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MINUTES 

Royal Borough of Kingston upon Thames 

Opportunity Area Strategic Board 

Date: 28th January 2016 

Time: 10:00 – 12:00 

Venue:  City Hall  

Attendees 

Elected 

Members 

Chair Cllr Kevin Davis, RBK - 

Leader (KD) 

Sir Edward Lister, GLA Deputy 

Mayor (EL) 

Cllr David Cunningham, RBK -  Portfolio 

Holder Regeneration (DC) 

RBK Officers Roy Thompson, Acting CEO 

and Director of Place (RT) 

Viv Evans (Head of Planning 

and Transport) (VE) 

Eric Owens  (Group Manager Strategic  

Planning and Regeneration)  (EO) 

GLA Officers Stewart Murray (SM) Colin Wilson, GLA (CW) 

Justin Carr (JC) 

Kim Tagliarini (KT) 

TfL Officers Alex Andrews (AA)   

 

No. Item Action 

1.  
Introductions   

2.  
Minutes and Actions of 24th September 2015 OAPF Board Meeting  

Minutes agreed. 

 

 

3.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Action 1 

 

Action 2 

KOAP Progress to date  

 

� Development Capacity Study – update 

Presentation showing the work undertaken with comparable schemes in London.  The 

presentation showed different sites using different typologies of density and open space.   Will 

need to do the sensitivity analysis next, based on Kingston’s existing policies.  As the OA 

progresses some areas will be low, medium and high. Maximum number is 5000 in variance at 

the typology overlay across the whole area and including CRE.  Will be looking at CRE how tall 

and how density will be included in the sensitivity test.  Site by site figures don’t go into the 

OAPF, we look at this for our benefit to help us and this isn’t public.  Thames Water will be 

included together and GLA are happy to lead on this.   

 

Kingston to share TW contacts with GLA  

 

GLA to set up a meeting with TW. 

 

Workshops will be held in the first week in February, with a catch up in the third week in 

February. This will then be ready by the end of February. Commercial policy and design from 

Kingston will be included in the workshops.  Will need to dove- tail the parking strategy with 

the capacity strategy. 

 

� Project Plan 

Waiting for the finalisation of the scope of the OA document and the project plan is 

dependent on that. 

 

� Resources and timeline 

Kingston have appointed to Strategic Policy a temp and are back filling the vacant posts, also 

want a further interim to cover long term sick.  In the process of engaging an interim in the 

next 2 weeks.  
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Kingston is looking at a separate regeneration team including this piece of work and we are 

looking at an increase of 4 posts.  The Estate Regeneration team will be a more structured 

team, with an Economical Development team and we will be rebalancing the existing 

resource.   Planning for Growth project will need to set up the stakeholder group, and will 

need the support from Kingston.   2 consultants are already interested so this does need to be 

done soon, as well as engagement with the public.   

4.  Key policy update 

� Kingston LDS 

Following on from the advice received from Natalie Lieven we are going to merge the Local 

Plan and the OAPF and bring the revised LDS to DC Growth Committee for approval. RBK will 

bring a ‘direction of travel’ document in late Spring.   

 

� Housing Zone submission 

CRE is in the early stages of the Housing Zone and there is a need to produce a master plan for 

that site.  Bid was submitted on 23rd January for 11 sites with 1700 homes, hoping to  start 

development on site in this financial year 17/ 18. 

 

� Status of other briefs within Area Plan boundary (Cambridge Road Estate, Riverside 

Area)  

Eden walk development brief has been adopted and sits under the core strategy. 

Riverside SPD will be commissioned in around 6 8 weeks showing how we treat the riverside 

from Canbury Gardens to the southern quarters. 

 

Mini Holland in the OA – Station Plaza is affected by Wheatfield Way and about to go to public 

engagement in the Spring up to station plaza through to Kingston Bridge to design a new 

bridge over the road and remodelling the Plaza.  We are waiting for a design brief to come 

through and will on site in about 18 months. 

 

 

5.  
Key planning application update 

� Tolworth Tower 

Resolution to grant planning permission will be this month, they have made significant 

changes. There were objections and a petition with Ward Members lobbying against it.  The 

Committee considered it acceptable.  This is the first key regeneration site outside the town 

centre.  

� Post Office Site 

Decision was made to refuse this site. The current amended scheme was shown on the slide, 

12 story sits between the old post office and the exchange, St George have reduced to 8 and 

taken off some of the mass and bulk.  There have been a couple of meetings with local 

residents groups and there has been a change in material and design which has been received 

more favourably.  Further comments received from Historic England and no longer objecting 

on the grounds of impact on the Grade II listed buildings.  This will be returning to Committee 

on site 25th February. 

 

GLA will be doing a top up stage 1 report in February due to the changes.  GLA want the 

decision at Committee immediately to expedite the stage 2. 

 

� Lidl Headquarters in Tolworth  

Gateway are the consultants employed by Lidl to do the parking and traffic study.  GLA have 

met at Pre app and have asked for more information. They need to provide this to enable a 

decision to be made.  This is going to the Mayor on 11th February.   Hotel is being constructed 

by Whitbread at the moment on the site adjacent to Lidl.  Impacts of these schemes on 

Tolworth Roundabout will need careful assessment. Need to start scoping Tolworth in the 

local plan. 

� Eden Walk shopping centre 

Changed committee date to come in March and to GLA at the end of March 

� Development and Housing Regeneration Pipeline 
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Presentation. 

� Achievements in the last 18 months 

VE ran through the progress in the last 18 months, although the debate locally is raging 

around dwellings with a lot more developments coming through the system.  The growth over 

the last few years has been quite considerable. 

 

Images were shown of the current developments in the pipeline, the Tolworth Site is going for 

decision in February then to GLA who had a meeting with Meyer Bergman who have done 

everything that they have been asked to do.  They are guaranteeing a delivery of 702 

dwellings, they want to re plan once they have permission.   

 
Transport  

� Update on baseline modelling 

The issue to look at is the property deals and exchanges with network rail and Council land, 

application for Cromwell Road bus station will need to look at Eden Street in the medium term 

we cannot leave this how it is.  We need some help from TfL to deal with Eden Street.  The bus 

arm of TfL seems to be more influential and this is proving quite challenging such as mini-

Holland. Strategy document has started and talks with British Land and the outcome of the 

work here how we phase the future of the land and moving the bus station around.  With the 

Eden quarter development the multi story car park will be taken out for 18 months or even 2 

years soothe pressure will be more. 4 major schemes there at the moment so there needs to 

be a short tem solution found immediately.   

� Bus infrastructure update 

� Parking Study (VE) 

� Crossrail 2 

Engaged heavily and stakeholder and there is an event next week VE is attending which the 

Mayor will chair.  Kingston is making the case for CR2 as well as CR2 making the case. Then the 

issue is of how to fund it.   

 

6.  
Next Steps 

� Tolworth Area Plan relationship to KOAP. Forming part of implications linked to CR2. 

The boundary as it stands does not benefit the OA for Kingston. Sites in the town centre are 

being brought forward in advance of the OAPF.  GLA agree that the OAP should go into the 

new Local Plan. Will be looking at options for growth in London to see what is available for 

opportunity areas, inside town centres with the proposed route for CR2. 

Kingston CR2 and OAPF to look across the borough at what can be used as a direction of travel 

document, local plan and OAPF.  There are issues around having multiple papers and multiple 

consultations.   

Need to look at widening the scope of the OA, with other areas coming forward. Need to do a 

‘with and a without’ scenario because of CR.   

� DIF study overlap with AP and transport study  

What will make this document more meaningful and what would the timeline look like. Hold 

back on the local plan.  Timelines need to be plotted and think about what the boundaries 

would look like, and what the implications for RBK may be of aligning with the borough plan.  

GLA are proposing to bring forward the new London plan as fast as possible. 

 

 

7.  
AOB 

 

 

Next OA Board Meeting: Tuesday 5th April 2016 


