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xxx.xxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx.xx
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 Greater Manchester Combined Authority

Churchgate House 

56 Oxford St 

Manchester 

M1 6EU

  xxx.xxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx.xx

www.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk

 
 

Dear Mr Williams

 
Freedom of Information Act 2000

Thank you for your FOI request. 

Your request for information was received by us on 26 April 2021 regarding: 
 
Disclose the letter(s) from Priti Patel and Mayor's reply(s) regarding Adil Khan and Qari 
Abdul Rauf.
 
 
GMCA Response
 
I can confirm that Greater Manchester Combined Authority holds this information, 
however, we are withholding this information as we consider that the 
following exemptions apply to it.
 
The information is exempt from disclosure under Section 36(2)(b)(i) of the Freedom of 
Information Act (FoIA); disclosure of the information would be likely to prejudice the 
ability to give free and frank advice or exchange of views; and Section 36(2)(c) of the 
Freedom of Information Act (FoIA); disclosure of this information would be likely to 
prejudice the effective conduct of public affairs. 

The Mayor, Deputy Mayor, a local MP and the Home Secretary have exchanged a 
series of letters regarding delays to the planned deportation of offenders convicted of 
CSE offences in Rochdale following media reports about victims meeting their abusers 
in local shops. 
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 The Mayor and Deputy Mayor in their roles relating to the Police Crime and 
Commissioner have duties relating to victims of crime. The Mayor and Deputy Mayor 
must be able to advocate on behalf of victims of crime in Greater Manchester on a 
confidential basis. The ongoing public discourse about progress in these cases is likely 
to cause further upset and distress to the victims without warning, and without police or 
organisations providing support being able to offer immediate additional support or 
information.

To use this exemption we are required to undertake a public interest test. The matters 
which were considered in applying the public interest test are as follows:

Factors in favour of disclosure

• It will further the understanding of and participation in the debate of current 

issues

• It will promote openness and honesty

 
Factors in favour of withholding

• Release may hinder the full and frank sharing of information and/or the receipt of 

detailed advice

• Release may put health and safety of a group or individual at risk

• Release will result in unfairness to others

• Release will inhibit the effective delivery of services and/or undermine the 

Authority’s ability to fulfil its role

Some of this information is also exempt from disclosure under Section 40(2) of the 
Freedom of Information Act (FoIA).  The information is personal data as defined by the 
Data Protection Act 2018 (DPA). As this is data relating to another individual, I am 
unable to give this to you; release of this information would constitute a breach of 
Principle 1 of the DPA. Principle 1 states that personal data shall be processed (used) 
fairly and lawfully and, in particular, shall not be used unless at least one of the 
conditions in Schedule 2 of the DPA is met; in this case, those conditions have not 
been met. This response therefore acts as a refusal notice under section 17 of the 
FoIA.  
 
To use this exemption we are required to undertake a public interest test. The matters 
which were considered in applying the public interest test are as follows:
 
Factors in favour of disclosure

• It will promote openness and honesty

 
Factors in favour of withholding

• Release may cause damage and distress to others

• Withholding may protect victims

• Release may put health and safety of a group or individual at risk

• Release will result in unfairness to others
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It is considered that the greater public interest therefore lies in not providing the 
information at this time. In coming to that conclusion, the public interest in providing the 
information has been carefully weighed against any prejudice to the public interest that 
might arise from withholding the information; in all the circumstances of the case, the 
public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing 
the information.

This response therefore acts as a refusal notice under section 17 of the FoIA.

 
If you have any queries or concerns then please do not hesitate to contact us, quoting 
your reference number: 2313076

If you are not satisfied with this response you may ask for an internal review. Internal 
review requests should be submitted within two months of the date of receipt of the 
response to your original letter and should be addressed to:
 
xxx.xxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx.xx
 
If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to 
apply directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. The Information 
Commissioner can be contacted at:
 
Information Commissioner's Office
Wycliffe House
Water Lane
Wilmslow
Cheshire
SK9 5AF
 
If you need further clarification with regards to Freedom of Information you can go to 
the Information Commissioners website www.ICO.org.uk
 

Yours sincerely,
 

William Monaghan

Information Governance Officer

 

 




    

  

  
