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Annex A 
 
Dear P Smith, 
 
I am writing in response to your review request received on 24 October 2016. An internal 
review has been carried out by someone of a senior grade to the person who dealt with your 
original request. I am now in a position to respond to you. In your review request you said: 
 
I am writing to request an internal review of Department for Work and Pensions's handling of 
my FOI request 'UN investigation into abuses of human rights of the disabled through 
government "welfare reforms"'. 
 
Please see this annotation to my FoI, which contains advice to myself, and please respond to 
the points raised: 
 
Dear P. Smith, 
 
This response from the DWP is appalling. S.27 is what is called a qualified exemption and 
therefore the DWP is required to carry out a public interest test before engaging s.27 and it 
hasn't even mentioned it.  
 
The ICO guidance for s.27 can be found here and is worth reading:  
 
https://ico.org.uk/media/for-organisatio...  
 
I suggest that you should submit an IRR to the DWP. For me the following issues need to be 
addressed by the DWP in its response to your IRR and then by the ICO if you submit a 
complaint about the DWP subsequent refusal of your IRR:  
 
(1). The DWP hasn't mentioned which part of s.27 it is engaging. There are numerous parts of 
s.27 & the DWP needs to be specific about when part of parts it is relying on.  
 
(2). The DWP hasn't mentioned the public interest test and I suggest it is overwhelmingly in 
favour of disclosure of the information.  
 
(3). Any prejudice arising from disclosure must harm international relations or interests of the 
United Kingdom or its interests abroad. This means that prejudice can't just relate to a single 
government department such as the DWP. I suggest that disclosure might be politically 
embarrassing but any harm wouldn't be sufficient to pass the prejudice test. I also believe that 
any harm would actually be limited to the DWP and that it is not adequate grounds to engage 
s.27." 

 

DWP Central Freedom of Information Team 
 

e-mail: freedom-of-information-request@dwp.gsi.gov.uk 
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In response to your request, I can confirm that the handling of your original request and 
response has now been appropriately reviewed by someone unconnected with the handling of 
your original request.   
 
As a result of this review I can advise that I find the original decision to be correct. Your 
request for review is therefore not upheld. The reasoning behind this decision is as follows: 
 
In applying section 27, part 1b was provided as the reason why the report requested could not 
be provided. Section 27, part 1b states that: 

1) Information is exempt information if its disclosure under this Act would, or would be 
likely to, prejudice— 
(b)relations between the United Kingdom and any international organisation or 
international court, 

 
As expressed in the previous response, the scope, nature and process of UN inquiries are 
confidential. The UN Committee involved have expressly impressed on the UK Government 
the confidential nature of such inquiries. Therefore it was reasoned that provision of such 
information, if held by the government at that time, would have been likely to prejudice 
relations between the UK and the international organisation, the UN.  
 
Whilst I maintain that this decision was correct, the report and the UK Government’s response 
has now been published. Please find the link below: 
   
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRPD/Pages/InquiryProcedure.aspx 
  

If you have any queries about this letter please contact me quoting the reference number 
above.   

 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 
DWP Strategy FoI Team 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

Your right to complain under the Freedom of Information Act 

 

If you are not happy with this response you may request an internal review by e-mailing freedom-of-information-

request@dwp.gsi.gov.uk or by writing to DWP, Central FoI Team, Caxton House, Tothill Street, SW1H 9NA. Any 

review request should be submitted within two months of the date of this letter.  

 

If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review you may apply directly to the Information 

Commissioner’s Office for a decision. Generally the Commissioner cannot make a decision unless you have 

exhausted our own complaints procedure. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: The Information 

Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow Cheshire SK9 5AF www.ico.gov.uk 
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