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• 

Sildenafil patent expiry 

The patent on sildenafil expires in June 2013 and it is likely that the price will fall, providing some windfall 
savings.  Sildenafil is the first-line formulary choice. 
 
• 

Metoclopramide SPC revision 

Sections 4.1 and 4.2 of the Metoclopramide (Maxolon) SPC have been updated to advise that 
metoclopramide should only be used in adults over the age of 20 years.  Use in the paediatric population is 
no longer recommended. 
 
• 

Nacrez availability 

We continue to receive reports that some community pharmacies are unable to obtain Nacrez.  Teva have 
confirmed that there should be no supply problems so any pharmacy having problems is asked to contact 
this office for advice.  The PIP code is 1180348. 
 
• 

Requests for ECGs from NHfT 

We understand that there have been requests for GPs to undertake baseline ECGs prior to initiation and / 
or stabilisation of medication by NHfT clinicians.  It has been confirmed that this is not appropriate; this 
remains the responsibility of the initiating clinician within NHfT and GPs should not be asked to undertake 
these.   
 
• 

Clinical Knowledge Summaries (CKS) 

NICE has launched a new version of the CKS service. This will upgrade the existing CKS service and will 
be openly accessible at www.cks.nhs.uk. The service will continue to be aimed at primary care practitioners 
preparing for, during and following on from patient consultations. 
The new CKS service will provide summaries of the best available evidence and practical guidance on best 
practice in an accessible, easy to use format, covering a full range of primary care presentations for over 
300 topics. The service will be optimised for use on tablets and smart phones and will also introduce up to 
10 new primary care topics each year, together with an update cycle for existing topics. 
 

•  Medicines Optimisation 

A guide, called Medicines Optimisation: helping patients make the most of medicines, has been published 
by the Royal Pharmaceutical Society which provides frontline professionals with four guiding principles to 
make sure that the right patients get the right choice of medication, at the right time. 
This has been developed through collaboration between patients, health professionals, lay representatives 
and patient groups, so importantly it focuses on patient outcomes rather than processes. 
The four principles are to aim to understand the patient’s experience, ensure evidence based choice of 
medicines, make medicines optimisation part of routine practice and ensure medicines use is as safe as 
possible. 
In their foreword to the guide, Sir Bruce Keogh (Medical Director), Jane Cummings (Director of Nursing) 
and Dr Keith Ridge (Chief Pharmaceutical Officer) from NHS England encourage everyone to adopt these 
principles whether prescribing, dispensing, administering or taking medicines. 
The report has been endorsed not only by NHS England but also the Academy of Medical Royal Colleges, 
the Royal College of General Practitioners, the Royal College of Nursing and the Association of the British 
Pharmaceutical Industry 
 

•  Searching on Pathfinder and CCG websites 

Just to remind readers that there is a search facility on both Pathfinder and the Nene and Corby CCG 
websites.  When the Tablet Press or NPAG bullets are uploaded each subheading within the document is 
added to a key word search facility.  This allows you to easily locate documents by simply searching for 
drug or topic.  Save time - don’t scroll, search! 

This edition is also available on PathfinderRF via the following link http://nww.pathfinder-rf.northants.nhs.uk/nene  

and on the Nene CCG and Corby CCG websites 

Disclaimer 
Information in this newsletter is believed to be accurate and true.  NHS Nene CCG and NHS Corby CCG and their employees accept no liability for 
loss of any nature, to persons, organisations or institutions that may arise as a result of any errors or omissions. 
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