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Meeting: 10 
November 2015

Cabinet members: John Cotton (Chairman), Anna Badcock, John Cotton, Elizabeth Gillespie, Tony 
Harbour, Lynn Lloyd, Jane Murphy and Robert Simister
By invitation: David Dodds, Craig Bower (Better Broadband), and Guy Hitchcock (Ricardo Energy and 
Environment) 
Officers: Kate Arnold, Kim Ashford, John Backley, Steve Bishop, David Buckle, Steve Culliford, Adrian 
Duffield, Paula Fox, Paul Holland, William Jacobs, Clare Kingston, Suzanne Malcolm, Margaret Reed, 
Anna Robinson, Cathie Scotting, Claire Spendley and Emma Turner
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1. Broadband Cabinet received a presentation from Craig Bower of Better 
Broadband for Oxfordshire.  He updated Cabinet on progress 
against the plan to improve broadband in South Oxfordshire.  The 
quarterly milestones had been achieved to date, with a project 
completion expected by the end of December 2017.  There was a 
clawback mechanism whereby any underspend in the earlier 
phases could be re-allocated to improve coverage in the most 
difficult to reach areas; other options and technologies were being 
considered also.  He suggested that once he had the results from 
BT’s latest survey he would consult the council on priorities for the 
next phase.  Cabinet asked for information on the costs of covering 
each area so a better assessment could be made.  

Suzanne 
Malcolm 

2. Low emission strategy Cabinet considered a presentation from a consultant, Guy 
Hitchcock, who had prepared a draft low emission strategy.  
Cabinet was asked to give its views to the General Licensing 
Committee chairman, David Dodds, who was invited to the meeting.  

A slight majority of Cabinet members were in favour of consulting 
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on a low emission strategy and to seek the public’s views and other 
suggestions.  The consultation should be careful to make it clear 
which authority is responsible for delivering each option.  The 
consultation should not commit the council to actions.  

Claire 
Spendley

3. Gambling policy Cabinet noted that it had a role in reviewing the council’s gambling 
policy.  The Licensing Acts Committee would review the policy and 
make recommendations to Cabinet on 3 December.  Cabinet would 
then recommend the revised policy to Council.  Cabinet agreed that 
the officer’s report could be signed off by the Cabinet portfolio 
holder and Licensing Acts Committee chairman.  

Margaret 
Reed 

4. Participation team 
priorities 

Cabinet considered a paper setting out the work of the leisure 
participation team, together with options for the team’s priorities.  
Cabinet recognised that the council had a responsibility to 
encourage a healthier lifestyle amongst its residents, and supported 
the team’s vision for ‘a healthy, happy district – more active, more 
often’.  Cabinet encouraged the participation team to pursue an 
enabling role, encouraging other providers such as sports clubs to 
actively seek wider participation, and establish what the clubs would 
need from the council to do this.  

Kate Arnold

5. Devolution deal The chief executive updated Cabinet on progress with the 
Oxfordshire devolution deal bid.  Some of the leaders from the 
principal councils in Oxfordshire would shortly be meeting Greg 
Clarke, the Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government, to discuss the deal.  As part of any devolution deal, 
the councils will be expected to put new governance arrangements 
in place and this was a source of some contention.  Cabinet noted 
the latest position.  

6. Five year housing land 
supply and recent 

Officers gave a presentation on housing land supply and the current 
policy gap in appeal decisions.  While a nine-year housing land 
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appeal decisions supply existed for the rest of the district, there was only a four-year 
supply in Didcot, largely due to the development areas being large, 
requiring up-front infrastructure from developers.  

Officers reported that a manager had been appointed to bring 
forward initiatives to speed up developments, to look at areas where 
there was a significant cumulative impact, and look at infrastructure 
need.  Cabinet looked forward to considering these initiatives.  

Adrian 
Duffield 

7. Section 106 receipts 
and spending 

Cabinet considered a paper on setting up procedures to monitor 
section 106 agreements.  Cabinet supported the proposed 
monitoring procedures.  However, Cabinet expressed concern at 
the lack of information available from the county council on whether 
section 106 monies were being spent on the agreed infrastructure.  
Officers agreed to ask the county council how they spent the funds, 
and what happened to the unspent funds.  

Despite the planned introduction the community infrastructure levy 
in 2016, officers would continue to submit an annual monitoring 
report on section 106 agreements to Cabinet.  

Adrian 
Duffield 

8. Planning enforcement 
monitoring 

In September, Cabinet had reviewed the board report and asked for 
greater clarity of the planning enforcement performance figures.  
Officers now provided further performance detail.  Cabinet 
welcomed this and the team’s improving performance, and asked 
that the board report should in future include:

 the percentage of cases determined within six weeks 
 the caseload per month in a stacked bar chart showing total 

cases outstanding and the number of new cases each 
month 

 the length of time cases have been open 
This information should be provided to Cabinet as part of its 
quarterly consideration of the board report, not as a separate report.  

Emma 
Turner 
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9. Funding disabled 
access improvements 
to polling stations 

The Community Governance and Electoral Issues Committee had 
recommended that the council set aside some of the community 
capital grants budget to fund disabled access improvements to 
buildings used as polling stations.  Cabinet supported the officers 
investigating the number of polling stations this applied to, and 
providing estimated costs.  Cabinet would then take a view on this.  

David Buckle 

10. Car park fees and 
charges 

Cabinet considered a draft report on car park fees and charges.  
Cabinet agreed that the report should proceed to the formal Cabinet 
meeting on 3 December, and supported a small increase in car park 
fees to balance the car parks budget.  Cabinet also supported the 
trial introduction of some electric vehicle charging units.  

John Backley 3 December 
Cabinet 
meeting

11. Council tax reduction 
scheme grant 

Officers presented a draft report on whether the council should 
cease the council tax reduction scheme grants to town and parish 
councils.  The aim was for Cabinet to recommend Council to cease 
the scheme; a further report on an alternative funding mechanism 
would be forthcoming in 2016.  The leader reported that he would 
consult the Conservative group on whether to take this proposal 
forward to the formal Cabinet meeting and Council meeting in 
December.  

William 
Jacobs

3 December 
Cabinet 
meeting

12. Council tax base Officers presented a report synopsis on the need for cabinet to 
recommend Council to approve the council tax base in December, 
prior to the 2016/17 council tax setting.  Cabinet agreed that the 
report could proceed to the formal Cabinet meeting on 3 December 
2015.  

William 
Jacobs

3 December 
Cabinet 
meeting

13. Cabinet work 
programme 

Cabinet reviewed and updated its work programme.  Steve 
Culliford

10 November 
2015 
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