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Dear Darren Marshall, 

 

Thank you for your Freedom of Information request received on 6 April 2014. Please accept 
our apologies for the delay in our response. 
 
You asked: 
“Could you please enclose information on the number of deaths that have occurred 
during the claim process for Employment and Support Allowance and Disability Living 
Allowance.  
 
Also the number of deaths that have occurred after claimants have been placed into the 
Work Related Activity Group for Employment and Support Allowance.“ 
 
In response to your queries on Employment and Support Allowance, we can confirm that we 
intend to publish statistics on this topic. As the statistics are intended for future publication this 
information is exempt from disclosure under the terms of Section 22 (Information intended for 
future publication) of the FOIA.  This exemption is qualified, and is therefore subject to a public 
interest test.  The public interest test is where the Department considers whether the balance 
of the public interest falls in favour of withholding or disclosing the information requested. 
 
Arguments in favour of disclosure: There are public interest arguments in favour of disclosure 
of this information at the present time.  Disclosure would for example improve transparency in 
the operations of the Department.   
 
Arguments against disclosure: There are public interest arguments against disclosure of this 
information at the present time.  These arguments include that it is in the public interest to 
adhere to the existing publication process for official statistics, which includes time for the data 
to be collated and properly verified.   
 
It is also in the public interest to ensure that the publication of official information is a properly 
planned and managed process, to ensure that the data are accurate once placed into the 
public domain.  It is also in the public interest to ensure that the information is available to all 
members of the public at the same time, and premature publication could undermine the 



principle of making the information available to all at the same time through the official 
publication process. 
 
On this occasion, the balance of the public interest test falls in favour of withholding this 
information. As explained above, statistics on this issue will be published in due course. 
 
We do not have a definite publication date at this stage but we will pre-announce the agreed 
date here: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/announcements 
 
In response to your query on Disability Living Allowance (DLA) we can confirm that the 
Department does hold some information falling within the description specified in your request. 
However as we do not compile data on the numbers of claimants who may have died during 
the DLA claim process we estimate that the cost of complying with your request would exceed 
the appropriate limit of £600.  
 
The appropriate limit has been specified in regulations and for central Government it is set at 
£600. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending 3½ working days in 
determining whether the Department holds the information, and locating, retrieving and 
extracting the information. Under section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) the 
Department is not obliged to comply with your request and we will not be processing your 
request further. 
 
Under section 16 of the FOIA we are obliged to assist you in providing options to narrow your 
request, by reforming or refocusing it, so that it will fall beneath the cost limit. In this case our 
advice would be to narrow your question so that it only asks for information on claimants of 
Personal Independence Payment (PIP) which has replaced DLA for working age claimants. 
 
Please note that if you do narrow your request to this question then, as this information will 
form part of the planned publication, this information is exempt under section 22 of the FOIA as 
detailed above. 
 
If you have any queries about this letter please contact us quoting the reference number 
above.   
 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
DWP Central FoI Team 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Your right to complain under the Freedom of Information Act 

 



If you are not happy with this response you may request an internal review by e-mailing freedom-of-information-
xxxxxxx@xxx.xxx.xxx.xx or by writing to DWP, Central FoI Team, Caxton House, Tothill Street, SW1H 9NA. Any 
review request should be submitted within two months of the date of this letter.  
 

If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review you may apply directly to the Information 

Commissioner’s Office for a decision. Generally the Commissioner cannot make a decision unless you have 

exhausted our own complaints procedure. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: The Information 

Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow Cheshire SK9 5AF www.ico.gov.uk 
 




    

  

  
