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13  September 2018 

Dear Ms Prescott 

 

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request – FOI 180821004 

 

Thank you for your request received on 21 August 2018 in which you asked for the following 

information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):   

 

Please could you tell me how many people have died in UK prisons in 2018 due to self 

injury? 

 

Your request is being handled under the FOIA. 

 

I can confirm the MoJ holds the information you have requested.  However, the information 

for January to June 2018 is exempt from disclosure under section 21 of the FOIA, because 

the information is reasonably accessible to you. Safety in custody statistics are published 

quarterly and cover information on deaths, self-harm and assaults in prison custody in 

England and Wales. The most recent statistics were published on 26 July 2018 and contain 

data on deaths in prison custody to June 2018. The information is accessible in table 1 

‘Annual Safety in Custody Summary Statistics’ of the Deaths in Prison Custody Statistics via 

this link 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/safety-in-custody-quarterly-update-to-march-2018 

 

You will note that the statistics refer to self-inflicted deaths, rather than death due to self-

injury or suicide. Self-inflicted deaths include any death of a person who has apparently 

taken his or her own life, irrespective of intent. This includes not only suicides but also 

accidental deaths as a result of the person’s own actions. This classification is used because 

it is not always known whether a person intended to kill themselves. 

 

We also hold information for the period 1 July 2018 to date, but it is exempt from disclosure 

under section 22(1) of the FOIA, because it is intended for future publication.  The MoJ 

publishes headline figures quarterly in January, April, July and October. The detailed figures 

for 2018 will be published in January 2019. Once published, the figures will be accessible to 

you in table 1.1 ‘Deaths in prison custody and rates by apparent cause by calendar year’ of 

the Deaths in Prison Custody Statistics via the above link. 

 

This is a qualified exemption, which means that the decision to disclose the information 

requested is subject to the public interest test.  When assessing whether or not it would be in 
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the public interest to disclose the information to you, we took into account the following 

factors. 

 

Public interest considerations favouring disclosure 

 

 Early disclosure would improve transparency in the operations of Government, and of 

the justice system in particular. 

 

Public interest considerations favouring withholding the information 

 

 It is in the public interest to adhere to the existing publication process for official 

statistics, which includes time for the data to be collated and properly verified. This 

ensures that accurate information is available to all members of the public at the 

same time. Premature publication could undermine the principle of making the 

information available to all at the same time through the official publication process. 

 

 It is also in the public interest to ensure that data used in the compilation of official 

statistics complies with the Code of Practice for Official Statistics and that resulting 

outputs are produced to the highest quality. Statistics of high quality are produced to 

sound methods, with all users having easy and equal access that is fair and open, 

and are managed impartially and objectively in the public interest. Premature 

publication could undermine these aims and would increase the risk that incorrect or 

inaccurate information was released.  

 

We have reached the view that, on balance, the public interest is better served by 

withholding this information under section 22 of the FOIA. 

 

Appeal rights 

 

If you are not satisfied with this response you have the right to request an internal review by 

responding in writing to one of the addresses below within two months of the date of this 

response. 

 

data.access@justice.gsi.gov.uk 

 

Disclosure Team, Ministry of Justice, 10.38, 102 Petty France, London, SW1H 9AJ 

 

You do have the right to ask the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO) to investigate any 

aspect of your complaint.  However, please note that the ICO is likely to expect internal 

complaints procedures to have been exhausted before beginning their investigation. 

 

 

Yours sincerely  

 

Abi Ajilore 

 

Safer Custody 

Prison Safety Team 
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