His existence today was not because he was bred only for gameness. He was
not bred only for power. He sure as hell was not bred only for his
intelligence, loyalty, boldness, round Y€, rose ear, red nose, or his inclination
for dragging children from the paths of speeding trains. He was bred to win.
That's right folks, he was developed for competition.




Thank God for the amateurs; professional dog fighting is a dying occupation.
Preservation of this grand athlete that was bred to go to war is inevitably
going to be in the hands of the amateurs. So, let’s look to the profession of
he dog in establishing our standard so that our grandchildren wil| at least see
an authentic physical reproduction of 3 fighting dog. T

dogs usage and that this particular animaj IS suppose to win a dogfight, we
come naturally to the question, what does it take to win?

Most of those who have backed their judgment with hard earned money
would agree on the following to some degree or another.

1 Gameness («ictivimess 1o, G )
2. Aggressiveness A ruos

3. Stamina

4, Wrestling ability

5 Biting ability

Earl Tudor said that the great “Black Jack,” who killed 4 opponents in 7 wins
in big money fights, bit hard "because he wanted to bite hard.” That about
sums it up. Good biters séem to be where you find them regardless of the
shapes of their heads,

total of gameness, aggressiveness, bite and natura stamina, none of which
are directly related to conformation.

Any dogfighter will tell you, “If you've got a game dog with good air, he’s
worth a bet,” might add, “If he can also bite, put a second mortgage on the
house and take him to a convention.” In other words, never mind what he
looks like.

However, wiser men than I have said, “The only game dogs are dead ones,”
Also, “under certain conditions most dogs will quit.” I believe there’s 3 Iot of




truth to that, and reinforce the fact that conformation is important, remember
that conformation and wrestling ability are very closely related and it's usually
the bottom dog in the fight that quits. It's hard to stop even the rankest cur
if he can stay on top. The dog whose muscle and bone structure don‘t permit

Our standard of conformation can not be based on what somegne who never
Saw a dodfight thinks 3 fighting dog should look like, but should be based on
those physical attributes displayed on winning pit dogs.

AMERICAN PIT BULL TERRIER COMFORMATION

shoulder, as guides will keep the viewer from being fooled by the way the
dog is standing.

Hence, stocky dogs with long bodies, heavy shoulders and thick legs usually
lose to taller, rangier opponents.

Nature usually blesses a tall rangy dog with a fairiy long neck which is a
-.tremendous advantage in that it enables him to reach a stifle when his

opponent, or to reach the chest himself when the other dog is trying to hold
him off. The neck should be heavily muscled right up to the base of the skul.

Secbndly, look at his back end. That's the drive train of any four-legged
animal. A Bulldog does 80% of his work off his hips and back legs.

A long sloping hip is most important. By its very length, it gives leverage to
the femur or thigh bone, A long hip will give the dog a slightly roached back
dppearance. Hence the “low set” tail S0 often spoke of.

The hip should be broad, A broad hip will carry with it a broad loin and
permits a large surface for the attachment of the gluteal and the biceps
femoris muscles, the biggest drivers in the power train.



springy. The front legs will be heavy and solid looking. The experienced
Bulldog man however, will note the wide hip; loin and powerfu| thigh which
make the back end the most muscular.




of advantage, First, it's overa| size. Too big a head simply carries more
weight and increases the chances of having to fight a bigger dog. Too small
a head is easily punished by a nose fighter and is especially easy for g ear
fighter to shake., In an otherwise well-proportioned dog, the head will appear
to be about two-thirds the width of the shoulders and about 25% wider at the
cheeks than the neck at the base of the skull. Back of the head to the stop
should be aboyt the same distance as from the stop to the tip of the nose,
The bridge of ngse should be wejj developed which will make the areg directly
under the eyes considerably wider than the head at the base of the ears,
Depth from the top of the head t the bottom of the jaw is important., The jaw

closed. A straight, box-like muzzle and wejj developed mandible will not have
much to do with biting power byt will endure more punishment. “Lippy” dogs

In general, such 3 head will be wedge shaped when viewed either from the

- top or side, round when viewed from the front.

The feet shouid be small and set high on the pasterns. The gait of the dog
should be light and springy.

Most of the above relates to skeletal features of the dog. When we look at
the muscles, from the breeders standpoint, it is much more important to look
at the genetic features of musculature than those features due to
conditioning. A genetically powerfy| dog can be a winner In the hands of
even an inept trainer, but 3 genetically weak dog needs a good matchmaker
to win, Conditioning won't do much for him,




attachments deep down the bone, well past the joint.  Short muscled dogs
are impressive looking but not athletic. A muscle’s power value lies in it's
ability to contract. The greater the difference between its relaxed state and
it's contracted state, the greater the power.

be short and bristled. The gloss of the coat usually reflects the health of the
dog and is important to an athletic Pit Bull.

In judging the American Pit Bull Terrier 100 points will be possible for the
ideal dog. The break down is as follows:-

Overall appearance 20 points
Attitude of dog 10 points
Head and neck 15 points
Front end of dog 20 points
Back end of dog 30 points
Tail and coat 5 points
100 points

Disqualification: Any dog that has been sexually altered, that is spay or
neutered.




