
 

 

Brexit Planning Team 
 
 

Dear Mr Davey, 
 
ROLES OF GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS INVOLVED IN THE 
PRODUCTION OF STUDIES ON THE IMPACT OF BREXIT  
 
Your email of 28 September 2017 requested information under the Freedom of 
Information Act 2000.  Specifically: 
 

“I refer to my FoI request to the DExEU: 
https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/studies_on_the_impact_of_brex
it#outgoing-681506 
 
And their response: 
https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/studies_on_the_impact_of_brex
it#incoming-1043508 
 
In the response to Item 5a, DExEU says: “We can confirm that DExEU 
does not hold this information. This exercise relied on expertise and 
involvement from across Government, and we are as such unable to 
ascertain the effort in days that went into producing these studies.” 
 
I now have the following questions of your department. I would be grateful 
if you would answer these questions on behalf of your department and 
those government agencies reporting through your department. If you are 
unable to report on behalf of your agencies, please let me know and I will 
make further FoI requests directly to those agencies. 
 
1 Did your department (or associated agencies) have any role in the 
production of any of the studies referred to in the above referenced FoI 
request and response from DExEU? 
 
2 If your department or your agencies did have a role, what was that role? 
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3 If your agencies had a role, please specify which agencies were 
involved? 
 
4 If you or your agencies did have a role, what was the total amount of 
effort (in person days) expended by civil servants or department/agency-
supervised government contractors on all of the studies to which you (or 
your agencies) contributed? 
 
5 If you or your agencies did have a role, was any of the work 
subcontracted to external service providers under fixed-price or 
time/materials terms? If so, please provide details of these contracts 
including the supplier, the value and the contracting route? 
 
6 Please identify the studies to which you or your agencies contributed?” 

 
 
Please note the following responses to your questions in the order raised:  
 

 Question 1 - the only report identified in your FoI request, including the 
Independent article, and the subsequent response from DExEU, is the 
leaked Department of Health report; 

 

 Question 2 - I can confirm that the Department for Infrastructure, including 
its agency, had no role in the development of this report; and 

 

 Questions 3-6 – information not held in light of 1 and 2 above. 
 
 
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to ask 
for an internal review.  Internal review requests should be submitted within two 
months of the date of receipt of the response to your original letter and should be 
addressed to:  
 

Paul McGrory 
Departmental Information Manager  
Room 5.36 
Clarence Court 
10-18 Adelaide Street 
Belfast  
BT2 8GB 

 
Please quote the reference number above in any future communications. 
 
If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right 
to apply directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision.  The Information 
Commissioner can be contacted at: Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe 
House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF. 
 
The supply of information under the Freedom of Information Act does not give the 
recipient or organisation that receives it the automatic right to reuse it in any way 



 

 

that would infringe copyright.  This includes, for example, making multiple copies, 
publishing / issuing copies to the public.  Permission to re-use the information 
must be obtained in advance from the Controller of HMSO who has responsibility 
for the licensing of Crown Copyright material.  For further details on how to apply 
for a licence please see: http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/version/3/.   
 
Copyright in other documents may rest with a third party.  For information about 
obtaining permission from a third party please see the Intellectual Property 
Office’s website: www.ipo.gov.uk.   
 

 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
(Signed) 
 
JIM SUTHERLAND 
Brexit Planning Team 
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