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Date: 5th December 2011 

 

 

 

Our Ref: FOI/586/11 

 

 

 

Contact: Alice Duarte 

 

 

By email to : request-95513-860ca98f@whatdotheyknow 

Tel:  01438 75 7745 
 
Fax: 01438 75 7419 

 
Dear Ms Evans, 
 
Thank you for your request for information in relation to thefts at construction sites. You have specifically 
requested the following. 
 
Could you please tell me the number of recorded thefts, security breaches and/ or incidents at construction sites 
in your police force area last 12 full months prior to the receipt of this email, specifically  between  December 
2010-November 2011? 
 
I would like a breakdown of incidents which have taken place and where they have happened (specific site 
addresses). Could you tell me what has been damaged or/ and stolen from the site. 
 
I would like a detailed breakdown of the type of thefts, or incidents which have taken place (either proven or 
alleged) and any conviction that has taken place (if this is in your ability to expand). 

 

I am able to confirm that your request has been processed under the terms of the Freedom of Information Act 
2000 (FOI) and I am unable to provide the specific information requested as an exemption applies. 
 
Section 17 of the Act requires the Constabulary, when refusing to provide such information because of the 
application of an exemption, to provide you with a notice which i) states that fact; ii) specifies the exemption in 
question; and iii) states why the exemption applies. 
 
It is considered that the information you have requested is exempt by virtue of Section 12(1) of the Freedom of 
Information Act 2000.  
 
Section 12(1) states that a public authority is not obliged to comply with a request for information if the authority 
estimates that the cost of complying with the request would exceed the appropriate limit. 
 
The specific information you have requested is not held centrally in an easily retrievable format as the 
Constabulary does not specifically record whether incidents are at construction sites.  
 
In order to attempt to collect data to answer you query would require examining each individual incident recorded 
(approximately 400,000 per year) and to attempt to undertake this manual search of records in order to respond 
to your request would exceed the appropriate limit. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

Alice Duarte 
Freedom of Information Assistant 
Hertfordshire Constabulary provides you the right to request a re-examination of your case under its review procedure.  If you decide to 
request such a review and having followed Hertfordshire Constabulary’s full process and you are still dissatisfied, then you have the right 
to direct your comments to the Information Commissioner who will give it consideration. 
 

Information Services Office, Police Headquarters, Stanborough Road,  

Welwyn Garden City, Herts, AL8 6XF 

Hertfordshire Constabulary, Information Services Office, DX 153960, Welwyn Garden City 7 

 




    

  

  
