
 

 
 
 
 
Information Compliance and Disclosure Section  
Police Headquarters, Saunders Lane, Hutton, Preston PR4 5SB 
Tel: 01772 412144 
Email: information@lancashire.pnn.police.uk  
 
 
 
Gregory Oakley-Stevenson 
Sent via email to: 
request-359464-4042302a@whatdotheyknow.com  
  
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                             Date: 18

th 
October 2016 

 
   

Dear Gregory Oakley-Stevenson 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION APPLICATION REFERENCE NO: ICDS/FOI/005327/16 

Thank you for your request for information received by Lancashire Constabulary on 19/09/2016 which 
was as follows: 
 
I am writing to request a list of all vehicles in use by Lancashire Constabulary.  
 
Please include at a minimum the number plate, vehicle make and model in addition to base 
station and team the vehicle is used by. 
 
 
Your request has now been considered and some of the information you are seeking cannot be 
provided at this time: 
 
Please see the attached list of all Lancashire Constabularies marked vehicles broken down by the 
make/model, and registration plates.   
 
Please note however that the base and team which uses the vehicle as well as details of 
covert/unmarked vehicles have been deemed exempt from disclosure by virtue of the following listed 
exemption: 
 
Section 31(1)(a)(b) Law Enforcement. 
 
Section 31 is a qualified and prejudice based exemption which means there is a requirement to 
identify and evidence the harm that would be caused by disclosure as well as considering the public 
interest, both of which are evidenced below. 
 
Section 31 considerations 
 
Harm 
 
Harm has been identified in providing you with the details of the vehicle team and base as release 
of this information could allow those intent on criminal behaviour to map our vehicle resources and 
establish specialist vehicles which would undermine law enforcement.  
  
Although ‘marked’ police vehicles are identifiable in the public domain, it is not always clear what 
the specific function of each vehicle is. It should be remembered that any disclosure under Freedom of 
Information must be treated as a disclosure to the world rather than to a particular applicant.  With this 
in mind, whilst not questioning the motives of the applicant, disclosing information regarding the team 
which uses this vehicle together with the registration plate we have provided would help those intent 
on taking part in criminal activity paint a detailed picture of resources. This information would also 
divulge what these vehicles are used for which ultimately leads to even more detailed specifics 



 

regarding Lancashire Constabulary’s force resourcing would be released for all to see.  These details 
would allow those criminally minded to identify specific vehicles and use this information to evade 
apprehension thus negatively impacting on our ability to prevent and detect crime.  
 
In the current climate to disclose specific vehicle identification and locations could go some way to 
demonstrate our operational capacity and could lead to stations being targeted.  This would hinder our 
ability to prevent and detect crime and as a result crime could escalate. 
 
In addition to this there are also concerns associated with the release of any information that would 
identify covert vehicles as law enforcement would be adversely affected. The release of this 
information in relation to vehicles used for covert activities would equip individuals involved in criminal 
activity with an indication of our capabilities. This information, together with other information already 
in the public domain would assist those involved in criminal behaviour in identifying the vehicles that 
are used for covert operations. This would render them useless, hinder the prevention and detection of 
crime and could compromise ongoing and future enquiries. Similarly releasing information that would 
identify ‘unmarked’ police vehicles would equip individuals involved in criminal activity with information 
to allow them to evade officers, again negatively impacting on law enforcement. 
 
 
Public Interest Test for section 31(1)(a)(b) 
 
Considerations favouring disclosure 
 
Disclosure may add value to the accuracy of public debate with regards to resources allocated for the 
prevention and detection of crime. 
 
Considerations favouring non-disclosure 
 
The police service has a responsibility to ensure it has the resources in place to deliver effective law 
enforcement ensuring that the prevention and detection of crime, apprehension or prosecution 
of offenders, and administration of justice is carried out appropriately. 
 
As discussed above, to identify the vehicle role/base as well as unmarked vehicles would compromise 
the vehicles operational purpose. It is a reasonable assumption that a police station will have a 
number of vehicles based at the location which may reflect the area covered, however to reveal 
specific figures could demonstrate to the criminal fraternity the operational capacity of areas. The 
disclosure of detailed resourcing information could enable those involved in committing offences to 
alter their habits or plans to evade detection. Disclosure of this information may prejudice police 
activities and not only has the potential to reveal what resources are available for a given area but also 
potentially reveal details of a discreet location; this obviously increases the risk of crime being 
committed. A disclosure which compromises police resources could affect the force’s overall ability to 
prevent and detect crime, the release of this particular information would provide a tactical advantage 
to offenders which would negatively impact on public safety and undermine the policing purpose. 
 
Disclosure relating to the role of a vehicle may reveal operationally sensitive details; this might include 
the fact that a particular vehicle is used solely by firearms officers. Any ability to identify its presence at 
(or absence from) a particular location may be useful to those intent on criminal activity.  
 
Disclosing the details of covert vehicles would provide sufficient information to those involved in 
criminal activity of the capabilities available to the force when carrying out covert activities in certain 
areas. This could result in them taking steps to evade detection and to destroy evidence if they believe 
that their movements are being monitored. This could also lead to vehicles and officers being 
identified which would render their covert capabilities useless. 
 
Balance Test  
 
Whilst there is a public interest in the transparency of policing, it must be remembered that the police 
service’s ability to deliver effective law enforcement is of paramount importance.  

When considering the points against disclosure, we feel at this moment in time, to disclose information 
regarding vehicle roles/bases as well as unmarked vehicles would inevitably have a negative impact 
on the operational delivery of effective law enforcement.  
 
Therefore on this occasion it is not felt that the case for disclosure of this information is made out. This 
letter serves to act as a Refusal Notice for this part of your request, as per Section 17 (1) of the Act. 
 



 

If you are unhappy with the service you have received in relation to your request and wish to make a 
complaint or request an internal review of our decision, you should write to the Information Assurance 
Manager, Information Compliance and Disclosure Section,  Police Headquarters, Saunders Lane, 
Hutton, Preston PR4 5SB or alternatively send an email to information@lancashire.pnn.police.uk. 
Details of the Constabulary’s Freedom of Information Complaint Procedures can be found attached to 
this email. 

If you are not content with the outcome of your complaint, you may apply directly to the Information 
Commissioner for a decision. Generally, the Information Commissioner’s Office cannot make a 
decision unless you have exhausted the complaints procedure provided by Lancashire Constabulary. 
The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: The Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe 
House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF. 

Yours sincerely 
 

Compliance Team 
 
Information Compliance and Disclosure Section 
 
 
 
 

 


