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REPORT 

of the 

HEAD OF DEMOCRATIC SERVICES 

to  

THE GATEWAY AREA PANEL 

 

 

THE GATEWAY AREA FORUM MEETING  

HELD ON THURSDAY 26th JANUARY 2012  

 

 
 

1. Introduction 

 
The Chairman of the Area Forum and Community Representative, Mr Philip Dunne 
welcomed members of the community to the meeting.  He introduced his co-Panel 
Members, Councillor Coleman (Brunswick), Councillors Taylor and Mrs Taylor 
(Claremont Ward), Councillors Smith and Riding (Talbot Ward), Community 
Representatives Mr Dagnall, Mrs Thomas and Mr Holland MBE.  He offered apologies 
on behalf of Councillor Blackburn (Brunswick) who was engaged elsewhere on Council 
business and Inspector Lawler, Lancashire Constabulary. 
 
Mr Dunne informed the Forum that during the summer of 2011, residents across the 
Borough were consulted on the operation of the Area Forums.  Feedback from the 
survey had been published in the October edition of ‘Your Blackpool’ and copies were 
available after the meeting.  He explained that the results of all the consultations were 
subsequently considered by the Executive and Full Council and following their 
recommendations there were two significant changes to The Gateway Area Forum. 
 
Firstly, the boundary of the Area Forum had changed.  The Brunswick, Claremont, 
Talbot wards remain unchanged, but the Forum would be welcoming residents of 
Tyldesley ward at future meetings.  Secondly, the existing six community 
representatives would be standing down with effect from 3rd February.  Mr Dunne 
advised the Forum that he would not be seeking re-election and thanked all the Panel 
members and Democratic Services for their dedication and support to him and the 
Panel/ Forum. 
 
Mr Dunne explained that the new Area Forum, comprising of the four wards would be 
seeking eight community representatives and appointment would be by application, 
with a deadline for nominations of Friday 30th March.  The Chairman welcomed 
nominations from all residents and organisations living / working in one of the four 
wards and asked anyone interested to collect a nomination form and associated role 
description after the meeting.  He concluded that the election of the Community 
Representatives would take place at the Area Forum on 25th April at Claremont 
Community Centre, Claremont Road. 
 
Mr Dunne advised the Forum that the evening would consist of a presentation from 
Russ Weaver, Head of Neighbourhood Services, Blackpool Council regarding the 
approach to tackling anti social behaviour. 
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Context  

 

The Area Panel at its meeting held on 7th December 2011 had agreed that the theme 
of the January Forum meeting would consist of a short presentation on approaches 
adopted by Lancashire Constabulary and Blackpool Council to tackle issues of anti 
social behaviour and the role of the community. 
 

3.  

Theme 

 
 

Mr Russ Weaver, Head of Neighbourhood Services informed the Forum that prior to 
joining Blackpool Council he had served in the Police force for 30 years and had 
extensive knowledge of dealing with anti social behaviour.  He explained that part of 
his responsibility within the Council was tackling crime and community safety. 

 

 

 

He explained that acts of anti social behaviour were wide ranging and included 
anything that affected an individual’s quality of life.  He added that whilst some acts 
were against the law e.g. burglary, assault, robbery, theft other acts including noise 
nuisance, abuse, dog fouling, inconsiderate parking were still anti social and should 
not be tolerated.  More people experience anti social behaviour than crime. 

 
 

Mr Weaver advised the Forum that if residents did not report anti social behaviour, 
they could not do anything.  He stressed that all reported incidents would be taken 
seriously because even if it seemed petty, or not a crime it was serious to the 
individual whose daily life was being affected.  He added that reports of anti social 
behaviour were on the decline with an estimated 3,500 fewer incidents.  It was 
suggested that this was because residents had better access to Council Officers, 
Police Officers and Councillors and matters were being dealt with directly and not 
allowed to escalate to the point of requiring Police intervention. 

 
 

The Forum was informed that the Police and Council worked together on a daily basis 
tackling anti social behaviour.  Mr Weaver explained that anti social behaviour usually 
revolved around an individual, an address or a family.  Working in partnership with the 
Police, the Council had the powers, in the short term, to arrest and prosecute 
offenders and in the long-term issue premises closure orders, acceptable behaviour 
contracts or parenting orders.  In addition and as an alternative to court proceedings, 
was Restorative Justice were victims of anti social behaviour confront the perpetrators.  
Mr Weaver explained that this course of action had recently been used when a park 
shelter had been damaged in the North of the Borough.  The local residents 
supervised the cleaning and repair of the shelter by the persons responsible for the 
damage. 

 
 

Mr Weaver explained that the Council and Housing Associations also had the power to 
take out anti social behaviour orders, issue noise warrants, penalty notices for littering 
and dog fouling, removal or alteration of tenancy agreements and eviction and impose 
conditions on houses.  He added that documented evidence of noise nuisance could 
result in the issue of a court warrant and the seizure of all “noise” producing equipment 
e.g. television, stereo, computers.  Mr Weaver informed the Forum of the ‘Bag it and 
Bin it’ campaign to tackle dog fouling and reported that the number of Officers trained 
to issue fixed penalty notices was being increased.  Officers were also trained to 
investigate the ownership of fly tipping with a view to prosecution.  He assured the 
Forum that the Council exercised those powers daily, but were reliant on residents 
reporting incidents of anti social behaviour. 

 
 

It was reported that the more serious cases of anti social behaviour were considered 
by a multi agency group, led by Mr Coope the Council’s Anti Social Behaviour 
Manager, known as Anti Social Behaviour Risk Assessment Conferences (ASBRACs).  
Mr Weaver explained that the Conference included representatives from the Police, 
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the Family intervention team, Fire and Rescue Service, Housing Inspectors and Social 
Services.  The Conference had met monthly since June 2010 and provided an 
opportunity to share information, investigate the cause e.g. mental health issues, 
parenting problems and agree a joint approach.  To date 152 cases had been 
considered and 103 (68%) had been resolved either through evictions, agreements 
and mediation between neighbours, Restorative Justice and support for victims.  He 
added that all representatives were trained to recognise the ‘warning signs’ and 
request a referral to the Anti Social Behaviour Risk Assessment Conference. 

 
 

Mr Weaver concluded that acts of anti social behaviour were a high priority of the 
community and were taken seriously.  He urged residents suffering from anti social 
behaviour to report it as it was a recognised problem, which the Council and other 
agencies would continue to address. 

 

Mr Weaver welcomed questions from the floor. 
 
A Forum member asked how anti social behaviour could be reported out of hours and/ 
or at weekends.  Mr Weaver explained that 70% of cases required initial Police 
intervention, but would then be referred to the Council for further investigation.  He 
added that unfortunately due to budgetary constraints the Council was unable to 
operate a 24/7 service. 
 
Councillor Riding urged victims to report incidents of Domestic Abuse, hate crimes e.g. 
disability, homophobia or race and that the Blackpool Centre for Independent Living, 
Whitegate Drive was an excellent reporting centre. 
 
A hotelier from Havelock Street reported that he had suffered from anti social 
behaviour including drug addicts, noise nuisance etc which had affected his business.  
Despite excellent support from the Police, Environmental Health and the Council who 
had assisted with the eviction of the offender, within five days of the property been 
repaired internally the problem tenant had resumed occupancy, via a different letting 
agent and was now giving keys to the property to known drug addicts.  Mr Weaver 
sympathised with the hoteliers’ situation and explained that some private landlords, 
who were often absentee landlords, were uncooperative and irresponsible.   He 
informed the Forum of a pilot Selective Licensing scheme that would be launched in 
April in the South Beach area of the Borough to tackle the problem.  He explained that 
private landlords would be required to apply and pay for a licence, meet strict criteria 
on the condition of the building, the vetting of tenants and how anti social behaviour 
would be dealt with, before they could operate.  He added that the licence was per 
landlord and the fee payable was determined by the number of properties owned.  The 
monies received would be used to fund anti social behaviour officers who would 
monitor premises.   
 
A number of Forum members reported that the problem with absentee landlords and 
houses in multiple occupation had been a problem for a number of years without 
resolution, predominately in the inner wards.  It was believed that the focus should be 
on those wards, the Town Centre and not the leafy suburbs.  Mr Weaver explained 
that the majority of anti social behaviour occurred within three wards and Bloomfield 
ward, which was one of those wards, was included in the pilot.  It was reported that the 
Council had wanted to introduce Selective Licensing across the Borough, but in 
negotiations with Central Government priority areas had to be identified and Central 
Government had been involved in the selection process.   
 
Mr Weaver explained that it would take 3-4 years to roll out the scheme across the 
Borough, but would address the high level of transience in the area by working in 
partnership with the Councils Planning Department to stop the conversion of 
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cheap housing in Blackpool.   
 
The Chairman thanked Russ Weaver for his presentation. 
 

4. Question 

Time 

 
 

The Chairman proposed that following floor issues, the meeting would break providing 
residents with the opportunity to talk on a one to one basis with Councillors and 
Officers.  The Forum agreed. 

 
 

A local resident of Manchester Road asked if the area was included in a regular street 
cleansing programme and if not, could provision for additional bins be made, as litter, 
particularly in communal areas, was an increasing problem.  Mr Wignall was unaware 
of the cleansing programme for that area and agreed to discuss the matter with the 
resident after the meeting. 

 

 

 

The Chairman advised the Forum that accountability of Councillors and Officers was 
important to the success of the Forum and he was pleased to announce that a 
response to the one unanswered question from the last Forum was available to 
residents, in written form, after the meeting. 

 
 

The Chairman thanked residents for their participation in the meeting and invited 
residents to take the opportunity to talk to Councillors and Officers on a one to one 
basis. 

 
5. Conclusion 
 

 
The purpose of the meeting was to provide residents with an overview how acts of anti 
social behaviour were being addressed. 
 
The meeting ended at 8.00pm. 
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