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Briefing Note  
 
The principle ecological interests of the site are:  
1. Lesser Horseshoe bat nursery roost 
2. Roosts of other bat species 

3. Reptile assemblage* 

4. One Welsh site for one species of damselfly. 
* at present no SSSI in the Clwyd Area Of Search  includes a reptile assemblage feature. A number 
of sites in the Clwydian Area of Search include 3 of other 4 widespread species (eg Fenn's & 
Whixall and Ruabon). Rhydymwyn exhibits a similar range though is significantly smaller in size. 
  
Other protected species/BAP (s42) interests include great crested newt, otter, and common toad. 
  
Costs  
I suggest it would be prudent for you to contact John Richards or Nigel Sweasey (both from Defra) 
re their costing 

  
As a very broad estimate, costs can be divided up as  
- Habitat management - aquatic; 
- Habitat management - terrestrial (grassland and woodland) 
- Habitat management - buildings (for bats) 
- Surveillance - e.g. Great Crested Newt (GCN), bat species 

  
Given the size of the site, and range of protected species, I would have thought that costs could be 
broken down as follows 

- Habitat management - aquatic[includes maintenance of systems] :  £5K per annum 

- Habitat management - Grassland £5-10K pa (cutting regimes may require a review) 
- Habitat management - Woodland £3K per annum  
- Building maintenance - for bats? £3K 

- Surveillance per annum -  (GCN, bats) £5-10K 

- Other maintenance works which require European Protected Species addition owing to licensing 
requirements etc?£2-10K per annum  
- Species specific prescriptions (e.g. grass snake nesting site provision) £1-2K 

  
Suggested costs would therefore be in the region of £25-50K per annum.  
 


