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• 

Position on the sale and supply of co-proxamol following cancellation of the marketing 
authorisations at the end of 2007 

At the end of January 2005 the MHRA communicated the decision that the painkiller co-proxamol 
was to be withdrawn from the market.  A decision was made to withdraw co-proxamol over a phased 
period of time – until the end of 2007 – to give patients a chance to move to suitable alternatives. 
The marketing authorisations (MAs) for co-proxamol will be cancelled at the end of 2007.  No further 
stock should be released into the normal distribution chain by MA holders or their agents after 31 
December 2007.  However, following withdrawal of the MAs it will remain legal to continue to supply 
co-proxamol released into the normal distribution chain prior to 31 December 2007 up until the 
product expiry date on the label has passed.   
To ensure any surplus stock is removed from the market once the MAs have been withdrawn, the 
MHRA has asked MA holders to undertake a voluntary withdrawal of stock and put in place 
arrangements to receive returned stock from both wholesale distributors and pharmacies (both 
community and hospital). 
Following cancellation of the licences at the end of 2007 there is a provision for the supply of 
unlicensed co-proxamol, on the responsibility of the prescriber.  However, the PCT does not 
recommend this course of action. 
 
• 

Generic risperidone launched 

Generic risperidone tablets were launched on 10th December.  The launch prices are slightly below 
the cost of Risperdal and are expected to fall further over the coming months.  The orodispersible 
tablets are NOT available generically. 
 
• 

Information Centre report: Prescribing for diabetes in England 2002 to 2007 Link 

This report presents national level trends in prescribing for diabetes in England from 2002 to 2007. It 
looks at information on primary and secondary care prescribing for diabetes and highlights key issues 
for consideration.  
Overall, the number of prescription items has increased by 55% and the cost by 88% from March 
2002 to March 2007. Other data for 2006 were as follows: 

o  17.2 million prescriptions for oral anti-diabetic drugs were dispensed in primary care at a 

cost of £177.6 million; these are increases of 10.1% and 29%, respectively on 2005. 

o  4.9 million prescriptions for insulin were dispensed at a cost of £238.1 million; these are 

increases of 6.4% and 11.5% on 2005.  

o  Diabetes prescribing accounted for 3.8% of all items prescribed and dispensed in England 

and 7.0% of the total spent on all prescribing in England. 

o  The use of human insulin analogues is increasing rapidly and replacing the cheaper 

isophane and soluble insulins, though there is currently no strong evidence that they result 
in improvements in HbA1c compared with older insulins.  

o  The glitazones account for a substantial proportion of the costs of all oral antidiabetic 

drugs. 

 
• 

Novo Nordisk insulin discontinuations 

A reminder that a number of Novo insulins have been discontinued as of 31st December 2007 (some 
Mixtards and pork insulins). Mixtard 30 remains available. 
For patients that need to be transferred to an alternative insulin, this needs to be considered on an 
individual patient basis – there is no particular reason to transfer them to an analogue since the 
evidence for doing so is generally weak (see above).  Wockhardt still manufactures pork (and beef) 
insulins. 

This edition is also available on HNN (Health Network Northants) 

http://nww.northants.nhs.uk/Display/Dynamic.jsp?topid=14070&lhsid=514&oid=2854&currentid=2854 

 
 
 Disclaimer 
Information in this newsletter is believed to be accurate and true.  Northamptonshire PCT and its employees accept no liability for loss of 
any nature, to persons, organisations or institutions that may arise as a result of any errors or omissions. 
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