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Requested information: 

 
Dear Bath and North East Somerset Council, If speed surveys were conducted on the 

following sections of road before and after the speed limit was dropped. 

The A4 between The Globe Roundabout and Saltford The A36 Lower Bristol Road The A4 

Newbridge Road on the approach to Bath Orchard Way, Peasdown 

 
For each road what changes were there to the measured. 

Overall level of compliance. 

The average speed, 

The 85th percentile speed and 

The average speed of the fastest 5%.  

 
Response 

 
The speed limit on the A4 Bath Road between the Globe Roundabout and Saltford was 

lowered from 60mph (derestricted) to 50mph on the 17th April 2015.  A traffic survey taken in 

2009 northwest of the junction with Corston Lane showed the average speed to be 38.6mph, 

and the 85ile speed to be 44.4mph.  A traffic survey taken in 2017 southeast of the junction 

with Corston Lane showed the average speed to be 40.2mph, and the 85ile speed to be 

45.8mph.   

 
The speed limit on the A36 Lower Bristol Road, inbound from its junction with the A4 Bristol 

Road (Twerton Fork), was modified on the 13th February 2015, which included a short length 

of 40mph and 30mph (before returning to 60mph).  We do not have traf ic survey data for 

this length of Lower Bristol Road prior to 2017.  For information, however, a permanent 

survey location to the east of Twerton Fork (within the 40mph) has recorded the following: 

 
Year 

Average speed  85%ile speed 

(mph) 

(mph) 

2022  35.6 

41.8 

2021  36.2 

42.7 

2020  36.2 

42.7 

2019  34.5 

40.7 

2018  34.4 

40.7 

 
The speed limit on the A4 Newbridge Road is 60mph from its junction with the A36 Lower 

Bristol Road (Twerton Fork) to a point approximately 230m southwest of the centre of the 

River Avon, which was introduced on the 12th December 2014.  The remainder of the A4 on 

the approach to Bath is 30mph by virtue of the presence of street lighting, and this speed 

limit has not been modified.  A traffic count taken in 2009 adjacent to the park and ride site 

(within the existing 30mph) showed the average speed to be 33.1mph, and the 85ile speed 

to be 38.7mph.  A permanent survey location to the west of the River Avon (also within the 

30mph) has recorded the following: 

 
Year 

Average speed  85%ile speed 

(mph) 

(mph) 

2022  32.1 

38.7 

2021  32.8 

39.2 

2020  33.2 

39.5 

2019  27.8 

38.1 
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2018  29.3 

38.9 

 
The speed limit in Orchard Way, Peasedown St. John, was reduced from 30mph to 20mph 

on the 17th June 2013.  Traffic surveys were taken in two locations in 2011 and one in 

January 2013, but no traf ic surveys have been undertaken since the speed limit was 

reduced. 

 
With regard to the average speed of the fastest 5%, this information is not readily available 

for any of the requested locations where traffic survey data is available. 
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