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•  Legal classification of midazolam 
As of the 1st January 2008, the legal classification of midazolam has been changed from a Schedule 4 Part I 
Controlled Drug to a Schedule 3 Controlled Drug. This is a stricter level of controls and will place additional 
requirements on the recordkeeping (invoices to be kept for 2 years), prescribing (for both NHS and private 
prescriptions) and requisitioning (written requisitions must be provided when the drug is supplied otherwise 
than on a prescription) of the drug.  
 
Midazolam will however continue to be exempt from the requirements of the Misuse of Drugs (Safe Custody) 
Regulations 1973 in respect of storage, to allow healthcare professionals to access the drug quickly and 
easily when required. Midazolam will also continue to be permitted for inclusion in patient group directions 
(PGDs).  Midazolam is the only Schedule 3 Controlled Drug that, in certain circumstances, can be included in 
a PGD. 
http://tinyurl.com/348nxd
 
•  Pfizer to place more prominent warning of neuropsychiatric adverse effects with varenicline 

(Champix) in US product labelling 

Pfizer has announced that based on post-marketing reports of adverse events with varenicline (Champix), 
the company will be updating its product labelling in USA to include a warning that patients who are 
attempting to quit smoking with varenicline should be observed for serious neuropsychiatric symptoms, 
including changes in behaviour, agitation, depressed mood, suicidal ideation and suicidal behaviour.   
This update has been based on the US FDAs and Pfizers’ ongoing safety review of post-marketing reports. 
 
It is not yet known whether the product labelling in Europe will also be updated but the MHRA and the EMEA 
have also previously issued warnings of risks of suicidal ideation and depression in patients taking 
varenicline (Champix) 
 
•  Co-proxamol price 
Following the licence discontinuation at the end of December 2007, we have now received notification that 
the price of the unlicensed product is £20.36 for 100 tablets. 
 
•  Prescribing Costs in primary Care 2007-8 
The House of Commons Committee of Public Accounts has published its report on prescribing costs in 
primary care 2007– 08.  The drugs bill accounts for about a quarter of expenditure in primary care: in 1996, 
485 million prescriptions were dispensed in England, and this had increased by 55% to 752 million by 2006.  
Over this period, the primary care drugs bill increased from £4.0 billion to £8.2 billion. This growth has been 
driven by the availability of new treatments, moves to earlier treatment of some diseases and new 
opportunities to treat disease using existing drugs. 
The conclusions and recommendations of the committee include some fairly obvious and “old hat” ones 
(such as increasing generic prescribing) and some more radical ones (such as putting the costs of 
prescribed medicines on the boxes to make patients aware, and hence the importance of not wasting them). 
You can find the full report at http://tinyurl.com/3dm5lj
 
•  Delay in Release two of EPS 
Release two of the Electronic Prescription Service (EPS) is reported to be facing a delay of over six months, 
as system suppliers are not yet ready to test their software in a live environment. Initial implementation of 
EPS Release 2 is now likely to commence in spring or summer 2008.  Release two offers patients the 
opportunity to nominate a pharmacy, meaning GPs will be able to digitally sign prescriptions, and will enable 
pharmacists to submit reimbursement claims electronically. Electronic repeat dispensing will also be part of 
release two. 
http://tinyurl.com/yv9a5b

This edition is also available on HNN (Health Network Northants) 

http://nww.northants.nhs.uk/Display/Dynamic.jsp?topid=14070&lhsid=514&oid=2854&currentid=2854 

 
Disclaimer 
Information in this newsletter is believed to be accurate and true.  Northamptonshire PCT and its employees accept no liability for loss of 
any nature, to persons, organisations or institutions that may arise as a result of any errors or omissions. 
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