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5 April 2013 
 
 
Freedom of Information Act 2000 – RFI20130383 
 
Thank you for your request under the Freedom of Information Act (‘the Act’) of 7 March 2013, 
seeking: 
 
‘I am currently researching the history of the Brush Electrical Engineering Company and their Diesel Oil 
Engines built between 1933 and 1941. During this research, I have found drawings to indicate that the 
BBC installed two of these engines, one, in around 1937 at the South West transmitter, Start Point, Devon, 
the second, in the extension to Broadcasting House in 1939. Both it seems, were used as auxiliary power 
generation units. The reason I write is to ask what information the BBC has in relation to these installations  
and if (given the media involved) there are any photographs of them?’ 
 
I have contacted one of the archivists at the BBC’s Written Archives Centre and they have 
discovered only one reference related to Brush diesel engines, which I have attached with this 
letter. Regrettably, the condition of the original document is poor, and the top of the page is torn 
off, but we understand the document to be dated in the regions of January to February 1942. Sadly 
we have been unable to locate any photographs of the engines. 
 
 
   
Appeal Rights 
 
If you are not satisfied that we have complied with the Act in responding to your request, you 
have the right to an internal review by a BBC senior manager or legal adviser. Please contact us at 
the address above, explaining what you would like us to review and including your reference 
number. If you are not satisfied with the internal review, you can appeal to the Information 
Commissioner. The contact details are: Information Commissioner's Office, Wycliffe House, 
Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF, telephone 01625 545 700 or see 
http://www.ico.gov.uk/  
 
Yours sincerely, 
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Simon Pickard 
Senior Compliance Manager 
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