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Our ref: EG/nb/FOI/2016 - 491 
 
26th September 2016 
 
By Email: request-356625-210efad2@whatdotheyknow.com  
 
Dear Ms Corr 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000 – INFORMATION REQUEST 

 
Your request for information regarding numbers of attempted suicides and suicides at Craigavon 
Area Hospital and the Bluestone Unit has now been considered and a response is enclosed. 
 
The enclosed information has been supplied to you for your personal use under the Freedom of 
Information Act 2000 and remains protected by copyright.  You do not have an automatic right to 
re-use the information e.g. for commercial purposes or by publishing or issuing further copies of 
the information unless you have received permission from the Trust. 
 
For further information please refer to the Re-Use of Public Sector Information Regulations 2005. 
 
If you are unhappy as to how this request has been handled, you should write to Mrs Claire 
Graham, the FOI lead for the Trust. You have the right to seek a review within the Trust in the first 
instance. 
 
If, after receiving a response, you remain unhappy, you can refer your complaint to the Information 
Commissioner at The Information Commissioner’s office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, 
SK9 5AF.   It is important to note that if you refer any matter to the Information Commissioner, you 
will need to show evidence of having gone through the Trust’s review procedure to try to resolve 
the matter with the Trust in the first instance. 
 
If you have any queries or concerns then please contact Mrs Claire Graham at the following 
address: 
 
Southern Health & Social Care Trust 
Ferndale 
Bannvale Site 
10 Moyallen Road 
Gilford  
BT63 5JX 
 
Tel:          028 3883 3357 
Email:      Foi.Team@Southerntrust.hscni.net 
 

Yours sincerely 
 

Information Governance Team 

mailto:xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx
mailto:xxx.xxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxxxx.xxx
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Sent Electronically (Not Signed) 
 
ESTHER GISHKORI 
DIRECTOR OF ACUTE SERVICES 
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SOUTHERN HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE TRUST 
RESPONSE TO FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST 2016/491 

 
 
How many attempts at suicide have been made at the Bluestone Unit and at Craigavon Area 
Hospital, for each year (separately), over the last five years? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The above information has been extracted from the Trust adverse incident recording system. The 
figure <5 has been taken from incidents which have been coded as attempted suicide. These 
figures may not however include all incidents of attempted suicide, this is because incidents can 
be recorded according to the initial presentation of the incident and therefore will not be reflected 
in the figures for attempted suicides. 
 
In order to extract all incidents of attempted suicide would involve a manual search of adverse 
incidents recorded and unfortunately the Trust is unable to provide this information. This is 
because the cost of retrieving the information exceeds the “appropriate limit” as stated in the 
Freedom of Information (Fees and Appropriate Limit) Regulations 2004.  In order to obtain this 
information would exceed the £450 limit (18 hours work calculated at a rate of £25 per hour) and is 
therefore cost prohibitive. 
 
 

Bluestone Unit 

Year Number of Attempted Suicides 

2012 0 
 

2013              0 
 

2014 <5 
 

2015 <5 
 

2016 <5 
 

Craigavon Area Hospital 

Year Number of Attempted Suicides 

2012 <5 
 

2013              <5 
 

2014 <5 
 

2015 <5 
 

2016 <5 
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Number of patients that have died as a result of these attempts  

 
   Bluestone Unit - <5 
 
   Craigavon Area Hospital - <5 
 
 
Please note that the actual figures for all of the above responses are exempt from disclosure 
under s40 (2) of the Freedom of Information Act (third party personal information).  
 
This is because the low number of patients involved, the limited geographical area covered by the 
Trust and media coverage of some incidents means there is a significant risk of identification of an 
individual, therefore disclosing the actual figures would breach one or more of the data protection 
principles (namely the 1st and 6th principle).  
 
The Trust also considers that, given the nature of the information requested, if an individual was to 
be identified from actual figures provided there would be a real risk of significant harm or distress 
to an individual or their family members.  
 


