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Mr Owen Sheppard

Policy and Strategy 

Westminster City Council 

64 Victoria Street 

London 

SW1E 6QP

Telephone 0207 641 3921

Email xxx@xxxxxxxxxxx.xxx.xx 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our ref: 10829925

Your ref: 

Date: 30 August 2019

 
 
Dear Mr Sheppard
 
Freedom of Information Act 2000
 
Thank you for your recent Freedom of Information request. You asked to be provided with 
the following information:
 
As part of negotiating planning permissions, it is common practice for section 106 
agreements to include cash payments from a planning applicant/developer to the council. 
As part of section 106 agreements, it is common practice for time limits to be placed on the 
council's use of the cash, before it will have to be returned to the developer. For example, a 
section 106 agreement could stipulate that X amount of money that the council received 
from a developer will have to be paid back if it's not spent within five years from when the 
agreement was ratified. 
With regards to the above, could I please request the following information: 
1 - In each of the financial years 2014/15 to 2018/19, the total, gross amount of section 106 
money the council returned to developers due to not spending said money within the agreed 
timeframe 
2 - In each of the financial years 2014/15 to 2018/19, the number of instances when the 
council had to return section 106 money due to not spending the money within the agreed 
timeframe: 2014/15, 2015/16, 2016/17, 2017/18, 2018/19 
3 - In each instance noted from question 2, the gross amount of money that was paid back to 
the developer 
4 - In each instance noted from question 2, the planning application that each 106 
agreement was associated with (please provide the planning reference number to identify 
each planning application) 
 
Response - Over 18hours to process
 
This request is being handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 
 
Your request for information will not be processed. This is because the cost of responding to 
your request exceeds the “appropriate limit” as stated in the Freedom of Information (Fees 
and Appropriate Limit) Regulations 2004. 

During the years in question, the Council received over 600 Section 106 agreements. (On 
average, an Agreement has 4 financial contributions and individual terms attached. Some 
contributions are ring-fenced others are generic in spending terms. Information about actual 



[bookmark: 2]spend of the funds requires collating from the relevant departments and finance teams for 
consistency and accuracy of information being provided)

It is estimated it would take an officer one hour on average to review each record to 
establish the extent to which the requested information is held. 

The Council estimate it would cost around £30,000 to comply with your request. In 
accordance with section 17 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 this letter acts as a 
Refusal Notice.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to ask for an 
internal review. Internal review requests should be submitted within two months of the date 
of receipt of the response to your original letter and should be addressed to:
 
Information Management Team 
64 Victoria Street 
London 
SW1E 6QP 
xxx@xxxxxxxxxxx.xxx.xx 
 
If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply 
directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. Further information is also available 
from the Information Commissioner at:
 
Information Commissioner's Office
Wycliffe House
Water Lane
Wilmslow
Cheshire
SK9 5AF
 
Tel: 0303 123 1113 or 01625 54 57 45
Fax: 01625 524510
Web: www.ico.org.uk 
 
I will now close your request as of this date.
 
Yours sincerely
 
Westminster City Council 




    

  

  
