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Dear Andy Pennington, 
 
Thank you for your Freedom of Information (FoI) request received on 4 January. You wrote: 
 

“Re: UC Transitional SDP Element erosion and the £20 UC uplift temporary measure that 
ceased in October 2021. 
 
Bearing in mind UC payments are automated within the digital platform. What measures 
were incorporated in the UC build/digital platform to avoid/safeguard claimants paid the 
UC Transitional SDP Element paid as part of their UC award payments. Being subject to 
having their UC Transitional SDP Element eroded either through the implementation of 
the £20 UC uplift and the subsequent ceasing of the £20 UC uplift.” 

 
DWP Response 
 
I can confirm that we do not hold the information to respond to your request.  
 
Outside of our obligations under the FOI Act and to be helpful I am supplying the following 
explanation. 
 
The Severe Disability Premium (SDP) Transitional Protection (TP) amount in Universal Credit 
(UC) was not subject to erosion until it was converted into the transitional SDP element in 
October 2020 and paid as an integrated part of the UC award.  
 

The £20 uplift was applied before October 2020, therefore no transitional SDP amounts were 
reduced by the increase in the standard allowance.   

  
As only an increase in the amount of UC payable results in an erosion of the transitional SDP 
element, the removal of the £20 uplift from the UC award does not affect the transitional 
element. 
 
If you have any queries about this letter, please contact us quoting the reference number 
above. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
DWP Central Freedom of Information Team 
Department for Work and Pensions 
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Your right to complain under the Freedom of Information Act 
 
If you are not happy with this response you may request an internal review by e-mailing 
freedom-of-information-request@dwp.gov.uk or by writing to: DWP Central FoI Team, Caxton 
House, 6-12 Tothill Street, London, SW1H 9NA.  
Any review request should be submitted within two months of the date of this letter.  
 
If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review you may apply directly to the 
Information Commissioner’s Office for a decision. Generally, the Commissioner cannot make 
a decision unless you have exhausted our own complaints procedure. The Information 
Commissioner can be contacted at: The Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, 
Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 5AF. 
Website: ICO Contact Information or telephone 0303 123 1113. 
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