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Dear Mr Craddock   
 

Environmental Information Regulations 2004 – Rights of Way Notes 

Thank you for your e-mail of 5 June, requesting information from the Planning 
Inspectorate (PINS).  Please accept my apologies for the time taken to respond. 

 
You have made the following request: 

 
“This request is made under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  Please would you 
supply me with copies of all rights of way notes issued since January 2000.  By 'rights 

of way notes', I refer to the internal notes issued by the inspectorate (e.g. 5/2017 
relates to the mechanism by which diverted rights of way come into existence in s.119 
orders), and not to the 'advice notes' currently published online at 

www.gov.uk/government/collections/rights-of-way-advice-notes. 
 

In order to avoid making the request burdensome, I am content if the response is 
confined to those notes which are currently held by the Inspectorate in electronic 
form.  If it is more convenient to supply a number of notes in the same document, 

that would be acceptable. 
 
I wish to have the information supplied in electronic form, by a response posted to the 

Whatdotheyknow.com web forum.” 
 

Response:  
 
Copies of all the electronically held Rights of Way Notes, issued by the Inspectorate 

since January 2000, are requested.  You have asked for this information under the 
Freedom of Information Act 2000.  However, because the information requested 
relates to Rights of Way casework, it is considered to be Environmental information, 

as defined in regulation 2(1)(c) of the Environmental Information Regulations 2004 
(EIR) rather than the Freedom of Information Act. 

 
By way of advice and assistance with your request, I should explain PINS has issued 
over 200 Rights of way Notes to Inspectors.  This is our main mechanism for  

http://www.gov.uk/government/collections/rights-of-way-advice-notes


 
 
 

communicating with our Inspectors.  As a result these Notes contain a wide variety of 
types of information.  Some examples include: 

 
 Copies of judgements and consent orders following high court challenges; 
 Details of changes in procedure; 

 Details of policy changes; 
 Details of advice received from Defra; 
 Copies of draft and amended guidance including our booklet, Advice Notes and 

Consistency Guidelines; 
 Copies of amended or new legislation including circulars and regulations; 

 Minutes of meetings held with Defra; 
 Minutes of Inspector meetings; 
 Staffing matters; 

 Decision templates; and 
 Draft and amended training material. 

 

In many cases the Notes are issued along with a number of additional attachments.  
These attachments have been saved electronically alongside the relevant Note, but in 

some cases no electronic version now exists (this is particularly so for the earlier 
Notes).  The vast majority of Notes that have been withdrawn are no longer held 
electronically. 

 
Due to the nature of the information contained in the Notes and associated 
documents, detailed consideration must first be given to all the documents, to ensure 

any sensitive or personal information is redacted.  We will also have to liaise with 
Defra where a Note contains information which has been provided by them, to ensure 

they are satisfied that it can be made available. 
 
Given the number of documents involved, meeting your request will be a significant 

undertaking and will require a large amount of staff resource.   It will consequently 
take a considerable amount of time for our small Rights of Way team to complete.  
We would need to move resources away from day to day casework in order to comply 

with this request. 
 

With the above in mind, we currently view this request to be unreasonable, in 
accordance with Regulation 12(4)(b) of the EIR, due to the required diversion of 
resources.  However, I have enclosed for your consideration, a list of all the extant 

Notes that have been issued since 2000.  Against each Note is a list of the matters it 
contains.  We invite you to review the contents of the list and come back to us with a 

revised request which is more specific (and accordingly less of a demand on 
resources) which we will subsequently give due consideration.    
 

Internal Review Process: 
 
If you are unhappy with the way we handled your request, then you can ask for an 

internal review.  Details of our review procedures and contact details for the 
Information Commissioner’s Office are set out in the attached leaflet. 

 
Yours sincerely 

 

Chris Pritchard 
 
Planning Inspectorate 


