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Dear Mr Foster, 
 
Thank you for your email of 20 June 2015 where you requested the following information: 
 
A copy of every version of the Single Departmental Plan currently used by the Department for 
Business, Innovation and Skills, either externally or internally 
 
Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 ('the Act'), you have the right to:   
•  know whether we hold the information you require 

•  be provided with that information (subject to any exemptions under the Act which may 

apply). 

 
I can confirm that the Department holds information within scope of your request. 

A version of the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills Single Departmental Plan has 
been published.  This is already in the public domain and can be accessed via the following 
weblink: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bis-single-departmental-plan-2015-to-
2020. 

Further information regarding the Single Departmental Plan is held. However, this is being 
withheld in accordance with Section 35(1)(a) of the Act – formulation or development of 
Government policy.  The use of Section 35 is subject to a public interest test. 

We recognise that there is a general public interest in disclosure of such information and that 
greater transparency enables the public to assess the quality of policy formulation advice and 
guidance and makes government more accountable to the electorate. However, disclosure also 
poses a risk to the protection of the decision-making process which needs to be based on a 
broad assessment and discussion of options. In order to deliver effectively Government officials 
must be able to discuss future options, explore all plausible scenarios and set the scene in as 
full a way as possible. Disclose might deter officials from raising radical or controversial options 
and from having free and frank discussions about all available possibilities in relation to any 

 

 



 

 

given policy or idea.  This would have a detrimental effect on the quality of the decisions made 
and undermine good government. This would not be in the public interest.   

 
Appeals procedure  
 
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to ask for an internal 
review. Internal review requests should be submitted within two months of the date of receipt of 
the response to your original request and should be addressed to the Information Rights Unit:  
 
Information Rights Unit 
Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy 
1 Victoria Street  
London  
SW1H 0ET 
Email: xxx.xxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx.xxx.xx 
 
Please remember to quote the reference number above in any future communications. 
 
If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply directly 
to the Information Commissioner for a decision. The Information Commissioner can be 
contacted at: Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, 
Cheshire, SK9 5AF. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
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