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Dear Sir / Madam, 
 
Freedom of Information Act 2000 
 
I can confirm that the Northern Ireland Assembly holds the information which you 
requested on 6 November 2015 and some of that information is attached hereto.   
 
Please note, all Petitions of Concern are validated by the Assembly Business 
Office.  Details regarding all Petitions of Concern are published on the AIMS 
portal and are available via the NI Assembly website.  Please click on the link to 
access this information.  This area of the AIMS portal details the plenary item 
title, the date the item was tabled, the date of the plenary meeting, a list of 
Members who supported the petition and the total number of Members in support 
of the petition.      
 
However, I wish to advise you that some of the information cannot be disclosed.  
Please see attached notice setting out details of the information held by the 
Northern Ireland Assembly and the reasons for non-disclosure. 
 
A list of the relevant Petitions of Concern is provided at Appendix A.   

A copy of the information which can be disclosed is enclosed at Appendix B.  
This is a copy of the Petitions of Concern requested however the Members’ 
signatures have not been provided. 
 
You have the right to request that the Northern Ireland Assembly formally review 
this decision and if you wish to do so, please write to me at the address above. 
 
If after such an internal review you are still unhappy with the response, you have 
the right to appeal to the Information Commissioner’s Office at Wycliffe House, 

mailto:xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/plenary/searchresults.aspx?tb=0&tbv=0&tbt=All%20Members&pt=7&ptv=7&ptt=Petition%20of%20Concern&mc=0&mcv=0&mct=All%20Categories&mt=0&mtv=0&mtt=All%20Types&sp=2&spv=18&spt=2015-2016&ss=&tm=2&per=1&fd=&td=&tit=0&txt=0&pm=0&it=0&pid=1&ba=0


Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire. SK9 5AF, who will undertake an independent 
review. 
 
If you have any queries do not hesitate to contact me. Please remember to quote 
our reference number.  
 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

Martina Dalton 

MARTINA DALTON 
Information Standards Officer  
  



REASONS FOR NON-DISCLOSURE  
 

Section 40 – Personal Information 

Signatures have been redacted from the Petitions of Concern provided at 

Appendix B on the basis that this information constitutes personal data and 

disclosure of this information would contravene the first data protection principle.  

Accordingly these are exempt from disclosure under section 40(2) of the 

Freedom of Information Act 2000.   

 

Section 40(2) of the FOIA states that:   

(1) Any information to which a request for information relates is exempt 

     information if it constitutes personal data of which the applicant is the  

     data subject.  

(2) Any information to which a request for information relates is also 

     exempt information if it –  

(a) constitutes personal data which do not fall within subsection (1),  

                           and   

(b) either the first or second condition below is satisfied.  

(3) The first condition is –  

(a) in a case where the information falls within any of paragraphs  

     (a) to (e) of the definition of “data” in section 1(1) of the [DPA],  

     that the disclosure of the information to a member of the public  

     otherwise than under this Act would contravene –  

i.  any of the data protection principles, or  

ii.  …  

(b) ...    

                                                                                                                                           

Section 1 of the DPA states that:  

(1) In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires— 

      “data” means information which—   



     (a) …  

     (b) …  

     (c) is recorded as part of a relevant filing system or with the  

          intention that it should form part of a relevant filing system;  

     (d)   

     (e) …  

         “personal data” means data which relate to a living individual who can be 

          identified—   

     (a) from those data, or   

     (b) from those data and other information which is in the 

          possession of, or is likely to come into the possession of, the 

          data controller.”  

  

The 8 data protection principles are set out at Schedule 1 of the DPA and are 

available in the following link: 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/29/schedule/1 

 

Personal data to which the DPA applies may not be disclosed under the FOIA  

where such release would contravene any of the data protection principles.  

 

The first data protection principle requires that—  

“personal data shall be processed fairly and lawfully and, in particular,  

   shall not be processed unless:  

(a) at least one of the conditions in Schedule 2 is met; and  

(b) in the case of sensitive personal data, at least one of the  

     conditions in Schedule 3 is also met.”  

 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/29/schedule/1


The withheld information in this case comprises of signatures of named Members 

on Petitions of Concern.  It is clear that the individuals are identifiable from their 

signature, which is linked on the document to their full name.  The context of the 

withheld information relates to the individual’s role as an elected Member of the 

NI Assembly, although some of the Members are no longer elected Members.     

 

It is determined that the processing of the personal data referred to would not be 

fair and lawful under the first data protection principle nor is there a condition for 

processing the information under Schedule 2 of the Data Protection Act.  Further, 

information disclosed under the FOI Act is essentially disclosure into the public 

domain and disclosure of Members’ signatures could encourage fraudulent 

activity by individuals falsifying signatures for financial gain, particularly in view of 

other information which is already publicly available in relation to Members’.   

 



                                                                                                               Appendix A 

2015 

Marriage Equality 

Second Stage: Rates (Relief for Community Amateur Sports Clubs) Bill 

Motion under Standing Order 69B 

Justice Bill – Further Consideration Stage – Amendment No.7 

Consideration Stage – Justice Bill 

Motion: Marriage Equality 

Supply Resolution for the 2015-2016 Vote on Account - Amendment 1 

The Union Flag on UK Driving Licences 

Development Proposal 264 Coláiste Droire 

 

2014 

Consideration Stage – Local Government Bill – Amendment 63 

Consideration Stage – Local Government Bill – Amendment 37, 63, 64, 65, & 66 

Local Government Bill: Amendment 19  

Prayer of Annulment Civil Service Compensation Scheme (Amendment) Scheme 

(Northern Ireland) 2014 

Motion - Marriage Equality 

Motion – Report in the inquiry into allegations, arising from a BBC Spotlight 

programme aired on 3 July 2013, of impropriety or irregularity relating to NIHE 

managed contracts and consideration of any resulting actions. 

 

 

 

 



2013 

Motion – Call for an Inquiry into allegations of Wrongful Political Interference in 

the Northern Ireland Housing Executive, potential Breaches of the Ministerial 

Code and Misleading of the Assembly and the Committee for Social 

Development 

Motion: Marriage Equality at the Constitutional Convention  

Amendments to the Criminal Justice Bill – Amendment 21, 24, 26 

Motion - Commitment to inclusivity, mutual respect, peace and democracy – 

Amendment 1    

 

2012 

Marriage Equality 

Report on complaints against Mr Jim Wells MLA 

 

2011 

Amendment to A5 Dual Carriageway project 

A5 Dual Carriageway project 

 

 


