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Susan Wilson 
 
10 October 2018 
 
Dear Susan 
 
Freedom of information request 
 
Thank you for your email of 14 September 2018 requesting MBChB (UCAS code A100) 
application statistics for the years of entry 2016, 2017, and 2018. 
  
The Edinburgh Medical School is renowned for preparing its students to be world class 
doctors. The MBChB programme curriculum aims to ensure that our graduates are caring, 
competent, confident and reflective practitioners, and are able to function at the highest level 
in academic, hospital or community settings.  Further information about the MBChB is 
published on the website at https://www.ed.ac.uk/medicine-vet-medicine/edinburgh-medical-
school. 
 
You asked for numbers of Rest of UK (RUK) domiciled applicants offering each number of 
points from 34 to 40 out of 40 points for the selector's score in each year. These are 
presented below. 
 

  Total Score in Selection 
Academic Year of 

Entry 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 
2016/7 36 53 50 37 28 26 8 
2017/8 53 55 55 45 32 10 9 
2018/9 67 77 56 70 62 33 15 

 
You asked for the lowest selector's score (not including applicants with special 
considerations or reduced offers due to contextual information) for which an applicant was 
given an offer.  These are presented below. 
 

Year of 
Entry 

Minimum Total Score for 
Offer 

2018 36 
2017 35 
2016 36 

 
You asked whether additional A*s or UKCAT points above the requirements for maximum 
number of points on the selector's score are used to decide between applicants and if the 
selector's score is the sole decider. Our MBChB Selector’s Handbook is available at 
https://www.ed.ac.uk/medicine-vet-medicine/edinburgh-medical-
school/medicine/applying/selection. This describes our selection process in full and gives the 
scoring rubrics for A Level applicants on p.15. We score an applicant’s best 3 A Levels and 
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the maximum number of points available in the A Level component reflects 2 or more A* 
grades predicted or achieved. 
 
You asked the number of applicants gaining each score, 1 - 6, on the personal statement 
and reference. These are presented below. 
 

  Personal Scoring 
Academic Year of 

Entry 1 2 3 4 5 6 
2016/7 54 93 104 103 95 39 
2017/8 22 86 211 207 78 8 
2018/9 18 87 212 305 162 13 

 
You asked the number of applicants applying with maximum points for academia, the 
UKCAT, and the SJT. These are presented below. 
 

Academic 
Year of 
Entry 

No. Applicants with 
Maximum Academic 

Score 

No. Applicants with 
Maximum UKCAT 

Score 
No. Applicants with 

Maximum SJT Score 
2016/7 271 140 229 
2017/8 300 131 285 
2018/9 356 180 436 

 

Technical exemption 

Please note that as some of this information is available to you through the University 
website, it is technically exempt from the University’s obligation to answer requests for 
information under the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002. The information is 
exempt under section 25 of this Act, because it is available to you by another route. This 
exemption is a technical matter only and does not affect your ability to obtain the information 
on-line. 

If you do not have access to the Internet or would prefer to receive information in hard copy 
please let me know and I will arrange for printouts from the appropriate web pages to be 
sent to you. 

Right to review 

If you are dissatisfied with this response, you may ask the University to conduct a review of 
this decision by contacting the University's Records Management Section 
(www.ed.ac.uk/records-management/about/contact) in writing (e.g. by letter or email) or in 
some other recorded form (e.g. audio or video tape).  You should describe the original 
request, explain your grounds for dissatisfaction, and include an address for 
correspondence.  You have 40 working days from receipt of this letter to submit a review 
request.  When the review process has been completed, if you are still dissatisfied, you may 
appeal to the Scottish Information Commissioner using the guidance at 
www.itspublicknowledge.info/Appeal.  If you do not have access to the Internet, please let 
me know and I will provide a copy of the relevant web pages. 
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Privacy notice 

The University of Edinburgh's privacy notice, which describes how we use the information 
you have supplied about yourself and your request, is available on-line at 
www.ed.ac.uk/medicine-vet-medicine/edinburgh-medical-school/medicine/applying/selection.   

 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Brian Cherry 
CMVM Undergraduate Admissions Manager 
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