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Cian O'Carroll 

Audit & Risk 

whatdotheyknow.com 

Selectapost 3 
Civic Hall 
Leeds 
LS1 1JF 
 

 

Contact: Tim Pouncey 
Tel: 0113 247 4224 
Fax: 0113 395 0568 
Email: xxx.xxxxxxx@xxxxx.xxx.xx 
Our ref: 2-6NDTXC (FOI 4811) 
26 January 2011 

 

Dear Mr O’Carroll 
 
Freedom of Information Act – List of vacant industrial premises. 
 
I refer to your request to Leeds City Council (the Council) for: ‘a list of all industrial properties 
(not just properties owned by the council) across the city which are currently classed as 
vacant for rating purposes, with an RV greater than £2600 and where possible, details of 
ownership of said properties,’. 
 
Further to your request for an internal review I have, under the Council’s Compliments & 
Complaints Policy, reviewed the decision taken by Mr. Burns not to release the information 
to you.  I have considered the response given to you and the reasons Mr. Burns articulated 
to support his decision. 
 
I have decided that the original decision to withhold details of properties owned by 
individuals was correct but that we should have provided details of those properties owned 
by corporate bodies, (this information is now attached). The reasons for my decisions are set 
out below. 
 
In terms of the exemptions referred to and relied upon by Mr. Burns, I am of the opinion that 
section 40 has been applied correctly in relation to those vacant industrial properties which 
are owned by individuals.  Following the Information Tribunal’s conclusion in the case of 
England and London Borough of Bexley v Information Commissioner (EA/2006/0060 & 
0066), I am of the view that the names and even the addresses alone are personal data 
because of the likelihood of identification of the owner.  Furthermore, I am of the opinion that 
to disclose this data would breach the data protection principles for the reasons set out by 
the Tribunal in Bexley, namely, that the processing would be unwarranted because of the 
prejudice to individuals both in terms of impact upon them emotionally, financially, and in 
respect of potential damage to property. 
 
However, in this case, and having considered all the circumstances of the case, my view is 
that the exemption set out in section 31(prevention or detection of crime) is not engaged as 
outlined in your original response. 
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The attached file (FOI 4811data.xls) includes the name of the liable ratepayer rather than the 
owner, which in some cases will not be the same, we do not hold details of the ownership of 
properties as a matter of course and industrial properties have been identified as having the 
property description code 'IF' in the rating list compiled by the Valuation Office Agency. 
 
If you are not content with the outcome of this internal review, you have the right to apply 
directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision.  The information Commissioner can 
be contacted at: The Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, 
Wilmslow, Cheshire  SK9 5AF. 
 
Yours Sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Tim Pouncey 
Chief Officer, Audit & Risk 
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