


However, RBWM do have concerns about two aspects of the scheme that we would welcome your 
comments on:

Firstly, we remain concerned that improving  the traffic capacity of the northbound A404(T) approach 
onto the roundabout is likely to be to the detriment of traffic entering from Marlow Road. Whilst the 
traffic modelling would indicate that there is also a reduction in delay to vehicles entering from Marlow 
Road, this result seems counter-intuitive given the very minor geometric improvements to this entry. 
Are other measures being considered, such as signing/lining or spiral lane markings, that would make it 
easier for traffic to flow around the roundabout?   
The proposed scheme will include signing on the Marlow approach to advise road users to use both lanes 
for A404 Southbound. We are also considering similar signing on the A308 for the A404 Northbound 
movement. Road markings, together with concentric spiral lane markings, will be incorporated within the 
roundabout.
 
Marlow Road is modelled by entering the geometry of the approach, then adjusting the capacity 
correction factor based on how much traffic actually enters and circulates the roundabout (determined 
from video data).  Currently right turning vehicles use the right hand side and left and straight ahead 
traffic the left side.  In Option 2a, the updated geometry has been entered,  with  an increase in entry 
width from 6.9m to 8.31m. The effective flare length does not change. The capacity correction stays the 
same,  as right turning traffic is restricted to the right side still. The effect is to increase the capacity based 
on the increased entry width. As there is more room on the road, it is likely that some of the blocking 
effect (of right turning traffic blocking access to the stopline for left and straight ahead traffic) is removed, 
improving the overall efficiency of the approach. In Option 2b  (the preferred option), the capacity 
correction factor has been removed  as  right turning traffic (which makes up approximately 75% of the 
total traffic on the arm) can use both lanes.  
 
The time saving on the A404 Northbound is made up of a reduction in delay to both straight ahead traffic 
and left turning traffic. Left turners are able to use the dedicated lane, which releases a small amount of 
capacity for straight ahead traffic. Overall time savings on this arm are estimated to be 15.6 seconds in 
the AM peak and 5.3 seconds in the PM peak, per vehicle.
 
Secondly, by providing a dedicated left-turn lane from the A404(T) northbound onto Marlow Road, the 
concern is that this may make it easier for Marlow traffic to use this road rather than stay on the 
A404(T) until the next junction. We are aware of issues about through traffic from the A404(T) to 
Marlow that have been raised with us previously, but is there any potential to consider the introduction 
of measures to prevent rat-running/reduce speeds on Marlow Road as part of this scheme?  
 
While the scheme will make it easier for traffic to access Marlow from the south,any traffic that is likely to 
use it already does so, or even uses Bradenham Lane / Temple Lane as a rat run. The proposed scheme, 
given the scale of improvement now intended, is unlikely to attract even more traffic onto Marlow Road 
but may reduce the use of Bradenham Lane / Temple Lane as a rat run. 
 
We do not believe that slowing traffic once it gets onto Marlow Road would be helpful.  Given how busy 
the West Thorpe junction currently is, we believe that any traffic that wants to get off at Bisham rather 
than West Thorpe to access the north of Marlow already does so, and that this scheme would not attract 
more traffic through Marlow.  Even if more traffic did use Marlow Road,this may reduce slightly the traffic 
using the West Thorpe junction.
 
 I appreciate that this has been dragging on for a considerable length of time, but I am now much more 
confident that we will shortly be in a position to agree a scheme.  

Regards












