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Dear Mr Adamson
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000 - REQUEST REF: 0616-17

Thank you for your email of 24 June 2017 asking for information under the Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA) 2000. You asked:

Can you tell me what boundaries of the Israeli state do the UK recognise and what actual is
the definition of "recognition” of a country or government.

I am writing to advise you that we have completed a search of our paper and electronic
records. The criteria for recognising a state in international law does not require clearly
delimited boundaries of a state. The UK’s longstanding position on the Middle East Peace
Process is to support a negotiated two-state solution based on 1967 borders with land
swaps, and with Jerusalem as the shared capital of both states. The UK supported SCR
2334, which underlined that the international community “will not recognize any changes to
the 4 June 1967 lines, including with regard to Jerusalem, other than those agreed by the
parties through negotiations”.

If you wish to make a complaint or if you would like a review of our response, please write to
the FOI and DPA Team at the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, Room K4.04, King
Charles Street, London, SW1A 2AH. E-mail: foi-dpa.imd@fco.gov.uk. You have 40 working
days to do so from the date this letter. Please remember to quote the reference number
above in any future communications.

If you are not content with the outcome of the above, you may then apply directly to the
Information Commissioner for a review of our response. Generally, the Information
Commissioner will only carry out a review once you have exhausted the internal FCO
complaints procedure. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: Information
Commissioner's Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 5AF.
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You can find responses to other FOI requests on the FCO’s website.
Yours sincerely,

Near East Department

We keep and use information in line with the Data Protection Act 1998. We may release this personal information to other UK
government departments and public authorities.
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