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Dear Alex Alexander, 
 
Thank you for your email of 16 July in which you made a request for information relating to 5G 
RuralFirst. We have treated your request as correspondence as it is not a request for recorded 
information, and to respond to the questions raised requires an explanation. Please find 
answers to your questions below:  

1)  When were the said trials carried out in each said area, giving the beginning and end 

dates in full? 

 

5G RuralFirst (https://www.5gruralfirst.org/) is one of six projects who won part funding from the 
UK government through the Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) 5G 
Testbeds and Trials Programme in March 2018. The 5G RuralFirst project initially ran from 
April 2018 to March 2019. After an internal review, the project has been extended for an 
additional six months, until September 2019. 
 
2) What was its purpose?  
 
5G RuralFirst aims to create a complete end-to-end rural 5G testbed system for trials of new 
wireless and networking technologies, spectrum sharing, and new applications & services. The 
project, led by Cisco, is being delivered by a network of 32 organisations, including principal 
partner the University of Strathclyde, and will focus on testing innovative approaches and 
stimulating new business models for ensuring 5G connectivity is accessible and affordable in 
hard-to-reach rural areas. 
 
More information on the project can be found on the following website: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/case-studies/5g-ruralfirst-rural-coverage-and-dynamic-
spectrum-access-testbed-and-trial. 
 
3) What organization or government department requested the said trials? 
 
The DCMS 5G Testbeds and Trials Programme launched a £25 million competition in October 
2017, seeking projects that would help to pave the way for future rollout of 5G technology in the 
UK. Following a robust assessment process, 5G RuralFirst was one of six projects selected 
from across the UK.  
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4) Were any of the local population from each area informed if so who giving name/s in 
full? 
The 5G Rural First project is made up of a consortium of partners, including industry, local 
authorities and academia. The lead partner, Cisco, has worked closely with community bodies, 
such as Orkney Island Council.  
 
5) Please supply the results of the said trials 
 
The project has explored the opportunities that 5G could bring to rural communities and 
industries like agriculture. For example, the project has developed cow collars to monitor the 
movements, health and milk production of livestock in real time through its Me + Moo app. The 
project has also developed autonomous tractors and drones to monitor and cultivate crops.  
 
The project will continue to run until September 2019, we expect the project lead to publish the 
results over the summer of 2020.  
 
6) Please give the name of the person/s in each area who agreed to the said trials 
 
The 5G Rural First project is made up of a consortium of partners, including industry, local 
authorities and academia. The lead partner, Cisco, has been engaging with stakeholders 
across the project.  
 
7) Clearly state and confirm if any remuneration was paid to each county/area/perso/s 
involved and 8n what dates were monies paid? 
 
We do not hold this information. 
 
9)  How much was paid? 

As above, we do not hold information on whether any remuneration was paid to the 
county/area or persons involved in the trials. 

More generally however, the 5G RuralFirst Project received £4.3 million as a government grant. 
The project, along with the other six, has now been extended following an internal assessment 
process for an additional six months, with £1.3 million of additional funding allocated to 
maximise the benefits and learnings from these projects. 

 
10) To whom was money paid giving name in full and their official position and title?   
 
As above, we do not hold this information. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Francis Mellin  

 

Ministerial Support Team 
 

 

 

 

 




    

  

  
