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Dear Patrick McManus, 

 

Thank you for your Freedom of Information (FoI) request received on 6 January 2015. You 
asked:  
 
“With regards to your generic letter to benefit claimants; 
 
Can you confirm that the statement "the law says you need to live on each week" is false, as 
there is no such law? 
 
Can you define "the law"? 
 
If you cannot evidence such a law then will you remove this statement from any 
correspondence to claimants as this is misleading?” 
 
You have not specified which benefit you are referring to, however, the phrase "the amount the 
law says you need to live on" refers to the “applicable amount” of benefit, laid down in law that 
can be awarded if a person satisfies the conditions of entitlement.  
 
The “applicable amount” for Jobseeker’s Allowance is set down in The Jobseeker’s Allowance 
Regulations 1996 (S.I. 1996/207), Part VII – Amounts, regulations 79 to 87A and Schedule 1 – 
Applicable amounts, which can be found at: http://lawvolumes.dwp.gov.uk/docs/a11-4001.pdf.  
 
The “applicable amount” for Income Support is set down in The Income Support (General) 
Regulations 1987 (S.I. 1987/1967), Part IV – Applicable Amounts, regulations 17 to 22A, 
Schedule 2 – Applicable amounts and Schedule 7 – Applicable amounts in special cases, 
which can be found at: http://lawvolumes.dwp.gov.uk/docs/a6-2501.pdf.  
 
The “applicable amount” for Employment and Support Allowance is set down in The 
Employment and Support Allowance Regulations 2008 (S.I. 2008/794), Part 9 – Amounts of 
Allowance, regulation 67 – Prescribed amounts and Schedule 4 – Amounts, which can be 
found at: http://lawvolumes.dwp.gov.uk/docs/a13-5101.pdf.  
 
For the reason stated above there are no plans to remove this statement from any 
correspondence. 



If you have any queries about this letter please contact me quoting the reference number 
above.   

Yours sincerely,  
 
 
DWP Strategy FoI Team 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Your right to complain under the Freedom of Information Act 
 
If you are not happy with this response you may request an internal review by e-mailing freedom-of-information-
xxxxxxx@xxx.xxx.xxx.xx or by writing to DWP, Central FoI Team,  
Caxton House, Tothill Street, SW1H 9NA. Any review request should be submitted within two months of the date 
of this letter.  
 
If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review you may apply directly to the Information 
Commissioner’s Office for a decision. Generally the Commissioner cannot make a decision unless you have 
exhausted our own complaints procedure. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: The Information 
Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow Cheshire SK9 5AF 
www.ico.org.uk/Global/contact_us  or telephone 0303 123 1113 or 01625 545745  




    

  

  
