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Mr Iain Lawrie 
 
By email: request-282257-4e20d9a3@whatdotheyknow.com 
 
Our Ref: SIR137658/A1711209      21 August 2015 
 
 
Dear Mr Lawrie 
 
Information Request – Communications Relating to Complaint 
 
Thank you for your information request which we received on 24 July.  We have considered 
your request under the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 (‘FOISA’). 
 
You asked us for a copy of all communications relating to your complaint about the misuse of 
public funds by SNH into funding Aberdeenshire Council and viewing of pornography.  You 
noted that you are particularly interested in our efforts to discuss the evidence you offered, 
and why SNH did not discuss or request this as part of the investigation.  You also asked us 
to explain to you the difference between a 'full and thorough' investigation and an 
investigation. 
 
For reference, I have included the full text of your request email at Annex A to this letter. 
 
We have carried out a detailed search of the information we hold and copies of all 
communications relating to your complaint are attached along with this letter.  The information 
comprises email exchanges and the details about your complaint recorded on our Casework 
Management System.  This includes the information we hold about the evidence you offered. 
 
We have marked out (redacted) some parts of the documents because they contain personal 
data and releasing that information would breach the Data Protection Act 1998.  We are 
therefore withholding the information under FOISA Sections 38(1)(a) and 38(1)(b) (Personal 
information). 
 
We also redacted some information as it is outwith the scope of your request. 
 
I have checked with colleagues, and the "full and thorough" investigation refers to a review of 
all application and claim assessments of all NESBReC projects for the period since the 
alleged misconduct took place.  This was carried out to identify whether we held anything 
within the project files that would point towards SNH awareness of concerns about project 
delivery or misconduct from staff at the time.  A copy of the document we prepared when we 
reviewed all the application and claim assessments is included in the information attached 
along with this letter. 
 
We note the additional points you raise in your email regarding our response to your 
complaint, however those points are not a Freedom of Information request and so we are 
unfortunately unable to progress this for you via the FOI process.  As we investigated your 
complaint under stage 2 of our complaints handling procedure (formal investigation, our final 
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internal stage), you may now wish to contact the Scottish Public Sector Ombudsman to see if 
they will consider looking into our handling of the case, http://www.spso.org.uk/.  
 
 
Review and Appeal 
 
I hope this information meets your requirements but if you are dissatisfied with how we have 
responded to your information request, please write to us within 40 working days at Battleby, 
Redgorton, Perth, PH1 3EW or email us at foi@snh.gov.uk, explaining your concerns.  Our 
Director of Policy and Advice, Andrew Bachell or his nominated delegate will carry out a 
review of our response and provide an outcome within 20 working days. 
 
If you are not satisfied following this, you can make an appeal to the Scottish Information 
Commissioner.  The Scottish Information Commissioner can be contacted at: 
 
Scottish Information Commissioner 
Kinburn Castle 
Doubledykes Road 
St Andrews 
Fife 
KY16 9DS 
Telephone: 01334 464610 
 
http://www.itspublicknowledge.info/ 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

Rhoda Davidson 
 
Rhoda Davidson 
Information Officer 
foi@snh.gov.uk 
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Annex A 
 
Can I have a copy of all communications relating to my complaint about the misuse of public 
funds by SNH into funding Aberdeenshire Council and viewing of pornography. I am 
particularly interested in your efforts to discuss the evidence I had offered and why you did not 
discuss or request this as part of an investigation as would be the case in the course of even 
the most basic of investigations. It seems far from 'full' or 'thorough' if you choose to 
deliberately avoid gathering evidence of misuse of public funding by SNH which of course is 
the case here. Let me make it clear, I offered you evidence of misuse of public funding by 
SNH and you have refused to request this evidence from me. This is evidence that shows that 
SNH funding is being, or has been, used to view pornography. If you wish to chase this up 
with Aberdeenshire Council as any responsible organisation would do, then by all means go 
ahead. But my complaint is about the misuse, by SNH, of public funds and I have evidence to 
prove this funding is being used to view pornography. Are you saying that it's okay to view 
pornography with SNH money because that's certainly the impression you're giving with your 
responses? 
 
Can you also explain to me the difference between a 'full and thorough' investigation and an 
investigation? 
 


