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[bookmark: 1]To J Newman  
C/o xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx 

 

DWP Central Freedom of Information Team 

 

e-mail: xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx.xxx.xx  

 

Our Ref: VTR 2870-IR62  

DATE 5 March 2012 

 
 
Dear J Newman, 
 
Thank you for your Freedom of Information request that was received by the Department for 
Work and Pensions (DWP) Adelphi on 5 February 2012 and forwarded on for response by 
DWP Medical Services Contracts Correspondence Team (MSCCT) Freedom of Information 
Officer on 6 February.  
 
In your email you asked to be provided with information answering the following questions:- 

 

Dear Department for Work and Pensions, 
      
Please pass this on to the person who conducts Freedom of Information reviews. 
      
I am writing to request an internal review of Department for Work and Pensions's handling of 
my FOI request 'The Independence of the Atos IT'. 
      
These questions relate to DWP policy and so the information they relate to must be 
documented or implicit within the Government’s general remit, codes of conduct etc. 
      
You have again described the Atos IT as independent of Atos although Atos selects it and 
pays for it.  
 
Can you also please tell me which definition of the word you are using as it is clearly not the 
one in day to day use? 
 
In answer to your question under section 21 of the Freedom of Information Act, we are not 
required to provide information which is already reasonably accessible to you. The information 
you requested is available on the following website http://www.thefreedictionary.com 

If you do not have access to the Internet at home, you may be able to use facilities at your 
local public library.  

However in the interests of customer service I enclose a copy of the definitions shown that 
apply in this case.    

1.  Free from the influence, guidance, or control of another or others; self-reliant: an independent mind. 
2.  Not determined or influenced by someone or something else; not contingent: a decision independent of 

the outcome of the study. 

 



[bookmark: 2]I would add that the questions in this Internal Review request are not valid for response under 
the Freedom of Information (FoI) Act. The role of the FoI Act is about the supply of recorded 
information held by the Department rather than providing an explanation to, or confirming 
whether the assumptions made by the author of the questions are correct or not.  
 
If you have any queries about this letter please contact me quoting the reference number 
above.   
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
DWP Central FoI Team 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Your right to complain under the Freedom of Information Act 
 
If you are not happy with this response you may request an internal review by e-mailing freedom-of-
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx.xxx.xx

. or by writing to DWP, Central FoI Team, 5th Floor The Adelphi, 1-

11, John Adam Street, London WC2N 6HT. Any review request should be submitted within two months 
of the date of this letter.  
 
If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review you may apply directly to the Information 
Commissioner’s Office for a decision. Generally the Commissioner cannot make a decision unless you 
have exhausted our own complaints procedure. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: 
The Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow Cheshire SK9 5AF 
www.ico.gov.uk  

 

 
 




    

  

  
