
 

PROTOCOL FOR BATS ON THE RHYDYMWYN VALLEY NATURE RESERVE 

 

Legal status of bats. 

In Britain all bat species and their roosts are legally protected, by both domestic and 

international legislation. (See Appendix 1: Bats and the law (Bat Conservation Trust 

publication)) 

This means you will be committing a criminal offence if you: 

1. Deliberately capture, injure or kill a bat 

2. Intentionally or recklessly disturb a bat in its roost or deliberately disturb a group of 

bats 

3. Damage or destroy a bat roosting place (even if bats are not occupying the roost at the 

time) 

4. Possess or advertise/sell/exchange a bat (dead or alive) or any part of a bat 

5. Intentionally  

 

Various bat boxes and three buildings are known to be used by bats, of these building 45 is 

the most vulnerable. 

 

The protocols for the three buildings differ and each MUST be adhered to. 

 

Building 45  

This is the most vulnerable building as it contains a roost of lesser horseshoe bats 

(Rhinolophus hipposideros). It is not yet known whether this is a secondary roost site or 

whether it is a main maternity site. The bats roost in the top of the tower section and within 

the ‘ventilation’ tubes at the southern end of the building. 

 

Following discussions with species advisory staff at the Countryside Council for Wales 

(Mold) there are concerns regarding the colony of lesser horseshoe bats present in this area 

and roosting at Rhydymwyn. Interpretation of species monitoring statistics by Countryside 

Council for Wales staff has revealed that the population here is static, whereas elsewhere in 

north Wales the populations are increasing. This suggests that the population here is NOT at a 

Favourable Conservation Status and thus, because these bats are extremely vulnerable to 

disturbance when in the roost, all unnecessary disturbances must be avoided. 

 

As a result of Countryside Council for Wales’ advice the following access rules must be 

followed to avoid disturbance to the bat roost: 

 

 When the bats are not present within Building 45 the access is permitted throughout 

the building to any visitor. October through to April, approximately. 

 When the bats are present access to Building 45 is not allowed except for those 

person(s) undertaking the following activities: 

o Bat monitoring 

o Bat camera works 

o Building assessment and maintenance 

o Site Management 

o Health and Safety 

o Emergency works 

 Those accessing Building 45 under the above conditions must hold an appropriate 

European Protected Species licence from either CCW or Welsh Assembly 

Government. 



 

 Those with authority to access Building 45 must ensure that any form of disturbance is 

kept to a minimum (lights, noise, etc). 

 Any maintenance works intended for Building 45 can only take place following 

consultation with Countryside Council for Wales/Welsh Assembly 

Government/CADW/Flintshire County Council as appropriate [list not exhaustive] 

and may be subject to further ecological investigations by a suitably qualified bat 

ecologist. 

 

For the purposes of visiting groups then free access is available to the building from 1
st 

October to 1
st
 April. This time period is subject to amendment depending upon whether the 

lesser horseshoe bats stay longer or return to the roost earlier than normal. The Senior Ranger 

will monitor when the bats arrive or depart and will let all interested parties know whether 

Building 45 is available for visitors. 

 

Building 58 

This locked building appears to be mainly used by bats during the winter months, however, 

bats have been found in it at all times of the year. 

 Those accessing Building 58 must hold an appropriate European Protected Species 

licence from either CCW or Welsh Assembly Government. 

 Those with authority to access Building 58 must ensure that any form of disturbance is 

kept to a minimum (lights, noise, etc). 

 Any maintenance works intended for Building 58 can only take place following 

consultation with Countryside Council for Wales/Welsh Assembly 

Government/CADW/Flintshire County Council as appropriate [list not exhaustive] 

and may be subject to further ecological investigations by a suitably qualified bat 

ecologist. 

 

 

Building 98 

This building comprises various rooms. This building is mainly used by bats during the winter 

months, however, bats have been found in it at all times of the year. 

For the purposes of nesting bird monitoring, surveyors are allowed to access the access 

passages and the first small room at the front where swallows regularly nest as these are 

unlikely to house roosting bats. 

 Those accessing the bat rooms in Building 98 must hold an appropriate European 

Protected Species licence from either CCW or Welsh Assembly Government. 

 Those with authority to access the bat rooms in Building 98 must ensure that any form 

of disturbance is kept to a minimum (lights, noise, etc). 

 Any maintenance works intended for Building 98 can only take place following 

consultation with Countryside Council for Wales/Welsh Assembly 

Government/CADW/Flintshire County Council as appropriate [list not exhaustive] 

and may be subject to further ecological investigations by a suitably qualified bat 

ecologist. 

 

If a bat is encountered elsewhere within any other building then the NEWW Senior Ranger – 

Karl Martin (01352-742115) or CCW (01352-706600) should be contacted for advice. No 

further access to those buildings should take place until advice has been given. This advice 

MUST be adhered to. 

 



 

Bat Boxes 

The bat boxes on site must only be opened and inspected by authorised surveyors who either 

hold an appropriate Countryside Council for Wales bat licence or who are in the presence of 

someone who holds an appropriate licence. 

 

Bats and Rabies 

There have been a small number of cases, mainly in southern England, of bats being found to 

be carrying the bat rabies virus. The majority of these bats have been the daubenton’s bats 

(Myotis daubentonii). 

As a precaution, no bats are allowed to be handled on site without the wearing of suitable 

gloves. Additionally, no-one is allowed to handle any bats without wearing suitable gloves 

AND without holding proof of an up to date anti-rabies vaccination certificate. 

 

Any dead or injured bats found on site MUST be reported to the Senior Ranger – Karl Martin 

or to the staff in the Gatehouse. 

At times when these are not available contact: 

CCW Mold Office (01352-706600) 

OR 

the Clwyd Bat Group (Keith Davies - 01978-760353) 

 

A decision on whether to send any bats found dead away for rabies testing will be determined 

on the individual circumstances of each bat. 



 

APPENDIX 1: Bats and the Law. 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


