, and we would
not wish to make a positive adverse report
if, after considering what I have said, you
yourself were minded to proceed. But we have
felt it right to warn fou of our fear that

the integrity of the honours system would be
at some risk if the award were to be made and

announced.

{5+ If you decide to proceed, we will sign
a Certificate. If you decide not to proceed
we would have no objection if you wished that
a communication should bé made on your behalf

to Mr Steel.



From: MRS M E HEDLEY-MILLER

. (| May 1988
@

SECRET AND HONOURS IN CONFIDENCE

MR N WICKS

You are aware that the Political Honours Scrutiny Committee has
considered carefully the name of Mr Cyril Smith proposed for honour,
for his political services, in the Birthday Honours List 1988. The
Committee have asked me to write to you about him,

2 The Committee have seen articles in Private Eye and the Rochdale
Alternative Press, copies of which I enclose, about alleged offences
in the early 1960's, and a police enquiry in 1970.

3. But they dislike the risk of doing injustice on the basis of
press reporting from such sources. They have noted Mr Smith

was made an MBE in 1966, when an Alderman, for his political and
public services in Rochdale: and that he subsequently became
Mayor. He also became a Member of Parliament in 1972 after the
police enquiries.

4, They have noted also that it was decided not to prosecute

Mr Smith. Had there been a prosecution and an acquittal, it is
reasonable to suppose that the Committee would not have wished to
stand in the way of honour. The Committee feels that the benefit
of the doubt should the more readily be givem where there was no
prosecution.

5. The Committee have accordingly signed the Certificate attached,

and are content for the final decision to be taken by the Prime
Minister herself.

ot

MRS M E HEDLEY-MILLER
{Secretary of the PHSC)
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House of Lords
{| May 1988
The Rt Honble

Margaret Thatcher MP

Dear Prime Minister

We have considered, in accordance with the terms of our reference,
the particulars of Mr Cyril Smith, whom you propose to recommend
to Her Majesty for an honour on account of political services in

the Birthday Honours List, 1988.

2. You will be aware that we have had some hesitation about

this award. But we now have the honour to report that, so far
as we believe and have been able to ascertain, his past history
or general character does not, inm all the circumsfances, render

him unsuitable to be honoured.

Yours sincerely
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“You can't harm me. My best friend is the
Director of Public Prosecufions.”’
' {reoditional)

T!lcn.' is nut an hmporiant newspaper or TV
ststion in the land which has not reveived a copy
of the May issue of the Rochdale Alicrnative
Poper (RAP), one of the few communify news-.
papers 10 have flouridied in recent years. The

_centre page arlicle, entitled *Strange Case’,
| describes some untisual behaviour on the gm
| of Cyril Smith, Rochdale’s newly-returne
: Liberal MP, The alicgations are substantiated
I by a number of swom stalemenis and carefully .-
| recorded interviews, but they have so far not
been puuime‘dq'ﬁlvwhm.gtsr. Nor has any writ
for libel yet heen'issued by C. Smith. -
The article refers to the Cambridge House
Boys Hostel, which was
opened by the Rochdale Hostel Tor Boys
Association, of which Cyril Smith was secretary.
Smith was then a prominent member of the
' Labour Party (e got the MBE on the recom-
’ mendation of the 1own's Labour MP in 1966).
It publithes extracts f[rom three mien, all
living in Rochdale and all then homeless
apprentices who were il_hy!:g in the hostel.
The first man says that he had missed a day
of f work, which Was against the hostel rules.
He was reporied lﬁﬁ'ﬁ’i!'er.i'lawcd by Cyril
Smith. His statemént goss on:
* “He gave me the choice beiween accepling
ihis punishment of leayin 12: hessLiled 1
would acce _ll}j[:"p_lj shment. .. He 1ook me

into the Quiet Re e told me to take my:
trousets and pants down and lie hit me four or
five times with his bare hands on my bare
buttocks”

The second man's statement says:

“Cyril Smith found that | had taken some

money, He l_!kgbemq if T would accept his
unishment or be dealt with by the suthorities.

{1 sald | would sccept his punishment, lie then
1old me 16 take off my irousers and panis and
bend over his knee. He trapped my hands

- between hisJeps. 1le hit me meny times with his

bare hand, and 1 pleaded with him to stop

because he was hurting me. This 1oak place at

the hostel. Afterwards, he came to my bedroom

and wiped my bare butfocks with a sponge.”

Another man sys:

“Aftera few days [ was given a kind of
medical examination by Cyril Smith, He told
me {o take my trousers and pants down. He
held my testicles and told me 1o cough.”,

The RAP editoss say they have four other

sworn statements from men who allege similar
spmkin# or inspections.

. The hostel closed in 1965, after the council
decided not 10 increase their grant, But in 1970,
a young man was n_l‘al_qrvjewed at Rigdey Remand
Cenue, He 10]d police about punishment he
had received from Smith at the Rachdale hosiel
severa) years previously. A full-length police
inquiry followed, Smith was interviewed and
vigorously depied all the allegations

put to him,

The police inquiry was completed, and
file prepared, What happened then is not clear,
A DPP statament 10 RAP put it Iike this:

““The DPP cannot frace such 3 case being
referred to us, but cannot vonfirm or deny
receiving iL"

This smbiguous statement was not helped

very much by s telephone call 1o RAP from Sit
A SEatnGr, e

=

Norman T H The DPP, who svid he

could not remember such a case, Thegpolics

declined Yo comment, .?’
Whether o1 not the {file went 1o e DPP, it

was kept for some years at the police head-
quatrlers at Presion,

In March 1974, dusing discussions about the
possible farmation of a Con/Lib coalition afler
the genersl election of that month, the Special
Branch copied the file and took it, with L f
special security precautions, to London.

At the time of the police inquiry, Cyril .
Smith had just joined the Liberal Pariy and was
expecied 1o bpcome Liberal candidateina . =»

.

town with substantial Liberal taditiont, . - s =

L} [ F R
" ——
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-3 SECRET AND HONOURS IN CONFIDENGE
DF’AE‘MI‘\JJIE FROM MRS HEDLEY-MILLER

TO '[HE PRIME MINISTER'S PRINCIPAL PRIVATE SECRETARY

You are aware that the Political Hounours Scrutiny Committee has
considered carefully the name of

proposed for honour , for his political services, in the Birthday
Honocurs List 1988. The Committee have asked me to write to you

about him.

2. The Committee have seen articles in Private Eye and the Rochdale
Alternative Press, copies of which I enclose, about alleged offeénces

in the early 1960's, and a police enquiry in 1970.

3. But they dislike the risk of doing injustice on the basis of
press reporting from such sources. They have noted Mr

was made an MBE in. 1966, when an Alderman, for his political and
public services in Rochdale: and that he subsequently became Mayor.
He also became a Member of Parliament in 1972 after the police

enquiries.

4, They have noted also that it was decided not to prosecute

Mr . Had there been a prosecution and an acquittal, it
is reasonable to suppose that the Committee would not have wished
to stand in the way of honour, The Committee feels that the
benefit of the doubt should the more readily be given where there

was no prosecution.

5. The Committee have accordingly signed the Certificate attachede. & s

¥

They for their part do not wish to pronounce against the proposed
honour, and are ecntent for the Prime Minister herself to judge

whether the political and public services rendered by Mr

merite Tha suward af a bnishrhand.
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prom: MRS M I HEDLEY-MLILLER

J: % @) 28 April 1988

. . ) ”
. SECRET Jag, aata, o s d

M{  HONOURS IN CONFIDENGE

{

SIR ROBIN BUTLER"],

$ie spoke about : _ ' | Mr Cyril Smith,

proposed for Knight Bachelor for his political services.

2. I attach copies of the relevant pieces from the Rochdale

Alternative Press and Private Eye.

3. The PHSC might have taken the view that the fact that the
Press might stir up adverse comment on the announcement of a K
for Mr Smith was enough to justify what I might call a "Warning

of risk'" letter from them to the Prime Minister.

4, I have now consulted the Committee. They feel that
~ if there is fire under this smoke, they would probably
not wish to sign a certificate giving their go-ahead

for a K.

- if it is all rather baseless, then "let the press do its
worst', but the Prime Minister need not be prevented from

giving an honour where this is due.

5. They would accordingly wish:
{i) to see the Lancashire police report to the DPP

(ii) to know what lay behind the DPP advice that there was

o moeeope-reasonable prospect-of-conviction: - Btd they-mean that- -



. SECRET

HONOURS IN CONFIDENCE

Mr Smith was probably innocent? Or merely that he probably

was not innocent but that the evidence was nevertheless not

such as to stand up in court?

6. So they would like further information, which I wewid have

to invite you, please, to help me to obtain.

+ I am very ignorant about the

ways of the Director of Public Prosecution), but I hope that

a letter on the lines of the attached draft would be appropriate.

bt

MRS M E HEDLEY-MILLER
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, SECRET AND HONOURS IN CONFIDENCE

DRAFT LETTER FROM SIR ROBIN BUTLER
TO the DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS

It has,been proposed to the Prime Minister that Mr Cyril Smith MP
should be recommended for the award of a knighthood for his

political services.

2. My enquiries! ' \ about Mr Smith reveal
that your predecessor, in 1970, received papers from the Lancashire
Constabulary in connection with allegations of indecent assault,
between the years 1961-66, when Mr Smith was on the Rochdale
County Council and acted as Secretary to a Committee administering
a hostel for boys. The then Director, I understand, advised
against a prosecution on the grounds that there was no reasonable
prospect of conviction..

CPete /
3. The Pglitical Honours Scrutiny Committeeg(a Committee of the
Privy Council, whose present members are Lordvshackleton,
Lord Grimond and Lord Pym) will need to take a view on this honours
recommendation, and they say that they would be greatly helped,
In preparing their advice to the Prime Minister, if they knew
whetfher the case against Mr Smith was not well founded:  or
whether 1t was a sound case, but rhat the evidence was not likely

te stand up in court.



SECRET AND HONOURS IN CONFIDENCE

4, 1 wonder therefore whether you would be willing to tell me
a little more about your predecessor’'s views? 1f you prefer
not to write Mrs Mary Hedley-Miller, the Ceremonial Officer and
Secretary ,of the PHSC, who works for me, could perhaps come and
see you for a brief discussion. The case for taking the
exceptional step of writing to you in this way is to protect the

Prime Minister (and The Queen), while also being fair to Mr Smith.
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