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65A
Qualifying 

Offence
(Recordable 

Offence)

Adult/
U18

Conviction 
(including: 
Caution)

Charged with 
but not convicted

63F 
(4)

63I

Arrested for but 
not  charged with 

63F 
(5)

Indefinite

Retention Period

Initial 
Extension 

(Approved by 
District Judge)

Biometrics 
Commissioner 

DOES NOT 
authorise retention 

Minor 
Offence

(Recordable 
Offence)

Adult/
U18

Conviction 
(including: 
Caution)

63I

Conviction 
(including: 
Caution)

Arrested for OR 
charged with -

but not convicted
63H

Penalty Notice 
for Disorder 

(PND)
63L

None

2 years

Adult Indefinite

U18

Not 
previously 
convicted

Custodial 
sentence 

of less 
than 5 
years 

63K 
(2)

Sentence 
other than 
custodial 

63K 
(4)

Custodial 
sentence 
of 5 years 
or more

63K 
(3) Indefinite

Length of 
custodial 
sentence
+ 5 years

5 years

None

Offence Age Police or Court Disposal
Biometrics 

Commissioner
63G

Previous Convictions
(including: Cautions, Reprimands 

& Warnings)

Has a previous 
conviction for a 

Recordable Offence, 
which is NOT an 

Excluded Offence. 

The term “conviction” 
includes Cautions, 

Reprimands & Warnings

3 years
2 years

None

Retention 
Period

Indefinite

Retention 
Period

Indefinite

If convicted  of a 
Recordable Offence, 

which is NOT an Excluded 
Offence, before the end of 

the Retention Period 

The term “conviction” 
includes Cautions

Later Convictions
(including: Cautions)

Has a previous 
conviction for a 

Recordable Offence, 
which is NOT an 

Excluded Offence. 

The term “conviction” 
includes Cautions, 

Reprimands & 
Warnings

Indefinite63H 
(2)

Previously 
convicted 
(including 
Cautions, 

Reprimands 
& Warnings)

Indefinite

63F 
(2)

63F 
(2)

63F 
(2)

Has a previous 
conviction for a 

Recordable Offence, 
which is NOT an 

Excluded Offence. 

The term “conviction” 
includes Cautions, 

Reprimands & Warnings

Indefinite

Biometrics 
Commissioner 

authorises 
retention 

3 years
2 years

None

If convicted  of a 
Recordable Offence, 

which is NOT an Excluded 
Offence before the end of 

the Retention Period 

The term “conviction” 
includes Cautions

63F 
(2)

If convicted of a 
Recordable Offence,  
before the end of the 

Retention Period 

The term “conviction” 
includes Cautions

63K 
(5) Indefinite

63F (11) 
An Excluded Offence 

is:
- A Recordable 

Offence which is NOT 
a Qualifying Offence; 

AND
- Was committed when 

U18; AND
- For which the person 

was NOT given a 
custodial sentence of 5 
years or more.; AND

- Is the only recordable 
offence of which the 

person has been 
convicted.

This diagram maps out 
the retention periods of 
Fingerprints and DNA 
profiles in relation to the 
provisions set out in the 
Protection of Freedoms 
Act 2012 and includes the 
relevant sections of the 
Police and Criminal 
Evidence Act 1984 
(PACE) into which these 
are inserted.

DNA samples taken 
under PACE will be 
required to be destroyed 
within 6 months, unless 
retention is required to 
comply with disclosure 
obligations under the 
Criminal Procedure and 
Investigations Act 1996.  
The circumstances and 
expectations around 
retention are laid out 
within the legislation.

Qualifying Offences were 
defined under the Crime 
and Security Act 2010 
and are inserted into 
PACE as Section 65A.

This chart does not 
include those provisions 
that relate to offences 
under the Terrorism Act, 
or persons that are 
subject to a National 
Security Determination.

Has a previous 
conviction for a 

Recordable Offence, 
which is NOT an 

Excluded Offence. 

The term “conviction” 
includes Cautions, 

Reprimands & 
Warnings

Indefinite63D 
(4)

If convicted  of a 
Recordable Offence, 

which is NOT an Excluded 
Offence before the end of 

the Retention Period 

The term “conviction” 
includes Cautions

63D 
(4)

63K

63F(2)

Adult

Indefinite

Indefinite
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