
26 January 2017

By email to: request-382343-7e360c8b@whatdotheyknow.com

Dear Ms Fouracre

I refer to your Freedom of Information request received on 16 January 2017 about training
on sexual violence.

I can confirm that the University holds the information requested and is releasing this to you.
Where information is “not held”, this is in terms of section 17 of the Freedom of Information
(Scotland) Act 2002, and is set out below.

Your enquiry and the University’s response.

I am writing to you under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, to request the following
information:

Does your university currently deliver training on sexual violence to staff and/or students?

Yes.

If YES:

Is this training mandatory?
Who is invited to attend the training?
How is the training delivered (e.g. online, in-person seminar, workshop, etc)? What is the
completion rate of the training?

1 Gender based violence is covered as an integral part of degree programmes in Mental
Health Nursing and in Counselling and this learning is provided to students as a normal part
of the curriculum (class sessions). However, the University doesn't have 'completion' rates
for individual sessions. All of these students are expected to attend all sessions.

2 Police Scotland are running a voluntary workshop session for students in Psychology;
Forensic Biology, and for Mental Health Nursing programmes. Completion rate information
is not held.

3 Student Services provided an on-line training programme (this doesn’t give any completion
figures, as it protects student anonymity if they get questions wrong) across the University
for all new students. Student Services also provided 3 stand-alone workshops for new
students during “Orientation” (around 12 students at each workshop) – workshops are
currently optional during “Orientation”. In terms of future plans, Student Services plans to
continue to offer a ‘mixed economy’ approach to training - on-line, workshops and



partnership working with the Abertay Students’ Association, to train sport clubs and student
society office bearers. There are also plans to train class representatives (again, utilising a
partnership approach between the University and the Abertay Students’ Association), but
plans for this are in the early stages.

4 The Womens’ Rape and Sexual Assault Centre provides class sessions for students on
degree programmes in Mental Health Nursing and Counselling, with all students expected to
attend. This is compulsory for Mental Health Nursing degree programme students and
strongly encouraged for MSc Counselling students. No completion rate information is held.

5 The Students’ Association (“Abertay_SA”) is planning to provide bystander initiative peer-
group workshop training (after Abertay_SA staff have been trained by Police Scotland). This
is for all students, who are encouraged to undertake the training, but it is not mandatory. No
completion rate information is likely to be held.

If NO:

Has there been any training offered in the past, and if so, what? Is any training planned for
the future?

If it is not possible to provide the information that has been requested, due to the information
exceeding the cost of the compliance limits that are identified in Section 12, please provide
advice, under your Section 16 obligations, as to how I may be able to refine my request to
meet the requirements of the Act.

This concludes the University’s response.

Your right to seek a review of how your information request was managed

If you are not satisfied with our response or our reasoning set-out above, you have 40
working days in which to require a review of our decision. Any such request should be put in
writing and should be sent to the University Secretary, Abertay University, at the address
provided below. The request should:

(a) detail your request for a review of our decision to be undertaken
(b) describe the nature of your original request
(c) explain the reasons why you are dissatisfied with our response

University Secretary
Abertay University
Bell Street
Dundee
DD1 1HD
Tel (01382) 308016

E-mail: S.Stewart@abertay.ac.uk

If you remain dissatisfied with how your request for information has been dealt with, you also
have the right, in terms of section 47 of FOISA and within 6 months, to apply to the Scottish
Information Commissioner for a decision as to whether we have handled your request
properly.

Information relating to your right to seek review is available from the Scottish Information
Commissioner's website:



http://www.itspublicknowledge.info

or by contacting the Scottish Information Commissioner's Office at the following address:

Scottish Information Commissioner,
Kinburn Castle,
Doubledykes Road, St Andrews,
Fife KY16 9DS

Telephone: 01334 464610

Fax: 01334 464611

E-mail: mailto:enquiries@itspublicknowledge.info

Website: http://www.itspublicknowledge.info

Or via the SIC’s online appeals service

http://www.itspublicknowledge.info/YourRights/Unhappywiththeresponse/AppealingtoCommi
ssioner.aspx

If you are unhappy with the Commissioner’s decision, you also have the right to appeal
further to the Court of Session, on a point of law only, under section 56 of FOISA. Please
refer to the Commissioner’s website (details above) for further information about your right of
appeal to the Court of Session.

Yours sincerely,

FOI Processing

Academic Registry
Abertay University

Abertay University is a registered Scottish charity, no. SC016040


