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Freedom of Information Team 

Department of Health and Social Care 

39 Victoria Street 

London SW1H 0EU 

 

www.gov.uk/dhsc 

 
 
Mr Marc Horn 
By email to: xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx

11 November 2021 

 
Dear Mr Horn, 
 
Freedom of Information Request Reference FOI-1250961 
 
Thank you for your request dated 25 August 2020, to the Department of Health and Social 
Care (DHSC), and I apologise for the length of time taken to respond. Your request is 
listed under Annex A. 
 
Your request has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA). 
 
I have considered your request for information but I am unable to answer questions 1, 2 
and 3 without further clarification. Section 1(3) of the FOIA does not oblige us to answer 
requests where we require further clarification to identify and locate the information 
requested.  
 
So that I provide you with the right information, please can you explain what you mean by 
‘uniquely identify’? On receipt of this information I will continue to process your request. 
 
Please be aware that we cannot guarantee at this stage that a clarified request will fall 
within the FOIA cost limit, or that other exemptions will not apply. 
 
Outside the scope of the FOIA, and on a discretionary basis, you may be interested in the 
following information: 
 
The symptoms list for COVID-19 is published online 
here https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/ 
 
Guidance and information about high consequence infectious diseases and their 
management in England is published online here: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/high-
consequence-infectious-diseases-hcid. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Le-Anne Frankson 
Freedom of Information Officer 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxxx.xxx.xx 
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Annex A 

 
“Subject: Freedom of Information request - Unique symptoms, antigens, genetic code, and 
testing accuracy for antigens and genetic code for SARS-CoV-2 and COVID-19 
 Dear Department of Health and Social Care, 
  
 Based upon previous responses to my FOI the standard response is 
 ...it has long been known that viral diseases cannot be identified in this way as viruses 
cannot be grown in ‘pure culture’. 
 When a patient is tested for a viral illness, this is normally done by looking for the 
presence of antigens, or viral genetic code in a host with molecular biology techniques 
  
 Accordingly please provide a full, accurate and complete list of records held within your 
office, and / or under your authority, supporting the following claims; 
  
 1 - Which symptoms uniquely identify COVID-19? 
 2 - Which viral antigens uniquely identify COVID-19? 
 3 - Which viral genetic code uniquely identifies SARS-Cov-2? 
 4 - What is the accuracy of the testing method for unique COVID-19 antigens upon which 
those governing rely upon, with supporting scientific verification? 
 5 - What is the accuracy of the testing method for unique SARS-Cov-2 genetic code upon 
which those governing rely upon, with supporting scientific verification? 
 6 -  https://www.gov.uk/guidance/high-consequence-infectious-diseases-hcid 
 shows updates detailing the explanation of the removal of COVID-19 from the HCID list 
was on the version dated 21 March 2019. However there is no link to the source 
document. 
 Please provide source document from the 4 nations public health HCID group... that 
supported the decision that   As of 19 March 2020, COVID-19 is no longer considered to 
be a high consequence infectious disease (HCID) in the UK.. 
  
 If any records match the above description and are available to the public elsewhere, 
please provide enough information so that I may identify and access each record with 
certainty (i.e. title, author(s), date, journal, and weblink or location where the public may 
access it). 
 I remind you full, accurate and complete disclosure is required. 
  
 Yours faithfully, 
  
 Marc Horn” 
 




    

  

  
