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•  New PCT formulary 
The new PCT formulary is now complete and hard copies will be distributed to all prescribers and 
community pharmacies during April.  The Prescribing Advisers will be loading the formulary onto 
the GP clinical systems. 
It is also available on the intranet at http://tinyurl.com/2ugtw2
 
•  Medicines waste campaign 
The PCT is participating in a Strategic Health Authority-wide medicines waste campaign, which is 
aimed at reducing the amount of money wasted on unused medicines every year across the PCT 
region. 
 
Materials will be distributed to GP practices, community pharmacies and the acute trust 
pharmacies during April and the campaign will be formally launched on 28th April 2008. We 
would request that you do not start to use the materials until that day, so that the campaign can be 
co-ordinated across the SHA and hence hopefully make more of an impact.  We anticipate that 
there will be media coverage of the launch. 
 
We are encouraging practices and pharmacies to create a display using the campaign materials – 
there is a prize of a luxury hamper for the best entry (it looks very nice!!). 
 
•  The Electronic Prescription Service: an introduction to Release 2 for healthcare 

professionals 

Connecting for Health has published a booklet giving a high-level overview of how the Electronic 
Prescription Service will affect current business processes used in prescribing and dispensing 
environments, how it will be introduced, and the benefits it will bring. It is aimed at all members of 
staff who will have responsibility for implementing or using the service once Release 2 is 
introduced. 
http://www.connectingforhealth.nhs.uk/systemsandservices/eps/publications/release2.pdf
 
•  Retapamulin (Altargo®) 

GSK have launched this new topical antibacterial ointment for the short-term (up to 5 days) 
treatment of impetigo and infected lacerations/abrasions.  The efficacy is reported to be similar to 
that of sodium fusidate but it is about twice the cost;  the PCT advises that this would be a second-
line option after sodium fusidate. 

 
•  RPSGB launches new online library 
The Library of the Royal Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain (RPSGB) has launched 
myLibrary, a new, free online library for registered pharmacists. myLibrary enables pharmacists to 
download whole articles from over 1,700 full-text journals, as well as search thousands of 
abstracted references to published articles in pharmacy, medicine and health. The resource also 
offers simplified access to the Library’s document supply and enquiry services.  
 
myLibrary is currently available to registered pharmacists via myRPSGB, the secure members 
area of the RPSGB’s website (www.rpsgb.org). 
http://www.rpsgb.org/informationresources/library/theelectroniclibrary.html
 

This edition is also available on HNN (Health Network Northants) 

http://nww.northants.nhs.uk/Display/Dynamic.jsp?topid=14070&lhsid=514&oid=2854&currentid=2854 

 
Disclaimer 
Information in this newsletter is believed to be accurate and true.  Northamptonshire PCT and its employees accept no liability for loss of 
any nature, to persons, organisations or institutions that may arise as a result of any errors or omissions. 
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