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Our Reference: 202100250224
Your Reference: Total number of hospital admissions in Scotland
 
22 November 2021
 
Dear Derek Reid,
 
Further to your correspondence of 12 November, I have now completed an internal review of our response to
your request under the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 (FOISA) for the numbers of hospital
admissions in Scotland for the years 2018, 2019, 2020, and the number of hospital admissions to date for the
year 2021.

I have now concluded my review and have decided that a different decision should be substituted.

The exemption originally applied to your request (section 25(1) of FOISA – information is otherwise available)
was incorrect.  The Scottish Government does not hold the information you have requested because Public
Health Scotland (PHS) are the authority responsible for gathering and holding this information.  This is a
therefore formal notice under section 17(1) of FOISA that the Scottish Government does not have the
information you have requested.

However, as set out in the Scottish Government’s original response to your request, the information
requested is available from PHS through the web links previously provided, along with some information as
to how to navigate to and download the specific information requested.  I have reproduced this below for your
ease:

“The information you have requested is available from Public Health Scotland (PHS). In the following
publication: Acute hospital activity and NHS beds information (annual). The relevant information is in
the data file Table 2, Inpatients and Day cases activity. Within this file the data can be found in Table 1,
filtering for All Inpatients and Day Cases and Continuous Inpatient Stay. This covers the period to March
2021.
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Additional information for recent weeks is available at the COVID-19 wider impacts dashboard using the
Summary Trends tab and navigating to Hospital Admissions. Please note the two sources may not be
directly comparable.”

If you are unhappy with the outcome of this review you have the right to appeal to the Scottish Information
Commissioner about our decision within 6 months of receiving this letter.  Information on how to make an
appeal, along with an application form, is available on the Commissioner’s website
at: https://www.itspublicknowledge.info/YourRights/Unhappywiththeresponse/AppealingtoCommissioner.aspx.  

You can also contact the Commissioner at:

The Scottish Information Commissioner
Kinburn Castle
Doubledykes Road
St Andrews
Fife
KY16 9DS
E-mail: xxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxxx
Telephone: 01334 464610

Should you then wish to appeal against the Commissioner's decision, there is a right of appeal to the Court of
Session on a point of law only.

Yours sincerely

 
Yours sincerely
 
 
 
 
 
Roy Sturrock
EUC : Elective & Unscheduled Care Policy

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot

St Andrew's House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 3DG
www.gov.scot




    

  

  
