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PROTOCOL FOR BATS ON THE RHYDYMWYN VALLEY NATURE RESERVE 
 
Introduction 

In 2003, a number of buildings, initially proposed for demolition, were retained specifically for long term bat 
conservation purposes. Their retention as part of this overall demolition scheme constitutes derogation under the 
provisions of the Habitats Directive. To prevent deterioration, it is important to ensure that buildings are able to 
effectively function in the long term as bat roosts. The following protocol facilitates and informs natural and historic 
heritage conservation works and provides the necessary framework for managing other activities. 
 
Legal status of bats. 
 
In Britain all bat species and their roosts are legally protected, by both domestic and European legislation which 
includes; 
 

1. The Habitats Directive 1992 
2. Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) 
3. Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (as amended) 
4. The Environmental Damage  (Prevention and Remediation) (Wales) Regulations 2009 

 
Bats also receive protection under the provisions of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006. 
 
The publication at Appendix 1: Bats and the law gives an outline of some of the legislation which needs to be 
considered. 
 
This means you will be committing a criminal offence if you: 
 

1. Deliberately capture, injure or kill a bat 
2. Intentionally or recklessly disturb a bat in its roost or deliberately disturb a group of bats 
3. Damage or destroy a bat roosting place (even if bats are not occupying the roost at the time) 
4. Possess or advertise/sell/exchange a bat (dead or alive) or any part of a bat 
5. Intentionally or recklessly disturb a bat at a roost and/or to obstruct access to a roost 

 
Various bat boxes and three buildings are known to be used by bats, of these building 45 is the most vulnerable. 
 
The protocol for the three key buildings vary.  
 
Buildings with Previous Evidence of Bat Usage 
 
Source – Rhydymwyn Buildings Bat Survey 12 July 2010 
 

Building Number Evidence of Bat Usage 

45 42 bats observed, droppings observed throughout the building & feeding remains observed. 

50 Feeding remains & droppings observed. 

58 1 bat observed & droppings observed throughout the building 

59 Feeding remains & droppings observed. 

65 1 x dropping observed. 

97 1 bat observed, feeding remains & droppings observed 

108 Droppings observed. 

109 Droppings observed. 

111 Feeding remains & droppings observed. 

114 Feeding remains & droppings observed. 

115 Feeding remains & droppings observed. 

118 Feeding remains & droppings observed. 

119 Feeding remains & droppings observed. 
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124 Feeding remains observed. 

128 Feeding remains & droppings observed. 

138 Feeding remains & droppings observed. 

139 Droppings observed. 

146 Droppings observed. 

149 Droppings observed. 

 
Building 45  
 
This is the most vulnerable building as it contains a roost of lesser horseshoe bats (Rhinolophus hipposideros). It is 
not yet known whether this is a secondary roost site or whether it is a main maternity site. The bats roost in the top 
of the tower section and within the ‘ventilation’ tubes at the southern end of the building. 

 
Following discussions with species advisory staff at the Countryside Council for Wales,  there are concerns regarding 
the colony of lesser horseshoe bats present in this area and roosting at Rhydymwyn. Interpretation of species 
monitoring statistics by Countryside Council for Wales staff has revealed that the population here is static, whereas 
elsewhere in north Wales the populations are increasing. This suggests that the population here is NOT at a 
Favourable Conservation Status thus, because these bats are extremely vulnerable to disturbance when in the roost, 
all unnecessary disturbances must be avoided. 
 
As a result of Countryside Council for Wales’ advice the following access rules must be followed to avoid disturbance 
to the bat roost: 
 

 When the bats are not present within Building 45, access is permitted throughout the building to any visitor. 
October through to April, approximately. 

 When the bats are present, access to Building 45 is not allowed except for those person(s) undertaking the 
following activities: 

­ Bat monitoring 
­ Bat camera works 
­ Building assessment and maintenance 
­ Site Management 
­ Health and Safety 
­ Emergency works 

 Those accessing Building 45 under the above conditions must hold an appropriate European Protected 
Species derogation licence from either CCW or Welsh Government. 

 Those with authority to access Building 45 must ensure that any form of disturbance is kept to a minimum 
(lights, noise, etc). 

 Any maintenance works intended for Building 45 can only take place following consultation with Countryside 
Council for Wales/Welsh Government/CADW/Flintshire County Council as appropriate [list not exhaustive] 
and may be subject to further ecological investigations by a suitably qualified bat ecologist. 

 
For the purposes of visiting groups then free access is likely to be available to the building from 1st October to 1st 
April. This time period is subject to amendment depending on monitoring. 
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Building 58 
 
This locked building appears to be mainly used by bats during the winter months, however, bats have been found in 
it at all times of the year. 
 

 Those accessing Building 58 must hold an appropriate European Protected Species licence from either CCW 
or Welsh Government. 

 Those with authority to access Building 58 must ensure that any form of disturbance is kept to a minimum 
(lights, noise, etc). 

 Any maintenance works intended for Building 58 can only take place following consultation with Countryside 
Council for Wales/Welsh Government/CADW/Flintshire County Council as appropriate [list not exhaustive] 
and may be subject to further ecological investigations by a suitably qualified bat ecologist. 

 
Building 97 
 
This building comprises various rooms. This building is mainly used by bats during the winter months, however, bats 
have been found in it at all times of the year. 
For the purposes of nesting bird monitoring, surveyors are allowed to access the access passages and the first small 
room at the front where swallows regularly nest as these are unlikely to house roosting bats. 
 

 Those accessing the bat rooms in Building 97 must hold an appropriate European Protected Species licence 
from either CCW or Welsh Government. 

 Those with authority to access the bat rooms in Building 97 must ensure that any form of disturbance is kept 
to a minimum (lights, noise, etc). 

 Any maintenance works intended for Building 97 can only take place following consultation with Countryside 
Council for Wales/Welsh Government/CADW/Flintshire County Council as appropriate [list not exhaustive] 
and may be subject to further ecological investigations by a suitably qualified bat ecologist. 

 
If bats are encountered elsewhere within any other buildings, this should be reported to Defra, who will take 
appropriate advise. No further access to those buildings should take place until clearance  has been given.  The 
buildings will be monitored on a regular basis to ensure information on bat usage is current. 
 
Bat Boxes 
 
The bat boxes on site must only be opened and inspected by authorised surveyors who  hold an appropriate 
Countryside Council for Wales bat licence or who are in the presence of someone who holds an appropriate licence. 
 
Bats and Rabies 
 
There have been a small number of cases, mainly in southern England, of bats being found to be carrying the bat 
rabies virus. The majority of these bats have been the daubenton’s bats (Myotis daubentonii). 
As a precaution, no bats are allowed to be handled on site without the wearing of suitable gloves AND the handler 
must hold proof of an up to date anti-rabies vaccination certificate. 
 
A decision on whether to send any bats found dead away for rabies testing will be determined on the individual 
circumstances of each bat. 
 
Any dead or injured bats found on site MUST be reported to Defra. 
 
At times when Defra are not available contact: 
 

CCW Mold Office (01352-706600) 
OR 

the Clwyd Bat Group (Keith Davies - 01978-760353) 
April 2012 
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APPENDIX 1: Bats and the Law. 
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