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20 October 2020 

RECORDS MANAGEMENT SECTION 

 

The University of Edinburgh 

File ref:  T3/39/475 

Old College 

 

South Bridge 

Samir Yunus 

Edinburgh EH8 9YL 

 

Direct Dial  0131 651 4099 

Sent by email: request-660625-

Switchboard  0131 650 1000 

xxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx 

Email  xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xx.xx.xx 

Dear Mr Yunus 

Freedom of information request 

Thank you for your email of 26 April 2020 requesting admissions statistics for our MBChB 

programme. Please accept our apologies for the delay to our response to your request as 

the University’s working arrangements are affected by the Coronavirus outbreak. 

The University of Edinburgh is a global university, rooted in Scotland. We are global y 

recognised for our research, development and innovation and we have provided world-

class teaching to our students for more than 425 years. We are the largest university in 

Scotland and in 2018/19 our annual revenue was £1.1 bil ion, of which £286 mil ion was 

research income. We have over 43,000 students and almost 16,000 staff. We are a 

founding member of the UK’s Russel  Group of leading research universities and a 

member of the League of European Research Universities. 

The University of Edinburgh Medical School is renowned for preparing its students to be 

world class doctors. The MBChB programme curriculum aims to ensure that our 

graduates are caring, competent, confident and reflective practitioners, and are able to 

function at the highest level in academic, hospital or community settings. Further 

information about the MBChB is published on our website. 

Medicine is a ‘control ed subject’. This means the Scottish Funding Council determines 

the number of funded places available. Students resident in England, Wales or Northern 

Ireland and those from overseas are funded differently from those domiciled in Scotland 

and the EU. The places available for these groups are al ocated separately. Further 

information about the al ocation of places is available online. 

MBChB admissions statistics 

International applicants and entrants, 2010 to 2020 cycles (questions 1 and 3) 

You asked for the number of international applicants to our MBChB programme in each 

admissions cycle from 2010 to 2020, and the number of international entrants in the 

same timeframe.  

UNIVERSITY SECRETARY  Ms Sarah Smith 

The University of Edinburgh is a charitable body, registered in Scotland, with registration number SC005336 
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I have interpreted your request for international applicants to refer to those on the 

overseas fee status grouping. More information about our fee status groupings can be 

found on our website.  

Admissions statistics for the MBChB programme between the 2018 and 2020 admissions 

cycles are published on the University’s publication scheme. This provides a breakdown 

of total applications and entrants by fee status.  

Table 1 below provides the number of overseas applications and entrants in each 

admissions cycle between 2010 and 2017.  

Table 1: Overseas applications and entrants to MBChB programme, 2010-2017 cycles 

Admissions 

cycle 

Applications  Entrants 

2010 

442 

28 

2011 

538 

30 

2012 

505 

19 

2013 

393 

19 

2014 

647 

18 

2015 

514 

10 

2016 

408 

8 

2017 

351 

14 

 

Entrants studying A-Levels and UCAT scores, qualifications of interviewees and 

unsuccessful applicants, 2010 to 2020 cycles (questions 2, 4 and 5) 

You asked for the number of entrants who were studying A-Levels or other UK 

qualifications in each admissions cycle from 2010 to 2020.  

The MBChB programme has over 200 entrants in each year. To respond to your request 

fully, we would have to check each individual application for each applicant who entered 

onto the MBChB programme in each admissions cycle. Doing this would cost more than 

£600, the limit over which the University is not required to respond to freedom of 

information requests. Providing the information for a single admissions cycle would still 

be a time consuming and manual task and would cost more than £100, the limit over 

which the University is able to charge a fee for responding to requests. The level of the 

fee is set by legislation, and is set at 10% of any cost over £100, to a maximum of £50. If 

you require information by a single admissions cycle, please let me know and I wil  

calculate the charge.   

You also asked for the UCAT scores and predicted A-Level results of applicants who 

were unsuccessful in obtaining an interview in each admissions cycle from 2010 to 2020.  

In each admissions cycle, around 2000 applications are received for the MBChB 

programme. Between the 2010 and 2019 admissions cycles, only graduate and mature 

students living in the UK were interviewed for the MBChB programme. Therefore most of 
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the applicants did not receive an interview or otherwise enter onto the programme. From 

the 2020 cycle onwards, we are now interviewing all applicants. To respond to your 

request ful y, we would have to check each individual application for each applicant to the 

MBChB programme in each admissions cycle. Doing this would cost more than £600, the 

limit over which the University is not required to respond to freedom of information 

requests. Providing the information for a single admissions cycle would stil  be a time 

consuming and manual task and would cost more than £100, the limit over which the 

University is able to charge a fee for responding to requests. The level of the fee is set by 

legislation, and is set at 10% of any cost over £100, to a maximum of £50. If you require 

information by a single admissions cycle, please let me know and I wil  calculate the 

charge. 

You also asked for the UCAT scores and predicted A-Level results of applicants who 

were successful in obtaining an interview in each admissions cycle from 2010 to 2020.  

As noted above, between the 2010 and 2019 admissions cycles, only graduate and 

mature students living in the UK were interviewed for the MBChB programme.  As you 

wil  see from the published admissions statistics, the numbers of applicants interviewed is 

small.  If you are stil  interested in receiving this information, please let me know and I wil  

investigate the extent to which we can provide the information.  

In the 2020 cycle, the University conducted around 650 interviews for the MBChB 

programme. To respond to your request, we would have to check each individual 

application for each interviewed applicant to the MBChB programme in this cycle. Doing 

this would cost more than £600, the limit over which the University is not required to 

respond to freedom of information requests. 

Interview criteria and interview scoring system and grading system for interview 

performance (questions 6, 7 and 9) 

You asked for copy of the interview criteria used to determine an applicant’s suitability, 

how the interview was scored and the scoring or grading system used to assess 

interview performance and a copy of the interviewer’s form to record performance.  

Please note that from 2020 entry onwards, the University is conducting interviews for al  

applicants to the MBChB programme, where previously only graduate and mature 

applicants living in the UK were interviewed. This means that interviews are now scored 

differently, and scored against a different set of criteria, than between 2010 and 2019.   

In relation to specific marking criteria, as well as scoring or grading systems used for 

interviews to the MBChB programme for 2020 entry, I am unable to provide you with 

information because doing so would seriously compromise the University’s ability to 

select between candidates. The Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 does not 

require us to provide this sort of information as it is exempt under section 30(c). 

In particular, disclosure would substantial y prejudice the process of recruitment to the 

programme by distorting applicants' behaviour and undermining the selection process. 

This exemption is subject to the public interest test. The University acknowledges the 

public interest in openness and transparency particularly when disclosure wil  al ow 

individuals to understand admissions decision making processes. However, there is also 

strong public interest in maintaining the integrity of the University’s selection procedures 
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to ensure that public money is invested in those candidates with the potential to make the 

most successful use of the training and to deliver healthcare of the highest quality 

thereafter. Therefore, in this case, the University considers the public interest in 

withholding this information outweighs the public interest in disclosure. 

I can however, point you to our Applying For Medicine booklet, where you wil  find more 

information on how we assess MBChB applications in line with the attributes published 

by the Medical Schools Council on page 18. 

As noted above, between the 2010 and 2019 admissions cycles, only graduate and 

mature students living in the UK were interviewed for the MBChB programme. In each 

cycle between 2010 and 2019, selection for interview for graduate and mature applicants 

was based on the applicant’s academic score, UCAT score and SJT bandings. Interviews 

were scored by two selectors, scoring separately across three stations. Applicants were 

scored Poor, Average, Good and Excellent over these three stations by each selector. A 

score of Excellent was worth 2 points, and a Good score worth 1 point. An Average or 

Poor score was worth 0 points. As each of the three stations were scored by two 

selectors, the maximum potential score for an applicant in the interview stage was 12 

points.  

Offer holder’s A-Level and UCAT scores and interview scores for successful and 

unsuccessful applicants, 2010 to 2020 cycles (questions 8 and 10) 

You asked for al  applicants who obtained an offer, their UCAT score and predicted A-

Level or other UK qualification results and their score in the interview stage in each 

admissions cycle from 2010 to 2020.  You also asked for the interview scores for 

unsuccessful applicants in the same time period. 

As noted above, between the 2010 and 2019 admissions cycles, only graduate and 

mature students living in the UK were interviewed for the MBChB programme.  

Therefore, most applicants were not interviewed.  If you are interested in the interview 

scores of the small number of applicants who were interviewed please let me know and I 

wil  investigate the extent to which we can provide the information.    

In the 2020 cycle, the University conducted around 650 interviews for the MBChB 

programme. To respond to your request, we would have to check each individual 

application for each interviewed applicant to the MBChB programme in this cycle and 

manually retrieve their score. Doing this would cost more than £600, the limit over which 

the University is not required to respond to freedom of information requests. 

In each admissions cycle more than 400 offers are made for the MBChB programme. To 

respond to your request for UCAT scores and predicted A-level or other UK qualification 

scores, we would have to check each individual application for each applicant who 

received an offer to the MBChB programme in each admissions cycle. Doing this would 

cost more than £600, the limit over which the University is not required to respond to 

freedom of information requests. Providing the information for a single admissions cycle 

would stil  be a time consuming and manual task and would cost more than £100, the 

limit over which the University is able to charge a fee for responding to requests. The 

level of the fee is set by legislation, and is set at 10% of any cost over £100, to a 

maximum of £50. If you require information by a single admissions cycle, please let me 

know and I wil  calculate the charge.   
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Technical exemption 

Please note that as MBChB admissions statistics for the 2018-2020 cycles are available 

to you through the University publication scheme, they are technical y exempt from the 

University’s obligation to answer requests for information under the Freedom of 

Information (Scotland) Act 2002. The information is exempt under section 25 of this Act, 

because it is available to you by another route. This exemption is a technical matter only 

and does not affect your ability to obtain the information. 

If you do not have access to the Internet or would prefer to receive information in hard 

copy please let me know and I wil  arrange for printouts from the appropriate web pages 

to be sent to you. 

Right to review 

If you are dissatisfied with this response, you may ask the University to conduct a review 

of this decision by contacting the University's Records Management Section in writing 

(e.g. by letter or email) or in some other recorded form (e.g. audio or video tape). You 

should describe the original request, explain your grounds for dissatisfaction, and include 

an address for correspondence. You have 40 working days from receipt of this letter to 

submit a review request. The contact details for the Records Management Section are at 

the top of this letter. When the review process has been completed, if you are stil  

dissatisfied, you may use the Scottish Information Commissioner’s guidance on making 

an appeal to make an appeal to the Commissioner. If you do not have access to the 

Internet, please let me know and I wil  provide a copy of the relevant web pages. 

Privacy notice for information request applicants 

The University of Edinburgh's request privacy notice, which describes how we use the 

information you have supplied about yourself and your request, is published on the 

University website. 

Yours sincerely  

Dean McAdam 

Information Compliance Of icer 

 
 
If you require this letter in an alternative format, such as large print or 

a coloured background, please contact the Records Management 

Section on 0131 651 4099 or email xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xx.xx.xx 
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