Wigan

REQUEST

RESPONSE

| would like details of Voter Registrations for the Wigan
Area since 1 September 2019 to 21 Nov 2019. | would like
the information broken down into the following:

a) Total number of new Voter registrations during this
time period?

b) Dates of those Registrations?

c) Details of how many of these new registrations have
also requested Postal Votes?

d) Ages of those new registered Voters as declared on the
Registration forms?

The registration of electors is governed by the
Representation of the People Act 1983 as amended.
Under Section 8 of the Act, the council must appoint
an officer of the council to be the registration officer
for any constituency or part of a constituency
coterminous with or situated in the council's area. The
appointed officer for Wigan Council is our Chief
Executive. The appointment of our Chief Executive as
Electoral Registration Officer is separate to her
appointment as Chief Executive, and although
appointed by the council, the Electoral Registration
Officer's responsibilities and duties are personal. An
example of this is that the register of electors is
deemed to be the property of the Electoral
Registration Officer, not the local authority.

The Electoral Registration Officer does not carry out
the duties on behalf of the local authority but in her
own personal capacity. A list of public bodies and local
authorities that are subject to the provisions of the
Freedom of Information Act is available at the
following website:
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/36/schedu
le/1

As you will see, the Freedom of Information Act does
not list any person appointed under the
Representation of the People Act 1983. It follows that
the Electoral Registration Officer, Returning Officer or
any other person appointed under the Act are not
subject to the provisions of the Freedom of
Information Act.
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